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(No. 1.) Official Note.—Lord Grenville to the Mi- 


niſter for Foreign Affairs of the French, 


Republick. 


A Signature des Prẽliminaires d'une Paix, dont 


la Concluſion definitive doit terminer la Guerre 


du Continent, pardit offrir aux Deux Gouvernemens 


de la Grande Bretagne et de la France une Occaſion 


naturelle et des nouvelles Facilitès pour le Rẽnou- 


vellement des Negotiations pacifiques entre eux: 
Une Partie des Obſtacles qui auroient pu retarder cet 


Ouvrage falutaire n'exiſtant plus; et les Interets 


dont on aura à traiter depuis cet Evenement n'etant 


ni auſſi Etendus ni auſſi compliques qu'ils Vetoient ' 


auparavant. | BE 
La Cour de Londres deſirant toujours employer 
tous les Moyens les plus propres à contribuer à cet 


Objet, fi intereſſant pour le Bonheur des Deux 
Nations, n'a pas voulu omettre de renouveller. au 


Gouvernement Francois l'Aſſurance de ſes Diſpoſi- 
tions conſtantes à cet egard. Et le Souſſignẽ eſt 
autorize de propoſer au Miniſtre des Relations Ex- 
terieures d'entrer ſans Délai, er ſous telle Forme qui 
ſera jugẽe la plus convenable, dans la Diſcuſſion des 

ues et des Pretenſions reſpectives, pour regler les 


Preliminaires d'une Paix, que l'on arrangeroit defi- 


nitivement au Congres futur. 


Des que l'on ſeroit d'accord ſur la Forme de cette 


Negotiation, le Gouvernement Britannique ſeroit 
Pret I y concourir en prenant de fa Part toutes les 
' Meſures 


. 


- 
4 4 " 2 2 ES. v=o ee ng 1 * 8 5 7 
* _ — - r r Lane - - 2 
* 4 - I by g — — 5 E wh. n . — * . Fas | 
* * 7 == — 6 N - 7. 2 0 g lo. - n R * * 
* 5 . = — e ²˙ eĩ-iðcd err troy at oro rey vhs. wt. 23 
ae Rr n 8 


1 
Meſures les plus propres pour accẽlẽrer le Renablic | 
ſement de Ja Tranquillite publique. ' 

(Signet). GRENVILLE. 
à Weſtminſter, ce 1 Juin, 1797. 


\ 


(No. 1.) I Tranſlation. | # 


Tk Signature of che Preliminaries of a Peace, the 
e of which is to put an End to the 
Continental War, appears to afford to the TWO Go- 
vernments of Great Britain and France a natural Op 
ortunity and new Facilities for the Renewal of pa- 
cifick Negociations between them: A Part of the 
Obſtacles, which might have retarded this ſalutary 
Work, no longer exiſting; and the Intereſts to be 
treated of being, after this Event, neither ſo extenſive 
nor ſo complicated as they were before. | 

The Court of London, always deſirous of em- 
ploying ſuch Means as are beſt calculated to con- 
tribute to this Object, ſo intereſting to the Hap- 
pineſs of the Two Nations, is unwilling to omit re- 
newing to the French Government the Affurance of 
the Continuance of its Diſpoſitions on this Subject. 
And the Underſigned is authorized to propoſe to the 
Minifter for Foreign Affairs to enter without Delay, 
and in ſuch Manner as ſhall be judged the moſt ex- 
pedient, upon the Diſcuſſion of the Views and Pre- 
| tenſions of each Party for the Regulation of the Pre- 
liminaries of a Peace, which may be definitively ar- 
ranged at the future Congreſs. 

As ſoon as the Form of this Negotiation ſhall have 
been agreed upon, the Britiſh Government will be 
ready to concur in it, by, taking on its Part fuch 

ures as are the moſt proper for accelerating * 


| Re-eſtabliſhment of the public Tranquillity. 
( Signed) GRENVILLE. 
Wellen Ae i 757. | | 
(Ns. 
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(N 0. 20 5 : ear —The Minifter for F oreigh 
| | Affairs to Lord Grenville. 


LE NIiniſtre des „e Exterieures de la Re- 
publique Frangaiſe ſouſfignẽ s eſt empreſſe de mettre 
lous les yeux du Directoire Exẽcutif la Note qui lui 
à été tranſmiſe le 1 Juin. 1797 (V. ft.) par le Lord 
Grenville, au Nom de Sa Majeſtẽ n I 
eſt charge d' y repondre. | 

Le Directoire Extcutif voit avec Satisfaction le 
Defir qu' annonce le Cabinet de Saint James de faire 

ceſſer enfin les Malheurs de la Guerre. Il accueil- 
lera avec Empreſſement les Ouvertures et les Pro- 
poſitions qui lui ſeront faites par la Cour q Angle- 
terre. 
Le Directoire Exẽcutif deſire, A que les 
Negociations s entament de ſuite pour un Traite De- 

finitif. Cette Marche Lui paroit preferable a un 
Cangres, dont le Reſultat ne peut qui Etre fort 
eloigne, et ne repond point au Deſir ardent qu'il a 

de retablir, le plus promptement poſſible, la Paix 
entre les Deux Puiſſances. 


(Signe) CH. DELACROIX. - 


oy Paris, le 16 Prairial, An 5 
de la Republique F rangaile, une 
et indiviſible. | 


(No, 2. ) | Tranſlation. 


Tre Uanderfigned Miniſter for Foreign Affairs of 
the. French Republick, loſt no Time in laying before 
the Executive Directory the Note which was t inſ- 
mitted to him on the Iſt of June (O. S.) by Lord 
Grenville, in the Name of His Britannick Majeſty. 
He is directed to anſwer it. 

The Executive Directory ſees with Satisfaction 
che Deſire which the Cabinet of Saint James's ex- 
preſſes to put an End, at length, to the Calamities of 
War. It will receive with Eagerneſs the e 

B 2 | an 
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and Pro 4 Wien ſhall be made to it by FR O_o | 
of England. _—- 
The Executive Directory deſires notwithſtanding, | 
that the Negociations ſhould be ſet on Foot at once 
for a Definitive Treaty. This Proceeding appears 
to the Directory preferable to a Congres, of which 
the Reſult muſt be remote, and-which does not cor- 
reſpond with the ardent Deſire that it has to re- eſta- 
bliſh, as quickly as poſſible, Peace between the Two 


Powers. 
| (signed) CH. DELACROIX. 


| Paris, 16 Prairial, th Year of 
the French Republick, one and 
| 1 4, 1797). 


(No. 3, 91 | | Official 8 Grenville to the Mi- 
. niſter for. Foreign Affairs. 


I Cour de Londres a recu, avee la plus grande 
Satisfaction, les Aſſurances des Diſpoſitions a0 Di- 


rectoire Executif d'acceuillir avec Empreſſement les 
Ouvertures pacifiques de la Grand Bretagne, auſſi 
bien que de ſon Deſir de retablir, le plus prompte- 
ment poſſible, la Paix entre les Deux Puiſſances. 
Empreſle d'y contribuer en tout ce qui peut dẽ- 
pendre de Lui, le Gouvernement Britannique ne 
tardera pas d' envoyer ſoit à Paris, ſoit à tel autre 
Lieu ſur le Continent dont on pourra convenir, un 
Miniſtre pour traiter et conclure avec le Plẽnipoten- 
| flaire qui ſera nomme par le Directoire Exccutif. 
Loe Souſſignẽ eſt chargẽ de demander à connoitre 
le Voeu du Pirectoire ſur le Lieu de la Negotiation, 
A fin qu on puiſſe prendre ici une Determination 
prompte à cet ẽgard; et de prier le Miniſtre des Re- 
lations Extericures de lui envoyer, ſans: Delai, les 
Paſſeports neceſſaires pour que le Plenipotentiaire 
du Roi uille - -ſe rendre au plutot à ſa Deſtination. 
La Queſtion de ſigner des Articles Preliminaires ou 
DeEfinitifs dEpendra nẽceſſairement de la Marche et 
| Ge la Tournure des Negotiations, aux-quelles, il ſera 
| mo apportẽ 


1 
apportẽ de la Part de la Grande Bretagne, le Defir 
le plus ſincere pour le prompt Retabliſement de la 


Pajx. 5 
(Signt) GRENVILLE, 
| IVeltminker, ce 8 _ 1797. 2 712 


(No. 3.) Tranſlation. 


Taz Court of London has received, with the 
greateſt Satisfaction, the Aſſurances of the Diſpoſi- 


tions of the Executive Directory to entertain with 


Eagerneſs the pacific Overtures of Great Britain, as 
well as of it's Deſire to re-eſtabliſh, as ſoon as poſ- 
ſible, Peace between the Two Powers. 


Anxious to contribute to it in eyery Thing which 


can depend upon itſelf, the Britiſh Government will 
not delay to ſend to Paris, or to ſuch other Place, 
upon the Continent, as may be agreed upon, a Mi- 
niſter, to treat and conclude with the Plenipoten- 
tiary, who ſhall be appointed by the Executive Di- 
rectory. 

The Underſigned is directed to deſire to know the 
Wiſh of the Directory, as to the Place of the Nega- 
tiation, in order that a ſpeedy Determination may be 
taken here upon that Subject; and to requeſt the 
Miniſter for Foreign Affairs to ſend him, without 
Delay, the neceſſary Paſſports, to enable the King's 
Plenipotentiary to repair immediately to his Deſti- 


nation. The Queſtion of ſigning Preliminary or De- | 


finitive Articles, will neceſſarily depend upon the 


. Progreſs and Turn of the Negotiations, to which, on 


the Part of Great Britain, will be brought the moſt 
Foy Deſire for the ſpeedy Re-eſtabliſhment of 
race 


| (Signed) GRENVILLE. 
Weſtminſter, June 8th, 1797. | 
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,— The Miniſter for Forei 
Affairs to Lord Grenville. "Ty 
* DireQoire Eatcutif de la Republique Frangaiſe 
2 vu avec Satisfaction, par la Note Officielle du Lord 
Grenville, en Date du 8 Juin (v. ſt.) que la Cour de 
Londres fe montrait diſpoſce 2 entamer, fans DElai, 
la Negociation dont elle a fait recemment POuver- 
ture. Rempli du meme Empreſſement, convaincu 
que les Intentions du Gouvernement Britannique ſont 
telles qu'il les annonce, Il à charge le Miniſtre des 
Relations Exterieurs ſouſſignẽ, de faire paſſer au Lord 
Grenville les Paſſeports neceſſaires pour un Miniſtre 
charge de pleins Pouvoirs à l'Effèt de nẽgocier et 
conelure un Traits de Paix definitif et ſepare avec 
1a Republique Frangaiſe. 
Le Ditectoire Executif a dẽſigné la n de 
Lille pour le Point de Reunion des' re” Arr 


reſpects. 
(sign) . CH. DELACROI. 


A Pais, 23 Prairial, 
| An 5 de la Rep. Fr. 


(No. 4.) oy e 6 


Tx Executive Directory of the French Republick 
has ſeen with Satisfaction, by the Official Note of 
Lord Grenville, dated June 8th (O. S.), that the 
Court of London ſhe ws itſelf diſpoſed to ſet on Foot, 
without Delay, the Negotiation, for which It has 
lately made an Overture. Filled with the ſame Ea- 
gerneſs, convinced that the Intentions of the Britiſh 
Government are ſuch as It deſcribes them, the Di- 
rectory has directed the Underſigned, Miniſter for 
Foreign Affairs, to tranſmit to Lord Grenville the 
neceſſary Paſſports for a Miniſter furniſned with full 
Powers for the Purpoſe of negotiating a definitive 
and ſeparate Treaty of Peace the French Re- 
0 


The 


| c 7 2 
: T be 8 Directory has fixed upon tha Com; 


mune of Liſle as. the Place of Meeting or the reſpec- 


tive * | 
(Signed) Cx. DELACROIX. 


I Paris, 23 Prairial, 5th Year 
of the! French Repũblick. 


- (June 11, 1797-) 


{ No. * Formof Paſſport ate | 
 Libert6 e, Egalitè. F raternitẽ, Union. 8 
| Au Nom de la Republique Francaiſe, _ | 


A Tovs Officiers Civils et Militaires, charges de 
maintenir POrdre public dans les differens Departe» 
mens de la France, et de faire reſpecter le Nom 
Francois chez PEtranger. 

Laiſſes paſſer librement 
charge des pleins Pouvoirs de Sa Majeſte Britannique, Q 
Peffet de negocier, conclure, et figner un Traite de Paix 


Definitif et Separé avec la 2 F. ranfaiſe, * 


de, Sc. Sc. Ec. 


allant a Lille, Departimen au Nord, Lieu Af xx ponr 
la Negotiation, 
| ſans donner ni i ſouffrir qu'il ſoit, donnẽ 
aucun Empechement.. 

Le preſent Paſfeport ſera valable pour 
Decades ſculement. 

' Donne à Paris, le 23 Prairial, VAn 5 de la Re · 
publique, Une et Indiviſible. 
1 Miniſtre des Relations 8 


(Signẽ) men 
Par le Miniſtre, TE, 
: Giga) T. ere Sec. Gen. 


(No. 


2 
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(No. 5. h ; | 1 * Tranſlation. = V 1 
© Liberty, Equality. Fraternity, Union. 

In the Name of the French Republick. 

To all Officers, Civil and Military, charged te 
maintain public Order in the different Departments 
of France, and to make the French Name reſpected 
Abroad. ” | „ 

Allow to paſs freely 1 | 
furniſhed with the full Powers of His Britannick Ma- 
jeſtiy for the Purpoſe of negeciating, concluding, and 
fening a Definitive and Separate Treaty ef Peace with 
the French Republick, Native of, Sc. &c, &c. 


going to Lille, Department of the Nerth, the Place ap- 
pointed for the Negotiation, P 65 | 
without giving or ſuffering any Hindrance to be 
%%% - {HY 
This Paſſport ſhall be in force for Decades 
only. | | 

Given at Paris the 23 Prairial, 5th Year of the, 
Republick, One and Indiviſible. 

The Minifter Foreign Affairs, 1 
IS: (Signed) CH. DELACROIX. 
By the Miniſter, 5 NT 
| (Signed) TI. GUIRAUDET. 


(No, 6.) Official Note.—Lord Grenville to the Miniſter 
hind for Foreign Affairs. 7 
L Souſſignẽ a regu de la Part du Miniſtre des Re- 
lations Extericures de la Republique Francaiſe' ſa 
Note Officielle, avec le Paſſeporte qui y etoit joint. 
La Cour de Londres accepte volontiers la Propoſi- 
tion du Gouvernement Frangois par rapport au Lieu 
de la Negotiation, et conſente à de que Lille ſoit dẽ- 
ſignẽ pour la Reunion des Plenipotentiaries reſpectifs: 
Bien entendu que celui du Roi aura la Facultẽ d'ex- 
pe dier ſes Couriers en droiture de Lille 3 Douvres 
| ou 


1 


ES 


par Calais; et que les Batimens Anglais, deſignes 
pour maintenir cette Communication, pourront entrer 
et ſortir librement du Port de Calais, et naviguer en 
| toute Surete entre cette Ville et Douvres, 

Au ſujet de Paſſeport, le Souſſignẽ ſe voit oblige 
de remarquer que les Termes dans leſquels cet In- 
ſtrument eſt redige s'ecartent de la Forme uſitẽe, par 
la Deſignation -particuliere, qui s'y trouve, de la Na- 
ture et de Vetendue des Pouvous, et de la Miſſion 

du Plenipotentiaire du Ri | 7 
Cette nouvelle Forme paroit ſuſceptible d'entrainer 
ſouvent de grands Inconveniens, et, d'apres les Termes 
dont on s'eſt ſervi dans le Cas actuel, elle auroit celui 
de ne pas repoadre avec Exactitude aux Pouvoirs et 
a la Miſſion du Miniſtre dont il eſt queſtion. 

Ses Plein-Pouvoirs, rediges dans la Forme ordi- 
naire, embraſſeroient tous les Cas; et en ne lui pre- 
ſcrivant aucune Voie de Negotiation, 1ai donneroient 
la Faculté la plus illimitẽe de conclure des Articles 
ou des Traites, ſoit Preliminaires ſoit Definitifs, ſe- 
lon que cela pourra la mieux con venir au prompt 
Retabliſſement de la Paix, ſeul Objet de ſa Miſſion. 
Mais la Cour de Londres ne tient nullement à la 
Concluſion d'un Traite Preliminaire, et ne donneroit 
la Preference qu' à tel Moyen, quelqu'tl puiſſe erre, 
qui ſera trouve le plus propre à accelerer la Con- 
cluſion de la Paix. . | | 

Le Plenipotentiaire du Roi. ſera donc egalement 
Prer, et autorizẽ à entrer ſans Delai en Negotiation, 
fur Pun ou l'autre pied; ſur celui d'un Traite Preli- | 
minaire, ou bien, fi cela continue A Etre le Voeu du 
Directoire, d'un Traite Definitif. 

Pour ce qui regarde la Queſtion d'un Traite Se- 
pare —il n'y auroit aucune Objection a terminer par 
un pareil Traite ce qui regarde les Interers reſpectifs 
de la France et de la Grande Bretagne, felon que 
celà s'cſt ordinairement pratique en pareil Cas: Mais 
le Roi ne peut laiffer aucun Doute ſun Son Intention 
de pourvoir à ce qui eſt dũ aux Intercts de Son _m— 
| | | Pl 


\ 


— 
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la Reine Tres Fidette. Et par une ſuite des memes 
Principes, Sa Majeſte ne refuſera pas d'entrer en 
telles Explication par rapport aux Interẽts de I'Eſ- 
pagne et de la Hollande, qui pourroient paroitre ne- 
ecflarres au Rẽtabliſſement de la Paix. 

- Apres cette Explication franche et preciſe, le 
Gouvernement Britannique ſe perſuade que le Di- 
reCtoire ne t2rdera pas de Lui faire parvenir un Paſ- 
ſeport pour le Pleniporentiaire Britannique et fa Suite, 
dans la Forme uſitẽe, et tel qu'il a ete envoye au 
Mois d' Octobre dernier pour la Miſſion dont Lord 


| e p whe etoit charge alors. 


Dans cette Attente, et pour eviter tout Delai, Sa 


Majeſté a deja fair Choix du mème Miniſtre pour La 


repreſenter dans cette Occaſion importante :—Et le 


| Souſſigné eſt charge de demander à quel Jour le 


Pleniporentiaire Frangais pourra étre rendu i Lille; 
a fin que le Lord Malmſbury puiſſe y arriver a la 
meme Epoque. 
| (Signẽ) GRENVILLE. 
a Weſtminſter, ce 17 Juin 1797. ; 


| (No. 6.) | Tranſlation. 


Tax Underſigned has received from the Miniſter 
for Foreign Aflairs of the French Republick his Offi- 
cial Note, with the Paſſport which accompanied it. 

The Court of London willingly accepts the Pro- 
poſal of the French Government with reſpect to the 
Place of Negotiation, and conſents that Liſle ſhall be 
appointed as the Place of Meeting for the reſpective 
Plenipotentiaries :—It being always underſtood, that 
the King's Plenipotentiary ſhall have Liberty to diſ- 
patch his Couriers directly from Lifle to Dover, by 
Way of Calais, and that the Engliſh Veſſels, ap- 

ointed for Keeping up this Communication, ſh] be 
allowed irecly to go into, and come out of, the Port 


of Calais, and to paſs | in * Safety between that 
N and Dover. 
With 


I 

With reſpect to the. Paſſport, the Voted 
finds himſelf under the Neceſſity of remarking that 
the Terms in which this Inſtrument is drawn up, 
differ from the uſual Form, by the particular De- 
ſcription, which is inſerted in them, of the Nature 
and Extent of the Powers, and of the Mien of the 
King's Plenipotentiary. : 

This new. Form appears liable to pid in 
many Inſtances, conſiderable Inconveniences; and, 
according to the Terms uſed in this particular In- 
ſtance, it would have the Diſadvantage of not an- 
ſwering exactly to the Powers and the Miffion of the 
Minifter in queſtion. | 

His full Powers, drawn up in the uſual Form, will 
include every Caſe; and without preſcribing to him 
any particular Mode of Negotiation, will give him 
the moſt unlimited Authority to conclude any Ar- 
ticles or [ reatics, whether Preliminary or Definitive, 
as might beſt conduce to the ſpeedy Re-eftablithment 
of Peace, which is the fole Object of his Miſſion. - 

But the Court of London does not by any Means 
make a Point of concluding a Preliminary. Treaty, 
and would prefer only that Mode, whatever it may 
be, which ſhall be found the beſt calculated to acce- 
lerate the Concluſion of Peace. | 

The King's Plemipotentiary then will be cs 
ready, and authorized to begin the Negotiation with- 
out Delay, upon either footing; upon | the footing of 
a Preliminary Treaty—or ſhould ſuch continue to be 
the Wiſh of the Directory, upon that of a Definitive 
Treaty, / 

As to what regards the Queſtion of a ſeparate 
Treaty—there would be no Objection to ſettling, by 
a Treaty of this Kind, whatever relates to the re- 
ſpective Intereſts of France and of Great Britain, as 
has been uſuzlly the Practice in fimilar Caſes : But 
the King can not allow any Doubt to ſubſiſt as to His 
Intention of providing for what is due to the Intereſts 
of His Ally Her Moſt Faithful Majeſty. And in 

2 | pur- 


— . — 7 
* 


| Weſtminſter, June 17, 1797. 


tat 


5 W of the ſame Principles, His Majeſty will 
not fefuſe to enter into ſuch Explanations with reſpect 


to the Intereſts of Spain and Holland as may appear 


. for the Re-eſtabliſhment of Peace. 


After this frank and preciſe Explanation, the Bri- 
tiſh Government is perſuaded that the Directory will 
not delay to tranſmit to them a Paſſport for the Bri- 
tiſh Plenipotentiary and his Suite, in the uſual Form, 
and ſuch as was ſent in the Month of October luſt for 


the Miſſion with with Lord Nane was then 
charged. 


In this Expectation, * for the Sake of avoidin 
all Delay, His Majeſty has already made Choice of 
the ſame Miniſter to repreſent Him on this important 
Occaſion. And the Underſigned is charged to en- 
quire on what Day the French Plenipotentiary will be 


at Liſle, in order that Lord 2 may arrive 


there at the ſame TI ime. 
(Signed) GRENVILLE. 


(No. 7.) Official Note.—The Miniſter for Foreign 
Affairs to Lord Grenville, 


3 Souſſi one Miniſtre de Relations Exterieures 


a mis, auſſitôt ſa Reception, ſous les yeux du Direc- 
toire Exẽcutif, la Note Officielle que lui a adreflce 
le Lord Grenville, en Date du 17 Juin 1797 (v. ſt. ). 
Il s'empreſle d'y repondre conformement aux Ordres 
qu'il a regus. 

Le Directoire, partageant bien fincerement les 
Sentimens pacifiques que temoigne Sa Majeſte Bri- 
tannique, et youlant amener le plus promptement 
poſſible Negotiations a une heureuſe Iſſue, perſiſte a 


demander que les Negociateurs reſpectifs s' occupent, 


auffitot leur Reunion, d'un Traite Definitif. 11 ac- 
cepte avec Satisfaction le Conſentement da Sa Majeſte 


Britannique à cet Egard, exprimé dans la Note du 
Lord Greaville, * 
LE 
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us Denne conſent à ce que Sa Majeſtẽ Britan« | 
nique faffe, par Son Plenipotentiaire, les propoſi- 
tions ou Stipulations, qu'il jugera convenables, pour 
Sa Majeſte Tres Fidele ; comme reciproquement 
les Plenipotentiaires de. la Republique en feront 
pour ſes Allies Sa * Catholique et la Repu- 
blique Batave. 

Le DireQtoire conſent à ce que la Negociation 
ſoit ouverte avec le Lord Malmeſbury; cependant 
un autre Choix Lui eut paru d'un plus heureux Au- 
gure pour Ja prompte Concluſion de la Paix. | 

Le Directoire demande qu'il ſoit etabli en Principe, 
que chaque Paquebot Anglais, qui aura tranſporte 
le Plenipotentiaire ou un Courrier, repartira ſur le 
Champ et ne pourra ſ{cjourner, Il donera des Ordres 
pour qu'il ſoit fourni {ans Delai un Paquebor Fran- 
cais i chacun des Courriers, que le Plenipotentiaire 
de Sa Majeſte Britannique expẽdiera. Il deſire 
toutefois que les Courriers ne ſoient pas trop mul- 
tipliẽs; leur Multiplication ayant Ete une des prin- 
cipales Cauſes de la Rupture des Negociations pre- 
cẽdentes. 

D'après les explacations ci-deſſus, il devient in- 
utile de tranſmettre au Lord Grenville un nouveau 
Paſſeport; les Reſtrictions, qu'il craignoit de voir 
dans celui qui lui a te adrefle, ſe trouvant entière- 
ment levees. 

Les Plcnipotentiaires Frangais ſeront rendus à 
Lille à YEpoque on le Lord ä pourra y 
etre rendu lui- meme. 


(Signet) Cl. DELACROIX. 
Paris, le 2 Meſſidor, 


(No. 7.) Tranſlation. 


Taz underſigned Miniſter for Foreign Affairs has 
laid before the Directory, immediately upon its 
Receipt, the Official Note addreſſed to him by Lord 
Grenville, dated June 17, 1797 (O. S.) He loſes 

| no 


{20:3 
no Time in 8 to it, according to the Orders 
which he has received. © 

The Directory, partaking moſt Gncerely'i in the 
pacific Sentiments which His Britannick Majeſty 


announces, and wiſhing to bring the Negotiations as 
quickly as poſſible to a happy iſſue, perſitts in re- 


quiring that the re ſpective Pleipotentiaries ſhall 


begin immediately upon their Mecting to treat of a 
Definitive Treaty. The Directory accepts, with 


Satisfaction, the Conſent of His Britannick Majeſty 


vpon this Subject, expreſſed in the Note of Lord 
Grenville, 

The Directory conſents that His Britannick Ma- 
jeſty ſhall make, by His Plenipotendiery, ſuch Pro- 
poſals or Stipulations as He ſhall chink proper for 


Her Moft Faithful Majeſty, as in return the Plent- 


potentiaries of the Republick will do for their 
Allies his Catholic Majeſty and the Batavian Re- 
publick. 

The Directory conſents that the Negotiation ſhall 
be opened with Lord Malmeſhury. Another Choice 


Would, however, have eppeared to the Directory to 


augur more favourably tor the ſpeedy Concluſion of 
Peace. | 
The Directory requires that it ſhall be eſtabliſhed 
as a Principle, that cach Engliſh Packet Boat, whjch 
ſhall have brought over either the Plenipotentiary 
or a Courier, ſhall return without Delay, and ſhall 
not be allowed to make any Stay. The Directory 
will give Orders that a French Packet Boat ſhall be 
furniſhed, without Delay, to each of the Cour iers 
whom the Plenipotentiary of His Britannick Ma- 
jeſty ſhall diſpatch. The Directory deſires, at the 
fame Time, that the Couriers ſhould not be ſent too 
frequently; the frequent ſending of them having 
been one of the principal Cauies of the Rupture 

of the former Negotiation. | 
After the above Explanation, it becomes unnecef- 
ſary to tranſmit to Lord Grenville a new _— 
the 


K 28 5 


he Reſtrictions which he apprehended were to be 
found in that which has been addreſſed to him, 10g 
entirely done away. . 
The French Plenipotentiaries will ive arrived 
at Liſle by the Time at which Lord an 
can himſelf be there. 


(Signed) CH. DELACROIX. 
Paris, 2 Meſſidor. 2 20, 1797- ) 


(No. Official Note.--Lord Grenville to the 
3 | Miniſter for Foreign Affairs. 


L Souſſigne a mis ſous les yeux du Roi la Note 
Officielle du Gouvernement Frangois qu'il a regu 
le 23 du Mois courant. 

Sur les Deux premiers Articles de cette Note les 
Deux Parties ſont d'accord. Il n'y a donc rien i 
ajouter la deſſus aux Explications precedentes; en 
conſequence deſquelles Explications, le Lord Malmeſ- 
bury procedera ſans Delai a- Lille, pour entrer en 
Negotiation avec les Plènipotentiaires Frangois, pour 
la Confection d'un Trane Définitif. La Remarque 
du Directoire ſur le Choix que Sa Majeſtẽ a juge 
2 propos de faire de Son P:Enipotentiaire n'etant 
certainement de Nature A exiger aucune Reponſe. | 
Le Gouvernement Britannique conſent à l' Ar- 
rangement propoſe pour les Paquebots; pourvu 
qu'il ſoit fourni regulierement, et fans le moindre 
Deélai un Paquebot Frangois pour chaque Courier 
que le Plénipotentiaire Britannique ſe verra dans le 
cas d'expedier: L'Exercice de ſon Droit inconteſta- | 
ble à cet Egard ne devant et ne pouvant etre reglee 

que par ſa Diſcretion ſeule, dans la vue d'amener la 
Negotiation dont il eſt charge a une prompte et 
heureuſe fin. 

Pour ce qui eſt de la Rupture de la derniere 
Negotiation, les Circonſtances et les Motifs en font 
connus à toute I' Europe; et ce n'eſt pas au Moment 
d' entamer une nouvelle Diſcuffion pacifique, que le 

Fi < gou- 


( 16 ) 


gouvernement Britannique peut qu'il peut etre utile 


de les rappeller. 


Le Lord Malmeſbury partira de Londres le zo ce 
Mois pour fe rendre de ſuite à Calais; d'òu il rẽglera 


ſon Depart ſelon la Notification qu'il y regevra du 


Jour on les Miniſtres Frangois pourront ètre rendus 


a Lille, | 
(Signe) GRENVILLE. 
a Wenn iner, ce 26 Juin 1797. N 


(No. 8.) Tranſlation, | 


Tuz Underſigned has laid before the King the 
Oficial Note of the French Government, which he 
received the 23d of the preſent Month. 

As to the Two firſt Articles of this Note both Par- 
ties are agreed. On this Point therefore there is 
nothing to be added to the Explanations already 
given; in conſequence of which Explanations Lord 
Malmeſbury will, without Delay, proceed to Liſle 


to enter into a Negociation with the French Pleni- 


potentiaries for the Completion of a Definitive 


Treaty. The Remark of the Directory upon the 


Choice which His Majeſty has thought fit to make 
of His Plenipotentiary, being certainly , of a Nature 
not to require an Anſwer. 

The Britiſh Government agrees to the Atrange- 
ment propoſed for the Packet Boats ; provided that 
a French Packet Boat ſhall be furniſhed regularly, 


and without the leait Delay, for each Couricr which 
the Britiſh Plenipotentiary ſhall find it neceſſaay to 


diſpatch : The Exerciſe of his inconteſtable Right 
in this Reſpe& being to be governed by his own 
Diſcretion only, with a View to bringing the Nego- 
tiation with which he is charged to a ſpeedy and ſuc- 
ceſsful End. 

With regard to the Rupture of the laſt Negotia- 
tion, the Circumſtances: and the Motives of it are 


known to all Europe ; and it is not at the Moment 


of entering into a new pacific Diſcuſſion that the 
| Britiſh 


1 
Britiſh Government conceive it can be of no Uſe to 
recall them to Recollection. 
Lord Malmeſbury will ſet out for London on the 
zoth of this Month to proceed to Calais; from 
whence he will arrange his Departure according to 


the Notification he may receive of the Day on which 


the French Miniſters may reach Liſle. 
6 (Signed) GRENVILLE. | 


) 


Weſtminſter, June 26th, 1797. 


(No. 9.) | Official Note.—The Miniſter for F oreign Aſſairs 
3 ro Lord Grenville, 


LE Miniſtre des Relations Exterieures ſouſſizne; 
Seſt empreſſe de mettre ſous les yeux du Directoire 
Executif la Note Officiclle, que lui a addreſſẽe le 
Lord Grenville, en Date du 26 Juin ( v. ſt.) huit Meſ- 
ſidor preſent Mois. En reponſe a cette Note il a 
I'Honneur de déclarer au Lord Grenville que les 
Plenipotentiaires charges par le Directoire de la Ne- 
gotiation ſont deja reunis a Lille, et que les Confe- 
rences pourront Etre entamees, autlitot que le Pleni- 
porentiaire de Sa Majeſte Britannique y ſera rendu. 
I à ẽtẽ pourvu a ce que les Paquebots ne manquaſſent 
Jamais aux Courriers qu'il] Jugera a propos d'expedier 
a Londres. 

Le Souſſigne previent egalement le Lord Grenville 
qu'une Copie de la prefente Note ſera remiſe au Lord 
Malmeſbury, a ſon Arrivee à Calais, à fin que rien 


ne s'oppoſe à ſon Depart immediat pour Lille. 
(Signe) CH. DELACROIX. 


a Paris, le 11 Meſſidor, An. 5. 


(Note 9.) Tranſlation, 

THe underſigned Minifter for Foreign Affairs loft 
no Time in laying before the F.xecutive Directory 
the Official Note addreſſed to him by Lord Grenville, 
deted the 21ſt June (O. S.) 8th of the preſent * 
Meſſidor. 


D In 


TEL 


In Anſwer to this Note, he has the Honor to de- 


clare to Lord Grenville, that the Plenipotentiaries 


charged by the DireQory with the Negotiation, are 
already aſſembled at Liſle, and that the Conferences 
may he ſet on Foot as ſoon as the Plenipotentiary of 


His Britannick Majeſty ſhall have arrived there. Pro- 


viſion has been made that there ſhall never be a Want 
of Packet Boats for the Couriers which he ſhall think 
proper to ſend to London. 

The Underſigned at the ſame Time apprizes Lord 
Grenville, that a Copy of this Note will be delivered 
to Lord Malmeſbury on his Arrival at Calais, in order 


that there may be nothing to hinder his immediate 


Departure for Liſle. | 
(Signed) CH. DELACROIX. 
Paris, 11th Meſſidor, 5th Year. 

(June 29. 1797.) 


(No. 10.) Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to 


Lord Grenville, dated Liſle, July 6th, T hurſ- 
day, 8 P. M. 1797. 


My Lord, | 
HAVING had this Morning my firſt Conference 


with the French Plenipotentiaries, and having mutu- 


ally exchanged our full Powers, I think it my Duty 


to diſpach a Meſſenger, in order that his Majeſty may 
have the earlieſt Information of this Circumſtance. 


My Diſpatch however muſt be confined to this alone, 


as nothing whatever has Fer paſſed relative to the 


| Negotiation itſelf. 


(No. 11.) | Copy of the full Powers of the French 
Plenipotentiaries. | 


Egalite. Liberte. 


* Extrait des Regiſtres des Deliberations du Directoire 


Executif. 


Paris. le Trente Prairial, Pan cinq de la Republique 
Frangoiſe, Une et Indiviſible. 


Lz Directoire Executif, apres avoir oui le Rapport 


du Miniſtre des Relations Exterieures, arrete ce qui fuit. 


. Les 


C19 ) 


Les Citoyens Letourneur, ci-devant Membre du 
Directoire Exécutif, Pleville le Pelley, et Maret, 
ſont autoriſes a negocter avec le Miniſtre Plenipo- 
tentiaire de Sa Majeſtẽ Britannique le Traite de Paix 
a conclure entre la Republique Francaiſe et la Grande 
Bretagne. Le Directoire leur donne les Plein-pou- 
voirs neceſſaires pour arreter et ſigner les Articles 
du Traite A intervenir. Ils ſe conformeront aux In- 
ſtructions qui leur ont ẽtè, ou leur ſeront, donnees 
par le Directoire Executif, auquel ils rendront Comte 
des Progres et de IIſſue des Nẽgociations. 

Ils ſont egalement autoriſes, et ſous les memes 
Conditions, 2 ſtipuler pour les Allies de la Repub- 
lique, Sa Majeſte Catholique et la Republique Ba- 

tave. 

3 Citoyen Colchen, nomme Secretaire General 
de la Legation Frangaiſe, eſt autoriſc A aſſiſter aux 

| Conferences pour donner les Renſeignemens qui Jui 
ſeront demandes, et prendre Note de ce qui ſera 
convenu et arrètẽ. | 

Le preſent Arrẽtẽ ne ſera imprime quant A preſent. 

Pour Expedition conforme, 


De Preſident du Directoire Executif, 


| CARNOT. 
Par le DireCtoire Executif de Secretaire General, 
LAGARDE. 
(No. 11.) pes Tranſlation. 
Liberty. Esgquality. 


Extract from the Regiſters of the Deliberations of 
the Executive Directory. 


Paris the 3oth Prairial, 5th Year of the French Re- 
publick, One and Indiviſible. 

Tur Executive Directory, after having heard the 

| Report of the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, decrees 
as follows: 

The Citizens Letourneur, heretofore Member: of 

the Executive Directory, Pleville le Pelley, and 

| Maret, 
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Maret, are authorized to negotiate with the Miniſter 


Plenipotentiary of His Britannick Majeſty, the 
Treaty of Peace to be concluded between the French 
Republick and Great Britain. The Directory gives 
them the neceſſary full Powers for agreeing upon 
and ſigning the Articles of the Treaty to be made. 
They. ſhall conform themſelves to the Inſtructions 
which haye been, or ſhall be, given to them by the 
Executive Directory, to whom they ſhall render an 
Account of the Progreſs and the Iſſue of the Nego- 
tiation. „ 

They are equally authorized, and under the ſame 


Conditions, to ſtipulate for the Allies of the Repub- 


lick, His Catholick Majeſty and the Batavia Re- 


pnblick. 


The Citizen Colchen, appointed Secretary General 
to the French Legation, is authorized to aſſiſt at the 
Conferences, to afford the Information which ſhall be 
required of him, and to take a Note of what ſhall be 
agreed upon and ſettled. | = 

The preſent Decree ſhall not be printed for the 
preſent. | g 
A true Copy, | 
The Preſident of the Executive Directory, 


CARNOT. 
By the Executive Directory, 
| the Secretary General, 
LAGARDE. 
(No. 12.) ExtraQs of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmſbury to 
| Lord Grenville, dated Liſle, July 11, 1797- 


I nar the Honor in my laſt, by Brooks, of the 
6th inſtant, to inform your Lordſhip of my Arrival 


here, of the Manner in which I had been received, 
and of my having, in the uſual Form, exchanged my 


full Powers with the French Plenipotentiaries. 
On Friday the 7th at Noon we held our Second 
Conference. + fo 7 5 


I opened 


NT TW 


7 opened this Second cee with the French 
Plenipotentiaries, by ſaying, that I myſelf had no 
Obſervations to make on their full Powers, which 
appeared to be conformable to thoſe uſually given by 
the Directory to their Plenipotentiaries, and of courſe 
muſt be conſidered as ſufficient for the Purpoſes ex- 
preſſed in them; that I, however, had tranſmitted 
them by a Meſſenger to my Court, and reſerved to 
myſelf the Right of communicating any Objections 
or Remarks which I might receive by the Return of 
my Meſſenger, relative to them. 

M. le Tourneur, to which, as Preſident of the 
Commiſſion, +I addreſſed mylelf, replied, ' that they 
had taken preciſely the ſame Steps as myſelt ; that 

they conſidered the full Powers I had given in, as in 
due Form, and ſufficient ; but that they alſo reſerved 
to themſelves the ſame Right, in regard to Inſtruc- 
tions they might receive from the Directory on this 
Subject, as 1 had claimed in regard to my Court. 

To this, of courſe, I aſſented. ; 

On Saturday the 8th inſtant I gave in the Projet 
ptecifely as I had received it from your Lordſhip ; a 
Copy of which (A), as it is tranflated into French, I 
think it my Duty to incloſe. 

One of the French Plenipotentiaries propoſed that 
ſome Time ſhould be given them to take the Pro- 
pofals I had made into Conſideration, and begged of 
me merely for the Sake of Accuracy, and to help 
their Memory, that I would be good enough either 
to let M. Colchen put down on Paper, or myſelf 
ſend them a Note containing the Words with which 
I wiſhed the Articles left in Blank to be filled up. 1 
_ readily acquieſced in the latter Mode, and immediate- 
ly on my Return ſent them the incloſed Note (B). 

On Sunday Evening I received the incloſed Note 
(C) from the French Plenipotentiaries, and in con- 


ſequence of it went to the propoſed Conference 
Teſterday, 


4 


One 
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One of the French Plenipotentiaries informed me on 
the Subject of the Projet I had given them, and the 
Note with which I had accompanied it, that as theſe 
Papers contain many Points on which their Inſtruc- 
tions did not enable them to anſwer, they had, after 
having given them a very ſerious Attention, ſent. 
them, with ſuch Obſervations as they had thought it 
their Duty to make on them, to the Directory, and 
that the Moment they received an Anſwer, they 
would communicate it to me. But that in the mean- 
while, not to delay the Progreſs of the Negotiation, 
they wiſhed that ſeveral Points which he termed in- 
ſulated, but which, though not referred to in our 

Projet, were, he ſaid, inſeparably connected with the 
general Subject of Peace, might be diſcuſſed and got 
rid of now if 1 had no Objection, and that it was with 
this View they had requeſted me to meet them.—On 
my not expreſſing any Diſapprohation to this Mode 
of Proceeding, - One of the French Plenipotentaries be- 
gan, by ſaying, that in the Preamble of the Treaty 
the Title of King of France was uſed ; that this Title 
they contended could no longer be lifted on, the 
Abolition of it was in a Manner eſſential to the full 
Acknowledgment of the French Republick, and that 
as it was merely titular, as far as related to His Ma- 
jeſty, but quite otherwiſe in the Senſe in which it ap- 
Plied to them, he hoped it would not be conſidered 
as an important Conceſſion. 

I informed him, that on all former Occaſions a ſe- 
parate Article had been agreed to, which appeared 
to me to anſwer every Purpoſe they required, and 
which it was my Intention, as the Treaty advanced, 
to have propoſed, as proper to make Part of this. 
The Article (the Firſt of the ſeparate ones in the 
Treaty of 1783) was then read; but they objected 
to it, as not fully meeting their Views. It was to 
the Title itſelf, as well as to any Right which might 
be ſuppoſed to ariſe from it, that they objected. I 
could ſcarce allow myſelf to treat this mode of rea- 

ſoning 


C- 33 I 
ſoning ſeriouſly. I endeavoured to make them feel 
that it was cavilling for a mere word; that it was 
creating Difficulties where none exiſted ; and that if 
all the French Monarchs in the Courſe of Three 
Centuries had allowed this to ſtand in the Preamble 
of all Treaties and Tranſactions between the TWO 
Countries, I could not conceive, after its having been 
uſed for ſo long a Period without any Claim or Pre- 
tention being ſet forth in conſequence of it, how it 
could now affect either the Dignity, Security, or Im- 
portance of the Republick—that in Fact ſuch Titles 
have ever been conſidered as indefeaſable, and as LY 
Memorials and Records of former Greatneſs, and not = 
as Pretenſions to preſent Power—and I quoted the = 
Titles of the Kings of Sardinia and Naples, &c. as | 1 
Examples exactly in point. I argued however in N 
vain. They treated it very gravely, and made ſo 


ſtrong a Stand upon it, that I could not avoid taking *M 
it for Reference, which I thought it better to do, =_ 


than feeling as I did at the Mometic, to puſh the Con- 
verſation farther. ET. "MW 
The Second inſulated Point was a very material Tl 
one indeed, and which, although it has been advert- Sf 
ed to as a Propoſal that might poſſibly be brought | 
forward, I confeſs came upon me unexpectedly.— It N 
was to aſk either a Reſtitution of the Ships taken and - b 
deſtroyed at Toulon, or an Equivalent for them. - BY 
They grounded this Claim on the Preliminary De- 
claration made by Lord Hood on his taking Poſſeſ= 
ſion of Toulon; and on the Eighth Article of the 
Declaration of the Committee of the Sections to him. 
They ſaid, Peace they hoped was about to be re- 
eſtabliſhed ; that His Majeſty, in acknowledging the 1 
Republic, admitted that a Sovereignto exiſted in the = 
French Government ; and of courſe that the Ships, 5 
held only a as Depoſit by England till this legal Au- 
thority was admitted, ought now to be reſtored. I 
replied that this Claim was ſo perfectly unlooked for, 
that it was impoſſible for me to have been provided 
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for it in my Inſtructions, and that I could therefore 
only convey: my own private Sentiments on it, which 
were, that they could not have deviſed a. Step more 
likely to defeat the great End of our Miſſion. One of 


the French Plenipotentaries ſaid, that he ſincerely 


hoped not ; that without a Reſtitution of the Ships, 
an Equivalent might be found to effect the Purpoſe 
deſired, ſince their great Object was, that ſomething 

ſhould appear to prove that this juſt Demand had not 
been overlooked by them, and was not left unſatis- 
fied by us. I told him fairly, I did not ſee where this 
Equivalent was to be found, or how it could be ap- 


preciated; and that conſidering the great Advantages 


France had already obtained by the War, and thoſe 


* ſhe was likely to obtain from the Act of Condeſcen- 


fion I had already intimated His Majeſty was diſpoſed 


to make in order to reſtore Peace, I was much ſur- 


prized, and deeply concerned at what I heard. I 
truſted, therefore, that this very inadmiſſible Pro- 
poſal would be withdrawn. They ſaid it was not in 


their Power; and One of them, from a written Paper 
before him, which he ſaid were his Inſtructions, read 


to me Words to the Eſſect I have already ſtated. 
Their Third Queftion was as to any Mortgage we 

might have upon the Low Countries, in conſequence 

of Money lent to the Emperor by Great Britain— - 


They wiſhed to know if any ſuch exiſted, fince as they 


had taken the Low Countries charged with all their 
Incumbrances, they were to declare that they ſhould 
not conſider themſelves bound to anſwer any Mort- 
gage given for Money lent to the Emperor, for the 
Purpoſe of carrying on War againſt them. 

I told them, that without replying to this Queſtion, 
ſuppoſing the Caſe to exiſt, the Exception they re- 


quired ſhould haue been ſtated in their Treaty with 


the Emperor, and could not at all be mixed up in 
ours; that if they had taken the Low Countries as 
they ſtood charged with el] their Incumbrances, there 


could be no Doubt what theſe Words meant, wy 4 
+ : that 
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none could be made with a retro- active Effect. 

The French Plenipotentiaries; howeyer, were as 
tenacious on this Point as on the other To; and as | 
I found to every Argument I uſed chat they conſtantiy 
oppoſe their Inſtructions, I had nothing” to do bur 


to de ite that they would give me a wrirren Pipe 


ſtating their Fhree Cliints, i in order that Imi he Ten 


mediately tranſmit_it to your Lordſhip, and a en 
being promiſed,” our Conference broke up. 

Between Four and Five P. M. Yeſterday, I re< 
ceived the encloſed Note (D) and I have loſt no 
Time fince it is in my Poſſeſſion in preparing to ſend 
away a Meſſenger, as independent of the diſagreeable 
Subjects brought forward in this laſt Conference, and 
which it is material ſhould be communicated without 
Delay. I am anxious His Majeſty ſhoutd be inform- 
ed of what has paſſed in general up to this day, as it 
may perhaps furniſh' ſome Ideas as ta the poſſible 
Byent of the We Fs 
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. 13. A.) Projer delivered * Lord a to dhe 

155 7 - French Plenipotentiaries in their Con- 
5 ference, July hs 1797. 


Projet d un T raite de Paix. 


_ "SorT notoire a tous ceux qu'il appartiendra ou 

peut appartenir en Maniere quelconque. Le Sere- 
niſſime er tres puiſſant Prince George Trois, par la 
Grace de Dieu, Roi de la Grande Bretagne, de France, 


et d' Irlande, Duc de Bronfvic et de Lunebourg, 
2 Treſorier et Electeur du Saint Empire Romain, 
et le Directoire Executif de la Republique 


| Frangaie defirant ẽgalement de faire ceſſer la 
E Guerre 
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| Guerre: ui exiſte depuis quelque. Tems entre leurs | 
Etats reſpectiſ, ont nommè et conſtituẽ pour leurs 
Pleai Ai rol charges de conclure et ſigner le 
raitẽ de Paix Definicif; ſcavoir, Sa Majeſte le Roi 
de la Grande Bretagne, le Lord Baron de Malmeſ- 
day Þ air du Royaume de la Grande Bretagne, Che- 
valier du tres Honorable Ordre du. Bain, Conſeiller 
Privẽ Actuel de Sa Majeſte, et le DireQoire Ex6- 
cutif.de la.ReEpublique Francoiſe | 
- leſquels apres avoir. Echangs Jeurs "RAN 
pouvoirs reſpeRtb ſont convenus des Articles ſui- 
. 
1. I.. Auſſitot que ce Traitẽ ſera ſignẽ et ratifis, il y 
aura une Paix univerſelle et perpetuelle, tant par Mer 
que par Terre, et une Amitie fincere et conſtante 
entre les Deux Parties Contractantes, leurs ctats, 
Territoires, et Peuples, fans Exception de Lieux ni 
de Perſonnes, en forte que les Hautes Parties Con- 
tractantes apporteront la plus grande Attention 3 
maintenir entre Elles, leurs dits <tats, Territoires, 
et Peuples, cette Amitie et Correſpondance reci- 
proque, fans permettre dorenavant, que de Part ni 
d'autre;, on commette aucune Sorte d'Hoſtilites, 
par Mer ou par Terre, pour quelque Cauſe, ou ſous 
quelque Pretexte que ce puiſſe ᷑tre. Il y aura un 
Oubli et Amniſtie generale de tout ce qui a pul etre 
fait du Commis de Part ou d' autre avant ou depuis le 
Commencement de la Guerre; et on evitera ſoig- 
neuſement tout ce qui pourroit altẽrer a l'avenir 
1 Union heureuſement rẽtablie. f 
D'abord apres Pechange des Ratifications de ce 
Traite, on expediera des Ordres, tant aux Arm&es 
qu' aux Eſcadres des deux Parties, de fair ceſſer toutes 
Hoſtilities; ; et à fin d'aſſurer FExecution de. cet Ar- 
ticle, on.accordera de part et d'autre des Paſſeports 
90 Mer aux Vaiſſegux chargẽs de porter la Nouvelle 
e la Paix aux Poſſcſſions des Deux Parties. 
II. Les Traites de Paix de Nimegue de 1678 et 
167 7 9.5 de Ryck. de 1697 et d Utrecht de 171 3 ; 
$514 | celui 
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wk de Bade de 1714 F celui de 11 Tri ple Allianee de 
la Haye de 1717; celui de la Quadrup ple Alliance de 
Londres de 1718; le Traité de Paix Fas Vienne de 
1738 ; le Traits Definitif d' Alx la Chapelle de 17483 
le Traitẽ Definitif de Paris de 2763 ; et eelui de Ver- 
failles de 1783, ſervent de Baſe et de Fondement à 
la Paix, et au preſent Traits. Et pour cet Effet ils 
ſont tous renouvellẽs et confirwes dans la meilleure 
Forme, en ſorte qu' ils devront ẽtre obſervẽs exacte- 
ment à Vavenir dans toute leur Tenevr, et religieuſe- 
ment exẽcutẽs de Part et d' autre, dans tous les Points 
E il n 'eſt pas dEroge ar le PR 'TraitE de 
—_— 
III. Tous es Priſonniers faits de part et d'autre, 
tant par Terre que par Mer, et les Otages ou kves 
ou donnẽs pendant la Guerre, ſeront reſtituẽs, ſans 
Rancon,' dans Six Semaines au plus tard, à compter 
du Jour de Pechange de la Ratification du preſent 
Traitẽé. Chaque Partie ſoldant reſpectivement les 
Avances qui auront ere faites pour la Subſiſtance et 
1 Entretien de ſes: Priſonniers dans les Pais on ils 
auront ẽtẽ detenus, conform&ment aux Regus et Etats 
conſtatẽs, et autres Titres autentiques, qui ſeront 
fournis de Part et d' autre; et il ſera donn recipro- 
quement des Suretes pour le Payement des Dettes 
ue les Priſonniers auroient pù contracter dans les 
rats ou ils auroient EtE RN juſqu' à leur entiere 
Liberte. 
IV. ATegard du Droit de Peche ſar les Cores de 
L-Ifle de Terre Neuve, et des Iſles adjacentes, et 
dans le Golf St. Laurent, les Deux Parties ſeront re- 
miſes dans la meme Situation od Elles ſe trouvoient 
relpectivement d'apres les Traites et Engagemens 
ſubſiſtans à Epoque du Commencement "de la 
Guerre. Et dans cette Vue, Sa Majeſte confent de 
reſlituer à la France en toute Propriete les Iſles de 
St. Pierre et Miquelon. 
V. Le meme Principe du Status ante Bellum eſt 
| * du Conſentement actuel des Deux Parties, 'J 
| E 2 — 
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Yegard de „3 Poſſeſſions et Droits reſpectiß 
dans toutes les Parties du Mendes! 3 ſauf les Exceptions 
qui ſeront ſtipulées par les Articles ſuivants du Traitẽ 
actuel. Et dans cette Intention toutes les Poſſeſſions 
au Terrjtoires. que une des Parties Contractantes 
= avoir conquis ou Pourroit conquerir ſur 

autre (et qui ne ſeront pas ſpecialement exceptẽs 
dans ce Traité), ſeront rendus à celle des Deux Par- 
ties a qui ils eenoient au Commencement de la 
Guerre actuelle. 
220 VI. Les Deux Bade ſont convenus Te excepter, de 
ar Principe de Reſtitution reciproque © _ | 

qui reſtera en toute 

Propricts à Sa Majeſts Britannique.: .: T7 1; 

III. Dans tous les Cas de Reſſitution ſtipulẽs ar 
Je preſent Traite, les, Fortereſſes ſeront rendues dans 
e meme ẽtat od elles ſe trouvent actuellement, et il 
ne ſera. fait aucun Pommage aux Ouvrages qui auront 
-ete conftruits depuis leur Conquète. 
VIII. II eſt auſſi convenu, que dans chaque Cas de 
Reſtitulion ou de Ceſſion Ripule par un Article quel- 
conque du preſent Traits, il ſera accord un Eſpace 
de Trois Ans, 4 dater de la Notification du Traits, 
dans Endroit ou Territoire reſpectivement reſtituẽ 
ou ci, aux Perſonnes de quelque Deſcription que 
ce ſoit, Habitants du dit Endroit ou Territoire, ou 
Poſſeſſeurs de Propriẽtẽs en Vertu d'un Titre quel- 
conque reconnu comme valable avant la Guerre, ou 
qui leur ſeront devolues depuis, d'après les Loix qui 
exiſtaient alors; durant lequel Eſpace de Trois Ans 
- 1s pourront refter et demeurer dans le libre Exercice 
de Icur Religion, et dans la Jouiſſance de leurs Poſ- 
ſeſſions et Effets aux memes. Conditions et en vertu 
des memes Titres ſous leſpuels ils en ſont devenus 
Poſſeſſeurs, ſans Etre expoſes en aucune Maniere, ni 
- ſous aucune Pretexte, a'erre. pourſuivis ou traduits en 
Juſtice à cauſe de leur Conduite paſſẽe, exceptẽ pour 
la Decharge de Dettes juſtes et contraftees envers 
* e et _ tous ceux qui dans e 


* 


- 


de Mois aprẽs ia Notification de ce. Traits de- 
ba au Gouvernement, qui -ſerg alors Erabli, 


leur Intention de ſe retiter eux ou leurs Effets, et de 


ſe rendre ailleurs, auront et obtiendront ſous le DE- 


lai d' Un Mois après telle Declaration, pleine Liberte 


de partir, et de retirer leurs Effets, ou de les vendre 


et aliẽner tant leurs Biens meubles qu* immeubles, 


en tout Tems pendant le dit Eſpace de Trois Ans, 
fans Empechement ou Contrainte, exceptẽ A cauſe 
des Dettes qu'ils auront pù contracter, ou dans le 
Cas d'une Pourſuite criminelle pour des Faits com- 
mis poſtẽr ieurement a la Notification du . 
Traité . : 

' IX. Comme il eft neceffiire d'aſſigner une E- 
poque pour les Reſtitutions cy deſſus ſtipulees, il 
2 convenu qu'elles auront Lieu en Europe dans 
VEſpace d'un Mois, en Afrique et en Amerique 
dans trois Mois, et en Aſie dans Six Mois àprẽs la 
Ratification du preſent Traite. 

X. Pour empecher le Renouvellement. des Pro- 
_ e&s qui ont ẽtẽ terminẽs dans les Territoires a reſti- 
tuer en vertu de ce Traitẽ, il eſt convenu que les 
Jugemens rendus en dernier Reſſort, ſur les Procès 
entre Particuliers et qui ont acquis Force de Choſes 
Jugẽcs, ſeront maintenus et EXECUTES. ſuivant leur 
Forme et Teneur. 

XI. La Deciſion des Priſes et des' Saifies de Vail. 
ſeaux avec leur Cargaiſons pris en pleine Mer, ou 
_ arreres dans les Ports de l'union ou de l'autre Pays, 
_ anterieurement aux Hoſtilites, fera remiſe aux Cours 
de Juſtice reſpectives; de ſorte que la Validite. des 
dites Priſes et Saiſies ſera decide felon le Droit des 
Gens et les Traitẽs dans les Cours de Juſtice de la 
Nation qui aura fait la Capture, ou commande les 


Saiſies. Et pour pre venir tous les Sujets de Plainte 


et de Conteſtation qui pourroient naitte à l'Occaſion 
des Priſes qui pourroient Etre faites en Mer depuis la 
Signature du Traité actuel, on eft convenu recipro- 
quement que les Vaiſſeaux et Effets qui povurrolent 

Etre 


T So, COP MCT MEE = FLEE e 


». 


\ 


„„ 
Etre pris dans la Manche ou Mer Britannique et dans 
les Mers du Nord, après I' Eſpace de Douze Jours, 3 
compter depuis l'echange des Ratifications de ce 
Traité, ſeront de Part et d' autre reſtituẽs: Que le 
Terme ſera d'un Mois depuis la Manche ou Mer Bri- 
tannique et les Mers du Nord, juſqu' aux Iſles Cana- 
ries incluſivement, ſoit dans l Ocean, foit dans la Me. 
diterranẽe:— De Deux Mois depuis les dites Iſles 
Canaries juſqu' à la Ligne Equinoctiale ou VEqua- 
teur: De Trois Mois depuis I Equateur en compre- 
nant tout ce qui eſt ſitue a l' Oueſt du Cap de Bonne 
Eſperance, et à Eft du Cap de Horn Et enfin, 
de Cinq Mois dans tous les autres Endroits du Mon- 
de, ſans aucune Exception ni autre Diſtinction plus 
particuliere de Tems et de Lieu. 5 
XII. Les Allies des Deux Parties contractantes, 
ſcavoir, Sa Majeſte Tres Fidelle comme Alke de Sa 
Majefte Britannique, et Sa Majefte Catholique et la 
Republique Batave comme Allies de la Republique 
Frangaiſe, ſeront invites par les Deux Parties Con- 
tractantes à accẽder à cette Paix aux Termes et Con- 
ditions ſpecifiẽs dans les Trois Articles ſuivans; dont 
les Deux Parties Contractantes ſe garantiſſent reci- 
proque ment VExecution, y etant reſpectivement au- 
toriſẽs par leurs ſuſdits Allièẽs:— Et les Deux Farties 
Contractantes ſont en outre convenues, que ſi leurs 
Alles reſpectifs n'y auraient pas ainſi accede dans 
IEſpace de Deux Mois à compter de l'echange des 
Ratifications du preſent Traite, la Partie qui re- 
fuſera ſon Acceſſion, ne recevra de fon Allie ni Aide 
ni Secours de telle Nature qui ce ſoit pendant la Du- 
re altcrieure de la Guerre. | 


XIII. Sa Majeſté Britannique s' engage à conclure 
un T1raite de P. ix Definitif avec Sa Majeſtẽ Catho- 
lique ſur le Pied du Status ante Bellum, avec VEx- 
ception de oh 
qui reſtera en pleine Propriete à Sa Majeſte Bri- 


tannique. 


Car F 


XIV. Sa Majeſte Britannique $'engage areille- 
ment A conclure un Trait de Paix Definitif avec la 
Republique Batave ſur le Pied du Status ante Bellum, 
c / Tr” 

. qui reſtera en pleine Proprietẽ à 
Sa Majeſtẽ Britannique et e | 
3 aAauj ſera cede à Sa Ma- 
jeſtẽ Britannique en Echange de 125 


En Conſideration de ces Reſtitutions à faire par Sa 
Majeſte Britannique, toute la Proprietẽ appartenante 
au Prince d'Orange, au Mois de Decembre 1794, et 

ui à ẽtẽ ſẽqueſtrẽe ſaiſie ou confiſquee depuis cette 

,poque, lui ſera rendue, ou bien elle lui ſera pleine- 
ment compenſce par un Equivalent pecuniare. Et 
la Republique. Francaiſe s: engage en outre à lui pro- 
curer à la Paix generale une Compenſation ẽquiva- 
lente de la Perte de ſes Charges et Dignites dans les 
Provinces Unies; et les Perſonnes zu auront ẽtẽ 
_empriſonnees ou exilees, ou dont les Proprietes au- 
ront ẽte ſequeſtrees, ou confiſquees dans la dite Re- 
A à Cauſe de leur Attachment ax Interers de 
a Maiſon d'Orange, oy à l'ancien Gouvernment des. 
Provinces Unies, ſeront miſes en Liberte, ou auront 
la Permiſſion de retourner dans leur Patrie d'y re- 
ſider, et d'y jouir de leurs Proprietes en ſe conform- 
ant aux Loix et à la Conſtitution qui y ſont ẽtablies. 
XV. La Republique F rancoiſe s' engage à con- 
elure un Traitẽ de Paix Definitif avec Sa Majeſtẽ 
Tres Fidelle ſur le Pied du Status ante Bellum, ſans 
qu' aucune Demande ou Condition onereufe ſoit 
exigee de Part ou d' autre. 855 
XVI. Toutes les Stipulations contenues dans ce. 
Traits, relatives au Tems et à la Maniere de faire 
les Reſtitutions c'y mentionnees, ainſi que tous les 
Privileges y reſerves aux Habitants ou Proprietaires 
des Iſles ou Territories reſtitues ou cedes, ſeront 
cenſes ſe rapporter egalement aux Reſtitutions à faire 
en vertu des Trois derniers Articles; ſcavoir, le 
N Triezieme, 
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Taiezieme, Quatorzieme, et Quinzieme, hors les Cas 
od Fon · pourrait y deroger du Conſentement mutuel 


— ² % ww 
XVII. Tous les precedents Fraites de Paix faits 
entre les Parties contractantes et leurs Allies re- 
ſpectifs de Part et d' autre nommes dans les Trois 
ſaldirs Articles, qui ſubſiſtaient et etatent en force 


avant le Commencement des Hoſtilitẽs, ſeront re- 


ſpectivement renouvellẽs, exceptẽ en tant qu'on 
pourra y de roger d'un Conſentement mutuel; et les, 
Articles de ce Traite qui regardent la Reſtitution des 
Prifonniers, ta Ceffation des Hoftilites, et la Dẽci- 
ſion à Tegard des Priſes et Saifies, fe rapporteront 


egalement aux Parties reſpectives nommees dans les 


Trois ſuſdits Articles, et ſeront cenfes etre Obliga- 
torres entre elles, auſſitõt qu'elles auront reſpective- 
ment et formellement accẽdẽ à ce Trai te. 
XVIII. Toutes les Sequeſtrations miſes par aucune 
des Parties nommees dans ce Traite, fur les Droits, 
Proprietẽs, ou Dettes des Particuliers, appartenans à 


une aut re des dites Parties, ſeront levees, et la Proprietẽ 
de toute Eſpece ſera rendue en entier au Proprietaire 


legal, ou bien il lui en ſera faite une juſte Compenſa- 
tion: Et toutes Plaintes A cadſe de Dommages faits 2 
Ia Proprietẽ des Individus d'une Maniere contraire 


aux U ſages et Droits de la Guerre, et toutes Rẽcla- 


mations de Droits ou de Propriẽtẽs appartenans à 
des Particuliers aux Epoques du Commencement des 
Hoftilites reſpectivement entre les dites Parties, ſca- 


voir, la Grande Bretagne et le Portugal d'un Core, 


et la France, TEſpagne, et la Hollande, de l'autre; 
et que, ſelon les Uſages recus et les Loix des Na- 
tions, Epoque de la Paix devroit faire revivre, 
ſeront regues, entendues, et jugẽes dans les Cours de 


Juſtice reſpectives des differentes Parties; et pleine 


Juſtice ſera rendue par chacune des dites Parties aux 
Sujets et Peuples de Pautre, de la mème Maniere qu“ 
a ſes p:opres Sujets et Peuples. 


* * 


Er 
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Et en cas qu ils eleve des Phintes fur FExecution- 
de cet Article, leſquelles ne pourront tre ſatisfaites 
par un Arrangement mutuel entre Jes Gouvernemens 
reſpectifs dans] Eſpace de Douze Mois après qu'elles 
leur auront ẽtẽ addrefites, les dites Plaintes ſe- 
ront jugees par des Commiſſaĩres jurẽs que l'on nom- 
mera de Part et d' autre, avec Pouvoir de faire inter- 


venir un Arbitre de quelque Nation neutre; et 1a 
Deciſion des dits Commiſſaires ſera N et ſang - 


Appel. | 

XIX. Sa Majeſté Britinnique et la Republique 
Francoiſe promettent d'obſerver ſincẽrement, et de 
bonne Foi, tous les Articles contenus et ẽtablis dans 
le preſent Traite ; et ne ſouffriront pas qu'il y ſoit 
fait de Contraventions ſe garantiſſent, generalement 


et rẽciproquement, toutes les Stipulations du preſent 


I 
XX. LesRatifications Glethnelies du preſent Traits, 


expedices e en bonne et due Forme, ſeront echangees 


en entre les Parties Contractanets, 
dans I Eſpace d'un Mois, ou plutot sil eft poſſible, 


a compter du Jour de la Signature du _ Trante. 


\ 


En Foil de quoi, &c. &c, 


(No. 1 13. A.) Tranſlation. 
 Projet of a Treaty of Peace. 


Bz it known to all thoſe whom it ſhall or may in 


any manner concern. The moſt Serene and moſt 
Potent Prince George the Third, by the Grace of 
God, King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, 
Duke of Brunſwic and Lunenburgh, Arch T reafurer 


and Elector of the Hoh Roman Empire, and the 


Executive Directory of the French Republick, being 


equally defirous to put an End to the War, which 
has for ſome Time paſt ſubfiſted berween the Domi- 


nions of the Two Parties, have named and conſti- 
tuted for their Plenipotentiaries, charged with the 
concluding and ſigning of the Nefinitive Treaty of 

F Peace; 
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- of Malmeſbury, a Peer of the Kingdom of Great 


Britain, Knight of the Moſt Honourable Order of 


the Bath, Privy Councillor to His Britannick Ma- 


zeſty, and the Executive Directory of the French 
Republic, 


who, after having bene their reſpective full 
Powers, have agreed upon the following Articles: 


I. As ſoon as this Treaty ſhall be ſigned and rati- 
fied, there ſhall be an univerſal and perpetual Peace as 
well by Sea as by Land, and a ſincere and conſtant 
Friendſhip between the Two contracting Parties, and 
their Dominions, and Territories, and People, with- 
out Exception of either Places or Perſons ; fo that 
the High Contracting Parties ſhall give the greateſt 
Attention to the maintaining between themſelves and 


their ſaid Dominions, Territories, and People, this 


reciprocal: Friendſhip and Intercourſe, without per- 
mitting hereafter, on either Part, any Kind of Hoſ- 


tilities to be committed either by Sea or by Land, 


for any Cauſe, or under any Pretence whatſoever: | 


There ſnall be a general Oblivion and Amneſty of 


every Thing which may have been done or committed 


by either Party towards the other before or ſince the 
Commencement of the War; and they ſhall. care- 


fully avoid for the future every Thing which might 
prejudice the Union happily re-eſtabliſhed. 
Tmmediately after the Exchange of the Ratifica- 
tions of this Treaty, Orders ſhall be ſent to the 
Armies and Squadrons of both Parties to ſtop all 
Hoſtilities; and for the Execution of this Article, 


Sea Paſſes ſhall be given on each Side to the Ships 


diſpatched to carry the News of Peace to the Poſſeſ- 


Lions, of che Two Parties. | 
II. The Treaties of Peace of Nimeguen of 1678 


and 1679, of Ryſwick of 1697, and of Utrecht of 
1713 3 that of Baden of 1714 ; that of the Triple 
Alliance of the Hague of 1717; that of the Quad- 
ruple Alliance of London of T7306 3 the Treaty of 


Peace 
— 


7 


peace of Vienna of 1736; the Definitive Treaty 


of Aix la Chapelle of 1748 ; the Definitive Treaty 


of Paris of 1763; aud that of Verſailles of 1783, 


ſerve as a Baſis and Foundation to the Peace, and to 

the preſent Treaty, And for this Purpoſe they are 

all renewed and. confirmed in the beſt Form, ſo that 

they are to be exactly obſerved for the future in their 

full Tenour, and religiouſly executed by both Parties 

in all the Points which ſhall not be derogated from by 
the preſent Treaty of Peace. 


III. All the Priſoners taken on either Side, as well 
by Land as by Sea, and the Hoſtages carried away or 


given during the War, ſhall be reſtored, without 


Ranſom, in Six Weeks at lateſt, to be computed 
from the Day of the Exchange of the Ratifications of 


the preſent Treaty. Each Party reſpectively diſ- 


charging the Advances which ſhall have been made 


for the Subſiſtence and Maintenance of their Priſon- 
ers in the Country where they ſhall have been de- 


tained, according to the Receipts, atteſted Accounts, 


and other authentic Vouchers, which ſhall be fur- 
niſhed on each Side; and Security ſhall be recipro- 
cally given for the-Payment of the Debts which the 
Priſoners may have contracted in the Countries 
where they may have been detained, yntil their entire 
Releaſe, 3 e 

IV. With reſpect to the Rights of Fiſhery on the 
Coaſts of the Iſland of Newfoundland, and of the 
Iſlands adjacent, and in the Gulph of St. Lawrence, 
the Two Parties ſhall return to the ſame Situation in 
which they ſtood reſpectively, according to the 
Treaties and Engagements ſubſiſting at the Period of 
the Commencement' of the- War. And with this 


View, His Majeſty conſents to reſtore to France, in 


full Right, the Iſlands of St. Pierre and Miquelon. 
V. The ſame Principle of the State of Poſſeſſion. 
before the War, is adopted by mutual Conſent, with 
reſpect to all other Poſſeſſions and Rights on both 
Sides, in every Part of the World; fave only the 
pe Tn 5 2 : Excep- 
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Exceptions which are ſtipulated by the ſubſequent 
Articles of this Treaty. And, to this Intent, all 


Poſſeſſions or Territories, which have or may have 


- oe 2 uered by One of the Parties from the other 


not ſpecially . — in this Treaty), ſhall be 
— to the Party to whom they belonged at the 
Commencement of the preſent War. 
Vl. From this Principle of mutual Reſtitution, the 
TWO Parties have agreed to except | 
| - which hall res 
main to His Bricannick Majeſty in full Sovereignty. 
VII. In all the Caſes of Reſtitution provided by the 
ſent Treaty, the Fortreſſes ſhall be reſtored in the 
— Condition in which they now are, and no In- 
jury ſhall be done to any Works that have been con- 
ſtrucked ſince the Conqueſt of them. 
VIII. Ir is alſo agreed, that in every Caſe of Re- 
ſtitution or Ceſſion provided by any of the Articles 
of this Treaty, the Term of Three Vears from the 
Date of the Notification of the Treaty, in the re- 
ſpective Territory or Place reſtored or ceded, ſhall | 
be allowed to Perſons of whatever Deſcription, re- 
fiding or being in the ſaid Territory or Place, poſ- 
ſeſſed of Property therein under any Title exiſting 
before the War, or which has ſince devolved to them 


by the Laws then exiſting; during which Term of 


Three Years they ſhall remain and reſide unmoleſted 
in the Exerciſe of their Religion, and in the Enjoy- 
ment of their Poſſeſſions and Effects, upon the Con- 
ditions and Titles under which they ſq acquired the 
fame, without being liable in any Manner, or under 
any Pretence, to be proſecuted or ſued for their paſt 
Conduct, except as to the Diſcharge of juſt Debts to 
Individuals; and that all- thoſe who, within the 

tr 
Months after the Notification of this Treaty, ſhall 
declare to the Government, then eſtabliſhed, their In- 
tention to withdraw themſelves, or their Effects, and 
10 remove to ſome other Place, ſhall have and ob- 
| tain 
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tain within One Month after ſuch Declaration fu 
Liberty- to depart'and to remove their Effects, or to 


ſell ag diſpoſe of the ſame, whether moveable or 
| immoveable, at any Time within the ſaid Period of 
Three Years, without any Reſtraint or Hindrance, 
except on Account of Debts at any Time con- 


| trated, or of any criminal Proſecution for Acts done 
| ſubſequent to the Notification of this Treaty. 

IX. As it is neceſſary to appoint a certain Period 
for the Reſtitutions herein- before ſtipulated, it is 
agreed, that the ſame ſhall take place in Europe 
within (One Month), in Africa and America within 


(Three Months), and in Aſia within (Six Months), | 


after the Ratification of the preſent Treaty. 

X. For preventing the Revival of the Law Suits 
Wer have been ended in the Territories to be re- 
ſtored by virtue of this Treaty, it is agreed, that the 
Judgements in private Cauſes pronounced in the laſt 
Reſort, and which have acquired the Force of Mat- 


ters determined, ſhall be confirmed and executed ac- 


cording to their Form and Tenour, - 
Xl. The Deciſion of the Prizes and Seizures of 
Ships and their Cargoes taken at Sea or ſcized in the 
Ports of either Country, prior to the Hoſtilities, 
ſhall be referred to the reſpective Courts of Juftice z 
ſo that the Legality of the ſaid Prizes and Seizures 
ſhall be decided according to the Law of Nations, 
and to Treaties, in the Courts of Juſtice of the Na- 
tion which ſhall have made the Capture, or ordered 


the Seizures. And in order to prevent all Cauſes of 


Complaint and Diſpute which may ariſe on account 
of Prizes which may be made at Sea aſter the Sign- 
ing of this Treaty, it is reciprocally agreed that the 
Veſſels and Effects which may be taken in the Britiſh 


Channel and in the North Seas, after the Space of 


Twelve Days, to be computed from the Exchange 


of the Ratifications of this Treaty, ſhall be reſtored | 


on each Side: That the Term ſhall be One Month 
from the Britiſh Channel and the North Seas, as far 
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as the Canary Iſlands, incluſively, whether in the 


Ocean, or in the Mediterranean: Two Months from 


the ſaid Canary Iſlands as far as the Equinoctial Line 
or Equator :—Three Months from the Equator to 


any Part to the Weſtward of the Cape of Good 
Hope, and the Eaſtward of Cape Horn :—And; 


laſtly, Five Months in all other Parts of the World, 


without any Exception or any more particular De- 
ſcription of Time or Place. | | 
XII. The Allies of the Two Parties, that is to fay, 
Her Moſt Faithful Majeſty as Ally of His Britannick 
Majeſty, and His Catholick Majeſty and the Batavian 
Republick as Allies of the French Republick, ſhall 
be invited by the Two Contracting Parties to accede 
to this Peace on the Terms and Conditions ſpecified 


in the Three following Articles; the Execution of 
which the ſaid Two Contracting Parties reciprocally 


guarantee to each other, being thereto reſpectively 
authorized by their above-mentioned Allies: And 
the Two Contracting Parties further agree, that if 
their Allies reſpectively ſhall not have ſo. acceded 
within the Space of Two Months after the Exchange 
of the Ratifications of this Treaty, the Party ſo re- 
fuſing to accede, ſhall not receive from its Ally any 
Aid or Succour of any Nature ning the further 
Continuance of the War. 
XIII. His Britannick Majeſty engages to conclude 
a Definitive Peace with His Catholick - Majeſty on 
the Footing of the State of Poſſeſſion before the 
War, with the Exception of 
which ſhall remain in full 


Sovereignty to His Britannick Majeſty. 


XIV. His Britannick Majeſty in like Manner 
engages to conclude a Definitive Peace, with the 
Batavian Republick on the ſame Footing of the State 
of Poſſeſſion before the War, with the 19 8 HER of 


which ſhall remain to His Bricannick Majeſty i in full 
; Sove-⸗ 


$ 
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sovereignty, and of which 
ſhall be ceded to His Maieſty in 8 for 
In Conſideration of theſe Reſtitutions, to be hereby. 

made by His Britannick Majeſty, all Property be- 
longing-to the Prince of Orange, in the Month of 
December 1794, and which has been ſeized and con- 
fiſcated ſince that Period, ſhall be reſtored to him, 
or a full Equivalent for Money given him for the 
ſame. And the French Republick further engages 
to procure for him, at the general Peace, an adequate 
Compenſation for the Lols of his Offices and Digni- 
ties 1n the United Provinces; and the Perſons who 
have been impriſoned; or baniſhed, or whoſe Pro- 
perty has been ſequeſtered or confiſcated in the ſaid 
Republick, on Account of their Attachment to the 
Intereſts of the Houſe. of Orange, or to the former 
Government of the United Provinces, ſhall be re- 
| leaſed, and ſhall be at Liberty to ,return to their 

Country, and to reſide therein, and to enjoy their 
Property there, conforming themſelves to the Laws 
and Conſtitution there eſtabliſhed. | 

XV. The French Republick engages to conclude - 
a Definitive Peace with Her Moſt Faithful Majeſty 
on the ſame Footing, of the State of Poſſeſſion be- 
fore the War, and without any further Demand or 

burthenſome Condition being made on either Side. 
XVI. All the Stipulations contained in this Treaty, 
reſpecting the Time and Manner of making the Re- 
ſtitutions therein meutioned, and all the Privileges, 
thereby reſerved to the Inhabitants or Proprietors in: 
the Iſlands or Territories reſtored or ceded, ſhall ap- 
ply in like Manner to the Reſtitutions to be made by 
virtue of any of the Three laſt Articles, viz. the 
XIIIth, XIVth, and XVth, except in thoſe Inſtances 
where the fame may be derogated from by the mu- 
tual Conſent of the Parties concerned. | 

XVII. All former Treaties of Peace between the 
reſpeCtive Parties, to whom the ſaid Three Articles 
relate, and which ſubſiſted and were in force 0 the 
, Om - 
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Commencement of Hoſtilities between them reſpec- 
tively, ſnall be renewed, except in ſuch Inſtances only 


where the ſame may be derogated from by mutual 
Conſent; and the Articles of this Treaty for the Re- 
ſtoration of Priſoners, the Ceſſation of Hoſtilities, 


and the Deciſion relative to Prizes and Seizures, 


mall equally apply to the reſpective Parties to whom 
the 0 Three Articles relate, and ſhall be held to be 
in full force between them, as ſoon as they ſhall re- 


ſpectively and in due form have acceded to this 
Treaty. | 
XVII. All Sequeſtrations impoſed by any of the 


Parties named in this Treaty, on the Rights, Proper- 
ties, or Debts, of Individuals belonging to any other 


of the ſaid Parties, ſhall be taken off, and the Pro- 


perty of whatever Kind ſhall be reſtored i in the fulleſt 


| et to the lawful Owner ; or Juſt Compenſation 


be made for it: And all Complaints of Injury done 
to private property, contrary to the uſual Practice 


and Rules of War, and all Claims of private rights or 


property which belonged to Individuals at the periods 


of the Commencement of Hoſtilities reſpeCtively, be- 


tween the ſaid parties, viz. Great Britain and Portu- 
gal on the one Side, and France, Spain, and Holland, 
on the other; and which ought, according to the 
uſual practice and Laws of Nations, to revive at the 
period of peace, ſhall be received, heard, and de- 


.cided, in the reſpective Courts of Juſtice of the dif- 


ferent parties ; and full Juſtice therein ſhall be done 
by each of the faid parties to the Subjects and people 
of the other, in the ſame Manner as to their own 
Subjects or people. 

And if any Complaint ſhould ariſe reſpecting the 
Execution of this Article, which Complaints ſhall 


not be ſettled by mutual Agreement between the 


reſpective Governments within twelve Months after 
the ſame ſhall have been preferred to them, the ſame 
ſhall be determined by ſworn Commiſſioners to be 


appointed on each Side, with Power to call in an Ar- 


bitrator 


tal 


bitrator of any indifferent Nation; and the deciſion =_ 
of the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall be binding, and wich- = 
cut pelt fe TR Kent 3 

XIX. His Britannick Majeſty and the French Re- 
publick promiſe to obſerve ſincerely, and bona fide, —_ 
all the Ari icles contained and eftabl:ſhed'in: the pre- | "8 
ſent Treaty; and they will not ſuffer the ſame to be N 
infringed, directly or indirectly, by their reſpective Hh 
Subjects; and the ſaid Contracting Parties guarantee _ 
to each other, generally and reciprocally, all the Sti- Ml 
pulations of the preſent Treaty: CORTE Chg 
XX. The ſolemn Ratifications of the preſent 
Treaty, prepared in good and due Form, ſhall be ex- 
changed in between the 
Contracting Parties, in the Space of a Month, or 
ſooner if poſſible, to be computed from the: Day of 
the Signature of the Signature of the preſent Treaty. 
In Witneſs whereof, &c. Ke. 8-44 33 40 


43 


(No. 14. B.) Note from Lord Malmeſbary to the- 
| „„ French Plenipotentiaries. =_ 
Lu Miniſtre Plenipotentiaire de Sa Majeſtè Bri- Ss 
tannique, pour ſatisfaire au Defir qu'ont temoigne a it 
la Conference de ce Matin les Miniſtres Plenipoten-' 
tiaires de la Republique Frangaiſe, a I Honneur de 
leur adreſſer la Note ſuivante en les priant toutefois 
de la regarder moins comme une Piece officielle, que 
comm̃e une Communication confidentielle et ver- 
bale; et comme une Preuve de fon Empreſſement à 
faciliter le Progres de la Negociation, en leur offrant 
des le premier pas, tous les Eclairciſſements qui dẽ- 
pendent de lui fur: le Projet du Traite qu'il leur a 
remis of! N n 
Si, comme l'aſſurent les Miniſtres Plenipotentiaries 
de la Rẽpublique Frangaiſe, il eſt contraire A leurs In- 
ſtructions les plus poſitives d' entrer en aucune Diſcuſ- 
ſion ſur la Ceſſion des Objets qui appartenaient à la 
France avant la Guerre, il eſt inutile de &appuyer fur 
Article VI. puiſque les Compenſations que Sa Ma- 
| | Md jeſtẽ 


RS 


(4a) 


jeſtẽ Britannique aurait demendẽes par cet Article, 
en retour: des Reſtitutions qu'elle eſt diſpoſe à faire 
pour le Retabliſſement de la Paix, de vront fe trouver 
d' après cette Declaration, dans les Ceſſions à faire, 
ſoit par Sa Majeſte See ſoit par la Reæpub- 
lique a 13 
C'eſt pourquoi dans Article XIII apres les Mots 
Statur ante Bellum, le Lord Malmeſbury propoſera | 
_ Cinſerer les Mots ſuivants: A Exception de I'Iſle | 
de Trinidad, qui reſtera en toute Proprieté à Sa 
ce Majeſtè Britannique.” 
Le Lord Malmeſbury croit qu'il eſt peu neceſſaire 
de rẽpëter les Raiſons qui rengagent à inſiſter ſur la 
Conſervation de cette Conquete, à moins qu'elle ne 
foit compenſce par quelque autre Ceſſion qui puiſſe 
balancer le Surcroit de Puiſſance reſultante de VAc- 
1 5 7 faite par la France de la Partie Eſpagnole 
St, Domingue. 
Quant à VArticle XIV. bs Lord Malmeſbury by 
poſe; qu'après les Mots Status ante Bellum, on ajoute : 
« Avec Exception de la Ville, du Fort, et de VEta- 
e bliſſement du Cap de Bonne Eſperance, et des Poſ- 
ce ſeſſions qui ont appartenu aux Hollandois avant la 
« Guerre dans I'Iſle de Ceylon, et de la Ville et 
t Fort de Cochin, qui ſeront cedes à Sa Majeſtẽ 
< Britannique, en Echange de la Ville de Negapat- 
« nam, et de ſes Dependances.” Th 
Le Lord Malmfbury reitere aux Miniſtres Pleni- 
potentiaires de la Republique Frangaiſe, le Temoig- 
nage de ſon Empreſſement à concourir avec eux, en 
tout ce qui depend de lui, pour amener la Negociation | 
a, une heureuſe Ifſue; et les prie en meme. Tems 
d 1 8 0 les Aſſurances de ſa haute Conſideration. 


(Signe) 1 MALMESBURY. 
” Lats ce 8 a 797. | 
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ta). 
(No. 14.'B.) | Tranſlation. 5 
Tur Miniſter Plenipotentiary of His Britannick 
Majeſty has the Honor of preſenting to the Miniſters 
Plenipotentiary of the French Republick, in conſe= 
quence of the With expreſſed by them in the Con- 1 
ference of this Morning, the following Note: Which = 
| he requeſts them at the ſame Time to conſider, not ſo . 
much in the Light of an official Paper as of a verbal 
and confidential Communication, and as a Proof of 
his Readineſs to facilitate the Progreſs of the Nego- 
tiation, by giving them, on the very Outſet, all the 
_ Explanations in his Power on the Projet of the Treaty 
which he has delivered to them. - - Ft 
If, as the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French 
Republick have aſſured him, it is contrary to their 
molt poſitive Inſtructions to enter into any Diſcuſſion 
| relative to the Ceſſion of thoſe Poſſeſſions which be- 
longed to France before the War, it is uſeleſs to 
dwell on the VIth Article: Since the Compenſations 
which his Britannick Majeſty might have demanded 
by that Article, in Return for the Reſtitutions which 
He is diſpoſed to make for the Re-eſtabliſhment of 
Peace, muſt, in conſequence of this Declaration, be 
ſought for in the Ceſſions to be made by His Catho- 
lick Majeſty, and the Batavian Republick. 5 
Lord Malmeſbury therefore propoſes to inſert in 
the Thirteenth Article, after the Words Status ante 
Bellum, the following Words : « With the Excep- 
< tion of the Iſland of Trinidad, which ſhall remain 
| < in full Poſſeſſion of His Britannick Majeſty.” _ 
Lord Malmeſbury imagines that it is unneceſſary 7 
for him to repeat the Reaſons which induce him to *ÞW 
inſiſt upon the retaining of this Conqueſt, unleſs 
compenſation ſhould be made for it by ſome other 
Ceſſion which ſhall balance the augmentation of Power 


accruing to France, from the acquiſition of the Spanilh 
part of St, Domingo. 
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With regard to the Fourteenth Article, Lond 
Malmeſbury propoſes, that after the Words Status 
ante Bellum, ſhould be added, © With the Exception | 
«© of the Town, Fort, and Eſtabliſhment of the 
e Cape of Good Hope, and of the Poſſeſſions 


« which belonged to the Dutch before the War in 


« the Iſland of Ceylon, and of the Town and Fort 
ce of Cochin, which ſhall be ceded to His Britan- 


7 nick Majeſty in Exchange for the Town of 7 8 1 


e and its Dependencies.“ 

ord Malmeſbury repeats to the Miniſters Pleni- 
potentiary of the French Republick, the Aſſurance 
of his Readineſs to concur with them, in every hing 
which ſhall depend on him, to bring the Negotiation 
to a happy Iſſue; and requeſts of them, at the ſame 


Time, to accept the Aſſurances of. his high Conſider- 
ation. 


(Signed) MALMESBURY, 
Lille, July 8, 1797 ED : 


E ; 3 


(No. 15. C.) Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to 
* | Lord Malmeſbury. 


Lzs Miniſtres Plenipotentiaires de la Republique 
Francoiſe ont regu la Note que le Miniſtre Plenipo- 
tentiaire de Sa Majeſtẽ Britannique leur a fait 'Hon- 
neur de leur »ddrefſer Hier. Ils vont y donner, ainſi 
qu'au Projet de Traitẽ auquel elle eſt relative, la plus 
ſerieuſe Attention. En attendant qu' ils puiſſent 
communiquer au Lord Malmeſbury les Obſervations 
dont ces deux Pieces leur ont paru ſuſceptibles, ils 
croyent devoir l'inviter A ſe rendre a la Salle des 


| Conferences demain à Une Heure apres midi, fi ce 


Moment lui paroit convenable, pour s occuper avec 
lui d'Objets particuliers dont la Diſcuſſion peut s'iſo- 
ler et ſe ſuivre ſans Retard, | 


4 


Its 


0 45 J „ 
Ils prient le Lord Malmeſbury eser r Au. 
rance de leur haute Conſideration. 
1 (Signet 3 TOURNEUR. . | 
VVV PLEVILLE LE PELLEY, : 
HYGUES 1 B, . 


Lille, le 21 1 
| An me de la Republique. 


ColLchEN, See. Gen. de la : Legation 


(No. 15. C. * . Tranſlation, 


Tax Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the Fac 
Republick have received the Note which the Mi- 
niſter Plenipotentiairy of His Britannick Majeſty 
did them the Honor of addreſſing to them Yefter- 
day. They will give to it, as well as to the project 
of a Treaty to which it relates, the moſt ferious 
Attention, In the mean time, though they are not 
yet enabled to communicate to Lord Malmeſbury 
the. Remarks to which theſe: two Papers. appear to 
them liable, they think it their Duty to propoſe to 
him a Conference to-morrow, at One o'Clock, if 
that Hour is agreeable to him, in order to treat 
with him on diſtin& Points, the diſcuſſion of which 
may be entered upon ſeparately, and W may be 
proceded in without Delay. 
They requeſt Lord Malmeſbury to accept the 
Aſſurances of their high Conſideration. 


(Signed) LE TOURNEUR. 
| ... r 


Lille, 21 Meſſidor, 5 * 
$th Year of the Republick. 


(July gth, 1797.) 
 COLCHEN, Sec, Gen. de Ja 1 | 
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(No. 16. D.) CREE: Note from the French Plenipoten- 
„ N dated 


Ls Miniftres Plenipotentiaires de la Republique | 
Frafigaiſe s'empreſſent de fatisfaire au Deſir que leur 
2 temoignẽ le Miniſtre Plenipotentiaire de Sa Ma- 
jeſlẽ Britannique, en lui envoyant une Note ſur les 
Trois Points qui ont fait 'Objet de la Conference de 
N.. Nh e 
1. Ils ont ! Ordre poſitif d' exiger la Renonciation 
au Titre de Roy de France que porte Sa Majeſté 
Britanniqu. V 
Le Lord Malmeſbury eſt priẽ d' obſerver qu'il ne 
$'agic pas ſeulement ici d'une Renonciation ax 
Droits que Pon. pourait prẽtendre de voir reſulter de 
cette Qualification, mais encore et poſitivement de 
Ia Qualification elle meme. L'Etablifſement de la 
Republique Frangaiſe, et la Reconnoiſſance de cette 
Forme de Gouvernement par le Roy d'Angleterre, 
ne lui permettraient pas de conſerver un Titre qui 
ſuppoſerait en France I Exiſtence d'un Ordre de 
Choſes qui n'eſt plus. CD OO, 
2. Les Miniſtres Plenipotentiaires de la Repub- 
lique ſont charges de\demander la Reſtitution des 
Vaiſſeaux pris ou detruits a Toulon. . 
L'Angleterre à declare hautement et formellement 
qu'elle prenait les Vaiſſeaux en Dẽpot pour le Roy 
de France. Ce Depot eſt facre. 11, appartient in- 
conteſtablement à la Republique, qui exerce les 
Droits et la Souverainetẽ que VAngleterre attribuoit 
a Louis XVII. à VEpoque de la Priſe de Toulon. 
Sa Majeſtẽ Britannique ne ſaurait donc, en reconnoiſ- 
fant la Rẽpublique Frangaiſe, mẽconnaitre ion Droit 
à la Reſtitution dont il s'agit, ou refuſer de la faire 
ou d'en offrir l'. Equivalent. 5 =” 
3. Les Miniftres Plenipotentiaires ont 3 deman- 
dex, et demandent la Renonciation de Sa Majeſtc 
Britanniqueya I Hypotheque ſur la Belgique. | 
Ce Pays avait ere engage pour les Emprunts faits 
par VEmpereur en Angleterre. Il eſt devenu Partie 
intẽgrante 


en) 


intẽgrante de la Republique, et ne peut reſter grtve 
dune ſemblable Hypotheque. . 

Les Miniſtres Plenipotentiaires de la Re publique 
Frangaiſe prient le Lord Malmeſbury agree * 
ſurance de leur haute Conſideration, op 

(Signs) LE TOURNEUR. WT 
6s  PLEVILLE LE PELLEY. 
Lille, 22 Meſſidor, | | 
7 5 de la Republique 
COLCHEN. Lee. Gen. de a Legation 


No. 16. D.) Tranfation, 


Tux Miniſters Plenipotentiary of che French Re- 
publick loſe no Time in complying with the Wiſh ex- 
preſſed to them by the Miniſter Plenipotentiary of 
His Britannick Majeſty, by 3 to him a 
Note on the Three points which were the Subject of 
their Conference of this Da 

1. They have poſitive TIT to require the Rex 
nunciation of the Title of King of France borne by 
His Britannick Majeſty. 

Lord Malmeſbury is requeſted to ak that the 


Queſtion is not only of a Renunciation of the Rights. 


which might be pretended to be derived from this 


Title, but further and formally of the Title itſelf. 
The Eſtabliſhment of the French Republick, and the 


Acknowledgement of this Form of Government by 
the King of England, will not allow of his retaining 
a Title which would imply the Exiſtence in France 
of an Order of Things which is at an End. 

2. The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the Republick 


are. ordered to demand the Reſtitution of the Veſſels | 


taken or deſtroyed at Toulon. 


Great Britain has publicly: and formally adi. 


that theſe Veſſels were taken in Truſt for the King 

of France. This Truſt is ſacred. It inconteſtably 
belongs to the Republick, which exerciſes the Rights 
and the — that Great Britain attributed to 


Louis 


(4) 


Louis XVII. at the period of the Capture of Toulon, 
His Britanpick Majeſty cannot, therefore, in ac- 
knowledging the French Republick, deny its. Right 
to the Reſtitution required, or refuſe either to make 
the Reſtitution, or to offer an Equivalent for it. 
3. The Miniſters Plenipotentiary have Orders to 
demand, and do demand, the Renunciation, on the 

art of His Britannick Majeſty, of the Mortgage on 
elgium. _ 
That Country was mortgaged for the Loans made 
by the Emperor in England. It has become an in- 
tegral part of the French Re ublic, and cannot re- 
main burthened with ſuch a Mortgage. 

The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Re- 
public requeſt Lord Malmeſbury to 0 the Alu- 
rance of their Conſideration. 1 5 | | 


(Signed) LE TOURNEUR. | 
ne PLEVILLE LE PELLE. 
| _ HUGUES B. 'MARET, 
"Linc; le 22 Mcſſidor, 


zth Year of the Republick, — 
(July 10, 1797» . | 
| 5: COLOBEN, See. Gen. of the Legation | 


Lge my 530 brug of a Diſpatch 1 Lord Grenville 
27 to Lord Malmeſbury, dated n 
Street, July 13, 1797. 


"San pelt to the Demands contained in the 
Note tranſmitted. to your Lordſhip by the French 
Miniſters, they have been naturally received here 
with great Surprize. On the Subject of the Nether- 
lands as connected with the Auſtrian Loans, it is con- 
ceived that any Explanation between His Majeſty 
and the French Government is wholly unneceffary. 
The Loans raiſed in England for tne: Service of the 
Emperor of Germany, and guaranteed by Act of 
Parliament here, reſt, as your Lordſhip will per- 
ceive, by the annexed Copy of the Convention on 


ee upon the: of all the TI” . 
* 
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6f all che hereditary Dominions of His Imperial Ma- 


jeſty. They do not ſeem in any Manner to come un- 
der the Deſcription contained in the Sixth Article of 


the Preliminaries between Auſtr ia and F rance, re- 8 


ſpecting Mortgages upon the Soil of the Nether- 


lands, on which Ground alone France could have any 
Pretence to interfere in the Buſineſs. Nor is this 
Subject One which appears to be in any Manner a fit 
Point of Diſcuſſion between His Majeſty and the 
Republick ; the King neither forms nor has any In- 
tention of forming any Demand on the French Go- 
vernment for the Payment of any Part either of the 
Intereſt or Capital of thoſe Loans. It is to the Em- 


peror alone that His Majeſty looks for the Perform 


ance of his Imperial Majeſty's Engagements to Him, 
and it is upon the Auſtrian Government, and upon its 
Revenues, that Individuals concerned in thoſe Loans 
have Claims of private Right, and Means of Per- 
_Jonal Demand ſecured to them by the Convention. 
On the other Two Points I have nothing to add to 
the Obſeryations which your Lordſhip has already 
made upon them: And we can therefore only wait 
with Impatience for the Anſwer to the Projet deli- 


vered by your Lordſhip, which will enable us to form 


a Judgment on the Intentions of the Government 
with whom we are treating. Op | 
Right Honourable Lord Malmeſbury. 

(No. 18.) Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to 
EE Lord Grenville, dated Liſle, 16th July 1797. 

IT was 2t the expreſs Invitation of the French 
Plenipotentiaries that I met them on Thurſday the 
13th inſtant; One of them ſtated their Motive for 
wiſhing to confer with me, not to be in conſequence 
of any Anſwer they had received from Paris on the 


Subject of the Projet, which he obſerved could not 


be expected ſo ſoon, but to reſume the Diſcuſſion on 
the Article which he had objected to on my firſt 
reading the Projet, and on which they conceived it 
42 f. Ks 


0% 


was poſſible and even expedient to argue before 
we entered on the more important Branches of the 
Negotiation. It was Article II. that he referred to. 
He objected to the Renewal of the Treaties therein 
mentioned from various Reaſons ; Firſt, That many 
and even moſt of them were irrelevant to that we 
were now negotiating ; Secondly, That they were in 
Contradiction to the new Order of Things eſtabliſn- 
ed in France, as they ſeem to imply an Acknow—- 
ledgement that a Portion of the Regal Authority is 
ſtill exiſting; Thirdly, That they might be ſuppoſed 
to apply to Conventions and Stipulations, in direct 
Contradiction to their preſent Form of Government, 
and he quoted the Convention of Pilnitz in particu- 
lar. I was about to reply to him, and I truſt in a 
Way that would have done away his Apprehenſions 
on this point, when another of them interpoſed by 
ſaying, That their fincere and only deſire was that 
the Treaty we were now entering upon might be ſo 
| framed, as to ſecure permanently the Object for 
Which it was intended; that no Article likely to pro- 
duce this end might be omitted, nor any doubtful one 
inſerted ; but that the whole, as well with regard 
to the paſt as to the future, might be ſo clearly and 
diſtinctly expreſſed, that no room for Cavil might be 
left. This he aſſured me, in the Name of his Col- 
leagues, was all that was meant by their Objection 
to renew ſo many Treaties in which ſuch various 
Intereſts were blended, and ſo many Points diſcuſſed 
foreign to the preſent Moment. Their renewing 
them in a Lump, and without examining carefully 
to what we were pledged by them, might involve us 
in difficulties much better to be avoided, I replied, 
that I admitted moſt certainly all he ſaid, and that it 
was with this View and on this principle ſolely that 
the Renewal of theſe Treaties was propoſed by His 
Majeſty; and that if he recollected (as he undoubt- 
edly did) the different Wars which were terminated 
by theſe Treaties, and the many important Regula- 
ke. + en ; — — 


/ 


F 


tions ſtipulated, by them, he would admit that the 
allowing them to remain in their full Force was ſimply 
an Acknowledgement of the Tenure by which almoſt 
all the Sovereigns of Europe, and particularly the 
French Republick, held their Dominions up ro this 
Day. That theſe Treaties were become the Law: 
of Nations, and that infinite Confuſien would reſult 
from their not being rene wer. 
He replied, that our Obje& was evidently the 
ſame, that we only differed as to the Manner. I 
thought the renewing theſe Treaties in toto would the 
beit contribute to it; while they were inclined to 
think, that extracting from them every Thing which 
immediately related to the Intereſts of the Two 
Countries; and ſtating it in One Article, was more likely 
to attain this deſirable Object. The French Miniſter 
again repeated, that their Firſt Wiſh was, that the 
Treaty we were now making ſhould be lear, diſ- 
tinct, ſolid, and laſting, and ſuch a one as could not, 
at any future period, be broken through without a 
manifeſt Violation of good Faith. And I again re= 
peated, that nothing could be ſo conſonant to my 
Orders, or the Intentions of my Royal Mafter., 
One of the French Plenipotentiaries was diſpoſed to 
dwell on his Objeftions, which were, that theſe 
Treaties were ſigned when France was a Monarchy, 
and that any Retroſpect to thoſe Times implied a 
Sort of Cenſure on their preſent Form of Govern- 
ment; but this was arguing on ſuch weak Ground, 
and ſo incapable of being ſeriouſly maintained, that I, 
to avoid ſuperfluous Contradiction, was very willing to 
let it paſs unnoticed. After a good deal of very cons 
ciliatory; and even amicable diſcuſſion, which, how- 
ever, neither Party gave much Way to the other, it 
was propoſed by them that we ſhould return Home, to 
meet again as ſoon as was convenient after an atten- 
tive and deliberate peruſal of the Treaties, in order to 
ſtate reſpectively our Ideas on this Subject. I ob- 
ſerved, that although I was perfectly prepared to do 
5} H 2 it 


(: 52: 9 


it at the n and felt altnoſt bold er TY to af. 

_ firmy that no Meaſure could be deviad ust which would 
ſo completely meet our Intentions as an unreſeived 
Renewal of the Treaties they hefitared about, yet 1 
was very willing to acquieſce in their Propoſal, with 
this ſimple Obſervation, that if any Delay aroſe from 
it, ſuch Delay was imputable to them and not to me. 
My words were, N ne me rends pas reſponſable 
des Longueurs dans leſquelles cette Diſcuſſion 
“ pourrait nous entrainer.“ The French Miniſter's 
| Anſwer was, «Si des Longueurs fervent à déter- 
<< miner des Objets qui pourraient donner lieu à des 
„ Querelles a à Favenir, ce ſera du Tems bien em- 

& ploye.” It was not my Wiſh to conteſt _ Af. 
ſertion, and our Conference ended with it. | 


| (Ns 19.) Fru. of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmibury v4 
| Lord Grenville, dated * ] * 10 1797+ 


My N 


- Yesrenvay at the Moment: 1 was ; preparing to 
attend the Conference, in which we were to enter 
into fuller Diſcuſſions on the litigated Subject of the 
Renewal of the Treaties mentioned in the Second 
Article of the Projet, I received from the French 
Legation the incloſed paper (A). In about an Hour 
J returned the encloſed Anſwer (B), to which I re- 
ceived the enloſed Reply (C); and 1 am this Mo- 
ment come from the Conference which has taken 
place in conſequence of it. 

I began by ſaying, that I had ſolicited this Inter- 
view from the ſame Motive which would actuate every 
part of my Conduct; that I wiſhed to make my Re- 
ports not only correct but conciliatory 2s far as de. 
pended on me, and I now was come in order, i 
. to obtain from them ſuch Comments or 

xplanations of the Note they ſent to me Yeſterday, 
as would enable me, when I tranſmitted it to my 
Court, to ſecure the Negotiation from being inter- 


— perhaps abruptly terminated, by the  peruſa, 


COP. 


it If l mndeifioediviright/ic tient beste Deo 


tory requires: as 4 fine amen Preliminary, that every 
thing the King has conquered from all and each of 
His Enemies ſhould be reſtored, and that till this Re- 


ſtoration was conſented to the Negotiation was not 


even to begin. | I ſaid, if J was correct in this State-: 
ment, and the plain Senſe of the Declaration would 


bear no other Interpretation, I muſt add that it would 
not only moſt certainly prevent the Treaty from be- 
ginning, but would leave no Room for treating at 
all, ſince it deprived His Majeſty of every Means of 
Negotiation; for, I could not ſuppoſe that it was in 


their Thoughts to intimate that the Principle of 


Treaty, as far as it related to His Majeſty, was to be 
One of all Ceſſion and no Compenſation, and yet 


that was preciſely the poſition in which His Meajeſty 
was placed by their Note. 


One of the lirench Plenipotentiaries, who had let 
me proceed rather reluctantly, here ſtopt me, and 
ſaid, that he and his Colleagues were exceedingly 
happy that 1 had expreſſcd a Wiſh to ſee them 
—— I diſparched my Meſſenger; that they wiſhed 

to aſſure me, that they had thought it dealing fairly 


vary honorably to ſtate what they had received from 


the Directory in the very Words in which it came 
to them; that they ſnould be ſorry if the Declaration 
they had been directed to make me, ſhould be of a 
Nature to interrupt, much leſs to break off, the 


Negotiation; that it was the ſincere Wiſh of the 


| Directory that the Negotiation ſhould proceed 
and end ſucceſsfully; and that, far from ,ſhutting - 


the door to further Diſcuſſions, they. were perfectly 
ready to hcar any propoſals we had to make, and only 
wiſhed that theſe ' propoſals ſhould be, if poſſible, 
ſuch as were compatible with their moſt ſacred En- 
gage ments. I repeated what I had ſaid, that no 
door was left open if His Majeſty was in limine to 
reſtore every Thing; and that a Peace on theſe Con- 
ditions would nat be heard of by the Country. 1 


obicrved, 
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, that donimalinoiige on leaving ein, I Would 
A pach 'a Meſſenger; but what that Meſſenger 
carried would moſt materially affect the progreſs and 
Hive of the Negotiation; I therefore deſired to knoẽ- 
whether; in conſequence of what I had heard from 
them,” I might conſider the ſtrict and literal Mean- 
ing of che Declaration not to be a decided Negative 
(which it certainly ſeemed to imply) on all com- 
— I Whatever to be made to His Majeſty, 
t that propoſals tending to this Effect would be 
liftened to. One of them anſwered, ce certainly, and 
if they ſhould be found ſuch as it will be impoſſible 
* for us to admit, we will on our Side bring! forward 
'« others for your Court to deliberate on.” Under 
this Aſſurance. which at leaft; to a certain Degree, 
qualifies the Declaration of e broke 2 2 
the 44 4 aronaga | 


* 


(Xo. 20, A. by | A from the French Plenipotemiare to 
6 Lord Malmeſbury. $7 2% A 


LS Miniſtres Plenipotentiaires de la Republique 
Frangaiſe ont fait paſſer a leur Gouvernement le Pro- 
jet de Traite et la Note relative, qui leur ont Et& 
Preſentẽs le 20 du preſent Mois, par le Miniftre Plé- 
nipotentiaire de Sa Majeſtẽ Britannique. 

Ils viennent de recevoir des Communications nou- 
velles et des Ordres en conſequence deſquels ils doi- 
vent faire au Lord e la nee ſut- 
vante. 

Il exiſte dans les Traitẽs patents et ſecrets qui 
lent la Republique Frangaiſe à ſes Allies, VEſpagne 
et la Republique Batave, des Articles portant garantie 
reſpective des Territoires que les Trois Puiſſances 
4194 5 by avant Ia Guerre. Le Gouvernement 

rangais, ne pouvant pas ſe delier des Engagen ens 
qu'il a contractes par ces Traites, ètablit comme Pre- 
liminaire indiſpenſable de la Negotiation pour la Paix 
avec- Angleterre, le Conſentement de Sa Majeſte 
G a la Reſtitution de toutes les — 
qu'elle 


| CF 

welle occupe, non feulement ſur la Repubſiqu 
Le mais encore et formellemenc fur Nr 
et la Republique Batavʒe. 

En conſequence, les Miniftres ii 
wufignss invitent Lord Malmeſbury à s' expliquer fur 
cette Reſtitution, et à 7 — $1] y eſt ſuffiſam- 
ment autoriſe ; {i non, et dans le Cas contraire à en- 
voyer un Courier a ſa Cour =” en N ins Pous | 
yoirs nẽceſſaires. 

L' Objẽt de la Conference qui devoit avoir lien ce 
Jour, ſe trouvant neceflairement ajournẽ par I' Eſſet 
de la Declaration ci-deſſus, Les Miniſtres Plenipo- 
tentiaires de la Rẽpublique ont à temoigner au Lord 
Malmeſbury le Regret qu ils eprouvent de manquer 
cette Occaſion qu' ils avaient recherchẽe de s' entrete- 
nir avec lui: Au ſurplus, dans le Cas ot le Lord 
Malmeſbury auroit quelque Communication à leur 
faire, ils le prient de croire qu'ils ſe. ſont toujours 


empreſſẽs de le recevoir et de Ventendre * 11 > 


jugera A propos. 
Ils le prient en mEme Tema d'a agreer de nouveau 
PAſſurance de leur haute Conſideration. 5 
(Signs) 7 I Torn. 
e PLEVILLE LE PELLEY. 
-HUGUES N : 


Lille, 27 6 
An 5 de la Republique. 
| COLCHEN, See. Gen de la „Le 
(No, 20. A.) Tranſlation. | 


TRE Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Re. 
pany have tranſmitted to their Government the 

roject of the Treaty, and the Note relating thereto, 
which were delivered to them the 20th of the preſent 
Month, by the Miniſter Firn of His In- 
| tannick Majeſty. 


42 > a 


They 


—_—_ 


They have juſt received freſh Communications and 
Orders, which require that they ſhould make the fol- 
Jowing Declaration to Lord Malmeſbury,  _ 

There exiſt in the Public and Secret Treaties, by 
which the French Republic is bound to its Allies, 
Spain and the Batavian-Republick, Articles by which 

the Three Powers reſpectively guarantee the Terri- 

tories poſſeſſed by each of them before the War. 

The French Government, unable to detach itſelf 
from the Engagements which it has contracted by 
theſe Treaties, eſtabliſhes, as an indiſpenſable Preli- 
minary of the Negotiation for the Peace with Ehg- 
land, the Conſent of His Britannick Majeſty to the 
Reſtitution of all the Poſſeſſions which He occupies, 

not only from the French Republick, but further and 
ep of thoſe of Spain and the Batavian Repub- 

Ick. | | | 
In conſequence,” the Underſigned Miniſters Pleni- 
potentiary requeſt Lord Malmeſbury to explain him- 
ſelf with regard to this Reſtiturion, and to conſent 
to it, if he is ſufficiently authorized to do ſo; if not, 
and in the contrary Caſe, to ſend a Meſſenger to his 
Court, in order to procure the neceſſary Powers. 
The Object of the Conference which was to have 


| taken place to Day being neceſſarily delayed. by the 


Purport of the abovementioned Declaration, the Mi- 
niſters Plenipotentiary of the Republick have to ex- 
preſs to Lord Malmeſbury the Regret that they feel 


in bofing this Opportunity of converſing together, 


which they had themſelves ſolicited: - But in caſe 
Lord Malmeſbury ſhould have any Communication 
to make to them, they beg him to believe that they 


woiͤll always be happy to receive him, and to liſten to 


him, whenever he may think it proper. 


They 


% 


6 


They requeſt him, at the fime Time, to accept 
anew the Aſſurances of their high Conſideration. 2 
| (Signed) LE. TOURNEUR. © 


4 


TT 0 3 PLEVEN EET 
„ HOGUES E MEREE 1 
5 Lifſfle, 27th Meſſidor, 1 | 18 py : 17 
5 Year of the Republicck. | 


(July 15. 1797.) | 43d . | CEN”. 
Wo COLCHEN, Sec. Gen. of the Legation. 
e | Note from Lord Malmeſbury to the F rench 


Plenipotenttaries, 


Lx Miniſtre Plenipotentiaire de Sa Majeſte Bri- 
tannique a prete PAttention la plus ſerieuſe à la Note, 
en Date de ce Matin, qu'il vient de recevoir de la W 

Part des Miniſtres Plẽnipotentiaires de la Republique | Ht 
Francaiſe: | | | f 

Il n'hefite pas à leur declarer que ſes Inſtructions 
ne Pautoriſent nullement à admettre, comme Prin- 
cipe Preliminaire, celui que leur Daclaration paralt 
vouloir etablir: Cependant, etant perſuade que fon FO 
premier Devoir eſt, de ne renoncer i. I'Eſpoir d'une 
Conciliation que lorſqu'il aura ẽpuiſẽ tous les Moy- 
ens d'y arriver, et voulant ecarter, dans le. Rapport 
qu'il aura à faire à fa Cour, ſur un Objet auſſi impor- I 

tant, la Poſſibilitè de toute Meſintelligence, il leur = 
demandera pour Demain, et 3 VHevure qui pourra 3 -M 
leur convenir, une Conference, A la ſuite de laquelle _ 
il ſe propoſe dexpedier un Courier à fa Cour. ! 
II prie les Miniftres Plenipotentiaires dela Repub- 
lique Frangaiſe -d'agreer les Aſſurances de fa haute 
_ Conſideration. h | : 


Singe) © MALMESBURY. - 
A Lille, ce 15 Juillet 1797. | 


(Note, 21 B.) Tranſlation. 5 


Tur Miniſter Plenipotentiary of His Britannick 
Majefty has given the moſt ſerious Attention to the 
Note dated this Morning, which he has received 
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from the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French 


Republick. | 

He has no Heſitation i in declaring to them, that 
his Inſtructions by no Means authorize him to admit, 
as a preliminary Principle, that which their Declara- 
tion ſeems intended to eſtabliſh : Nevertheleſs, being 
perſuaded that it is his firſt Duty not to give up the 
Hopes: of Conciliation until he ſhall. ſhall have ex- 
hauſted every Means of obtaining it, and being an- 
xious to avoid, in the Report which he ſhall have to 
make to his Court, the poſſibility of Miſunderſtanding 
on a Subject of ſuch Importance, he propoſes to them 
a Conference for To-morrow, at the Hour moſt 
convenient to them, after which it is his Intention to 
diſpatch a Meſſenger to his Court. 

He requeſts the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the 
French Republic to accept the Aſſurance of his high 
Conſideration. 

(signed) MALMESBURY. 
Liſle, 15th July, 1797. 


(No. 22. C.) i Note from che F rench Plenipotentiaries to 
Lord Malmeſbury. | 


Les Miniſtres Plenipotentiaires de la Republique 
Frangoiſe, s empreſſent d accẽder au Defir que leur 
remoigne le Miniſtre Plenipotentiaire de Sa Majeſté 
Britannique, de conferer avec eux ſur l'Objèt de la 
Note qu'ils lui ont adrefite ce Jour. 

Ils ont en conſequence PHonneur de lui propoſer 
de ſe rendre Demain, à onze Heures du Matin, ay 


Lieu ordinaire des Conferences. 


IIs le prient d'agreer Aſſurance de leur haute 
conſideration. 


(Sign) LE TOURNEUR. | 
PLEVILLE LE PELLEY. 
HUGUES B. MARET. 
Lille, le 27 Meſndor, 


An 5 de la Republique, 


une et indiviſible. | | 
COLCHEN, yu. Gen. de la Legation. 
; : 7 | (No. 

4 | 


# 


( 59. ) 
ben 22. C.) Tranſlation. 


Tur Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the F rench Re- 
ublick loſe no Time in acceding to the Deſire ex- 
preſſed by theſ Miniſter Plenipotentiary of His Bri- 
tannick Majeſty, of conferring with them on the 
Subject of the Note which they addreſſed to him 
this Day: 
They have in conſequence the Honour of pro- 
oling to him to meet- To-morrow Morning at 
Leven o'Clock, at the uſual place of Conference. 
They requeſt him to accept the Aſſurances of 
their high Conſideration. 
(Signed) LE TOURNEUR. | 
| PLEVILLE. LE PELLEY. 
: | _ HUGUES B. MARET, 
Liſſe, the 27th Meſſidor, e | 


5th Year of the Republick, 
one and indiviſible, , 25 


(July 15, 17970 
. : COLCHEN. Sec. Gen. of the Legation. 


(No. 23.) | Copy of a Diſpatch from Lord Grenville to 
; Lord Malmeſbury, dated Downing Street, 


uly 20, 1797. 
os Lak July 20, 1797 

Your Lordſhip's Pinch by the Meſſenger 
Dreſſins, were received here on the 17th Inſtant, at 
Night, and I loſt no Time in receiving His Majeſty's 
Commands on the very important Subject of your 

Letter, No. g 
I am mh concerned to be under the Neceſſity 
of remarking, that the Claim brought forward in the 
Note tranſmitted to your Lordſhip by the French 
Plenipotentiaries, is in itſelf ſo extravagant, and fo 
little to be reconciled ęither with the for mer Profeſ- 
ſions of thoſe Miniſters, or with their Conduct in the 
previous Stages of the Negociation, that 1t affotds the 
ſtrongeſt Prefumption of a Determination to preclude 
all Means of Accommodation. If ſuch is really the 
Determination of the Directory, nothing can * 
| I 2 SEE. Or 
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for this Country but to perſevere in oppoſing, with 
an Energy and Spirit proportioned to the Exigency, a 
Syſtem which muſt tend to perpetuate a State of War 
and Civil Fumulr in every Part of Europe. 

The natural Step upon the , preſent Occaſion 
would therefore have been to direct your Lordſhip 
to terininate at once a Negotiation, which, on the 
Hooting now propoſed by the E nemy, affords neither 
the Hope nor the Means of any favourable Conclu- 


ſion. Nothing being left for Treaty, where, as a 


Prolimioary Step,. one Party. is required to Concede 
very Thing, and all compenſation from the other 


is is abſokugety and at onee precluded, His Majeſty's 


Servants have, however, obſerved, that in the Con- 
cluſion of your Lordſhip's Conference with the 
French Plenipotentiaries on the Subject of the Note 
in Queſtion, the Preſident of that Miſſion informed 
your Lordſhip, that it was not intended to reſiſt all 


Compenſation for the immenſe Extent of Reſiitution 


demanded from His Majeſty, and for the other obvi- 
ous circumflances of diſadvantage to this Country 


in the Situation of Europe, as reſulting from the 


War; and even added, that he and his Colleagues 
would eventually bring forward - Propoſals on this 
Head for the Deliberation of the King's Govern- 


ment. It appeared poſſible that ſome Advantage 
might perhaps ariſe to the great Object of Peace, 
from grounding on this Declaration a further Pro- 


ceeding, fuch as might afford to the Directory (if 
they are ſo diſpoſed) the Means of replacing the 
Negotiation on a more practicable Footing. With 
the View therefore of leaving nothing untried 
which can contribute to reſtore Peace on any ſuitable 
Terms, His Mejeſiy has been pleaſed to direct that 
your Lordſhip ſhouid for that Purpoſe aſk another 
Conference with. the French Plenipotentiaries. In 
this Conference your Lordſhip will remark in ſuch 


Terms as the Occaſion muſt naturally ſuggeſt to you 


upon che indefenſible * and Tendency of the 
* d Demand 


LEY 


Demand now made by France. Von will obſerve. 
that France, treating in Conjunction with her Allies, 
and, in their Name, cannot with any Pretence of 
Juſtice and F airne ſs, oppoſe her treaties with them ag 
an Obſtacle in the Way of any reaſonable Propoſal 
of Peace in which they are to be included. In a ſe- 
parate Negotiation, to which they were not parties, 
ſuch a plea might, perhaps, have been urged; but 
in that caſe France would have been bound to offer, 
from her own Means, that Compenſation which ſhe 
did not think herſelf at Liberty to engage to obtain 
from her Allies. And ſuch was, in Fact, as your 
Lordſhip muſt remember, the Principle on which 
His Majeſty offered to treat leaſt Year, when he was 
really bound, by Engagements to Auſtria, ſimilar to 
thoſe which are now alledged by France. But it 
never can be allowed that France, Spain, a and Hol- 
land, negotiating jointly for a Peace with Great Bri- 
tain, can ſet up, as a Bar to our juſt Demands, the 
Treaties between themſelves, from which they are 
at onceable to releaſe each other whenever they think 
fit. | 
You will further e that even if, contrary 
to all Reaſon, ſuch a Principle could for a Moment 
have been admitted on our Part, ſtill even that Prin- 
ciple, inadmiſſible as it is, could only apply to pub- 
lic Treaties, known to thoſe who agreed to be go- 
verned by them, and not to ſecret Articles, unknown 
even to the French Plenipotentiaries, or concealed 
by One of them from the Knowledge of the others. 
You will add in explicit, though not oſſenſive 
Terms, that the Whole of this Pictence now ſet up 
by France is inconteſtably frivolous and illuſory ; 
being grounded on a Suppoſition of a State of Things 
directiy contrary to that which is known really to 
exiſt. It being perfectly notorious that both Spain 
and Holland, ſo far from wiſhing to continue the 
War, were compelled by France to engage in it, 
3 againſt their own Wiſhes; ; and to undertake, 
| : 8 with- 
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without the Means of ſupporting it, a Conteſt bn 
which they had nothing to gain, and every Thing to 


loſe. It never therefore can be allowed to. be a 
Queſtion of any poſlible Doubt, but that the Dive 


tory, if they really wiſh it, muſt already have ob- 


rained, or could at any Moment obtain, the Conſent 
of thoſe Powers to ſuch Terms of Peace as have been 
propoſed by His Majeſty. If, however, France, from 
any Motive of Intereſt or Engagement, is in Truth 
deſirous to procure for them the Reſtitution of Poſ- 
ſeſſions which they were unable to defend, and have 
no Means to reconquer, the Project delivered by 


your Lordſhip afforded an Opening for this: thoſe 


Articles having been ſo drawn as to leave it to France 
to provide a Compenſation to His Majeſty, either out 
of her own Colonies, or out of thoſe of her Allies, 


reſpectively conquered by His Majeſty” s Arms. The 


Choice between theſe Alternatives may be left to the 
Directory; but to refuſe both is, in other Words, to 
refuſe all Compenſation. This is nevertheleſs ex- 
preſsly declared not to be the Intention of thoſe with 
whom you treat. It is therefore neceſſary that your 
Lordſhip ſhould demand from them a Statement of 
the Propoſals, which, as they informed you, they 
have to make, in order to do away this apparent 
Contradiction, which the King's Servants are wholly 
unable to reconcile by any Suggeſtion of theirs, even 
if it were fitting and reaſonable for them to bring for- 
ward any new Propoſals immediately after the detailed 


Project which was delivered on the Part of this 


Country at the Outſet of the Negotiation. 
Since that Project is noe accedrd to, we have evi- 


dently, and on every Ground, a Right to expect a 


Counter Project, equally full and explicit on the Part 
of the Enemy. You will therefore ſtate to the 
French Miniſters diſtinctly, that the only Hope of 
bringing this Buſineſs to a favourable Concluſion, is 
by their ſtating at once plainiy, and without Reſerve, 
the Whole of what they have to aſk, inſtead of bring- 


ing 


(Wy 


ing forward feparate Points one after the other, not 
only contrary to the avowed Principle of the Nego- 

tiation propoſed by themſelves, but, as it appears, 

even contrary to the Expectation of the Miniſters 

themſelves who are emploped on the Part of France. 
There can be no Pretence for refuling a Compliance - 
with this Demand, if the Plenipotentiaries of France 
are diſpoſed to forward the Object of Peace: And 
the obtaining ſuch a Statement from them is, as I 
have before ſtated to your Lordſhip, a Point of ſo 
much Importance, in any Courſe which this Nego- 
tiation may take, that it is the King's Pleaſure that 
your Lordſhip ſhould uſe every poſſible Endeavour 
to prevent their eluding ſo juſt a Demand. | 

After what has paſſed, it is, I fear, very doubtful 

whether ſuch a Counter Project would be framed on 
Principles ſuch as could be admitted here; but it 

would at all Events place the Buſineſs on its real Iſſue, 

and bring diſtinctly into Queſtion the ſeveral Points 

on which the Concluſion of Peace, or the Prolonga- 

tion of Do will really depend. 


I am, &c. ST 
(Signed) GRENVILLE. ' 
Right Honourable Lord Malmeſbury. 


— 


(No. 24.) Copy of a Diſpatch from Lond Grenville to 
Lord Malmeſbury, dated D | 


| Es 20, 1797- 
My Lord, 

TERRE are Two ſeparate Nein on which it is ne- 
ceſſary for me to ſay a few Words to your Lordſhip, 
in Addition to the Inſtructions in my other Diſpatch, 
on the General Subject of the Negociation. 

The Firſt relates to the Aſſertion of One of the 

F rench Miniſters, that the Portugueſe Ships. and 
Troops were at Toulon. The Fact is very immate- 
rial as to any Concluſion that could be drawn from 
it to affect the Situation or juſt Claims of the Court 


of 
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of Liſbon ; becauſe your Lordſhip well knows, that 
it is a Principle univerſally recognized in the public 
Law of Europe, that when One of the Parties, in a 
"Defenſive Alliance, furniſhes to his Ally the ſtipulated 

Succours, thoſe Succours remain entirely at the Diſ- 
ofal af the requiring Party. to be employed where- 
ever he ſhall judge proper, ſubject only to che Li- 
mitatious of the Treaty which before exiſted; and if 
the Amount of thoſe Succours is not encreafed be- 
yond that engaged for, nor the Means of uſing them 


extended by new Facilities, the Party furniſhing the 


ſtipulated Aſſiſtance is not underſtood to violate the 
Laws of Neutrality. 

But the Fact, in this Caſe, would not bear out the 
Aſſertion, even if the Argument to be drawn from 
it were more concluſive. The Troops of Her Moſt 
Faithful Majeſty having been, as I apprehend, no 
otherwiſe employed than in the Two Campaigns car- 
ried on by Land, upon the Southern Part of the 

Frontiers of France and Spain. 

The other point relates to what was ſaid to your 
Lordſhip about the Treaty of Pilnitz. It would 
certainly not require much Argument to prove that 
the Renewal of ſeveral Treaties enumerated by 
Name and Date, and the lateſt of which was con- 


cluded in 1783, does not imply a Renewal of ano- 


ther Treaty ſuppoſed to be concluded in 1291. But 
what is more material to the preſent Caſe is, that 
your Lordſhip ſhould take this Oppertunity to ex- 


plain, in the moſt diſtinct and unequivocal Terms, 


that if any ſecret Treaty was in fact concluded at 


the Interview at Pilnitz, between the late Emperor 
and the King of Pruſfia (which is, to ſay the leaſt, 
very doubtful in point of Fact), this at leaſt is cer- 
tain, that His Majeſty was no Party to ſuch Treaty ; 
and not only was not then included in it, but has ne- 
ver ſince adhered to it, nor even been apprized of 
its Contents. The publick Declaration which was 


made at that Interview, ſnews on che F ace of it that 


His 


* 
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His Majeſty was no party to it; _ it is, indeed, 7 
notorious that it applied to Circumſtances which 
were done away long before the War broke out be- 
tween Auſtria and France, and that the ſubſequent 
Negotiat ons for the Maintenance of Peace between 
thoſe Powers turned on points wholly diſtinct from 
thoſe ſuppoſed to have been referred to in the pre- 
tended Treaty of Pilnitz. 
This Explanation, however little connected with 
the preſent Negotiation, ſeems to be called for by 
the Alluſion made to you upon the Subject; and, 
indeed, on a point on which ſo much Mifrepreſenta- 
tion has prevalled, it is uſeful not to omit the Op- 
1 of ſtating the Facts as they really are. 
| Lan, cc... | 


(Signed) GRE NVILLE. 
Right Honourable Lord Malmeſbury. 


(No. 25.) * Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſ- 
EE | bury to Lord Grenville, dated Liſle, 


25th, July 1797. 
My Lord, 


I Havt the Honour to acknowledge your Lord- 
ſhip's Diſpatches, No. 19 and 20, of the 2oth inſt. 
which were delivered to me on Saturday the 22d 
inſt. by the Meſſenger Major. 

It was impoſſible that the Claim brought forward 
in the Note incloſed in my No. g, could have pro- 

duced on your Lordſhip's Mind any Impreſſion dif- 
ferent from that which you deſcribe, and I am happy 
to find that the Conduct I obſerved, when it was 
firſt delivered to me, was ſuch as put it in my power 
to execute with great Conſiſtency the ſpirited In- 
ſtructions your Lordſhip now ſends me. . 

Immediately on the Arrival of the Meſſenger, I 
propoſed an Interview with the French Plenipoten- 
ciaries, and we met on Sunday the 23d, at One P. M. 
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I could not obey His Majeſty's. Orders in a Man- 
ner more likely to command Attention, and to im- 
1 who heard me with a juſt Senſe of the 


Mixture of Firmneſs and Moderation with. which 
His Majeſty was pleaſcd to conduct this important 


Negociation, than by employing not only the Sub- 
ſtance, but as far as was practicable in Converſa- 
tion, the very Words of your Lordſhip's Diſpatch, 
No. 19; and if I ſhould attempt to relate minutely 
what I myſelf ſaid in this Conference, it would in 


Fuad be little more than a Repetition of them. 


I began by obſerving; that I was certain the French 
Plenipotentiaries muſt be fully prepared for what! 
now had it in Command to ſay: I reminded them 
that I had taken upon me to affirm when we were 


aft aſſembled, and immediately before I diſpatched 


my Meſſenger, that the requiring ſuch a Preliminary 
as that propoſed in the Note, was putting an End at 
once to all Negotiation, and that I was ſure Peace 
on ſuch Terms would not be heard of; that the 
Orders I was then about to communicate to them 


would prove that I had not made this Aﬀertion lightly, 


or in conſequence of any haſty Opinion of my own, 
at the ſame Time that it would alſo appear that my 
Royal Maſter was as anxiouſly and as ſincerely inclined 


to liſten'to all reaſouable and admiſſible Conditions, 


as He was determined to repel and reject all ſuch as 


were of an oppoſite Deſcription. I then, my Lord, 


took up my Arguments on the preciſe Grounds ſet 


forth in your Lordſhip's, No. 19. I neither omitted 
any Thing, nor inſerted any Thing of my own, which 
Could at all alter its Spirit; and I only varied from 
the Letter inaſmuch as was neceſſary to make it ap- 


- * 


plicable to a Conference 5 | 
My Furſt Object was to ſtate, in as forcible a way 


- As poſſible, the utter Inadmiſſibility of the Pretenſion 
Jet forth in the Note, the frivolous and illuſory Rea- 


ſons alledged for bringing it forward, and I obſerved 
that, if it was perſevered in, it muſt be lead to this 
neceſſary 


e 
neceſſary Concluſion, that there did exiſt when it 
was framed an Intention on the part of the Direc- 
tory to break off the Negotiation in the Outſet My 
Second Object in point of Reaſoning, though a very 
primary One in point of Importance, was either to 
prevent the Negotiation breaking off at all, or if this 
was not to be prevented, to endeayour to be ſo clear 
and explicit in my Language, and to draw the Line 
ſo diſtinctly between. ſuch Sacrifices as His Majeſty. 
might be inclined to make in order to reſtore ſo 
great a Bleſſing as Peace, and thoſe to which the 
Dignity of His Crown and Intereſt of His Subjects 
would never allow him to attend, as to make it im- 
poſſible that by any future Cavil or Subterfuge the 
Interruption of the Treaty, if unfortunately it ſhould. 
be interrupted, could be imputed to any other Cauſe 
than the exorbitant demands of the French Govern- 
| ment; and the better to inſure this purpoſe, I ex- 
plained to them that His Majeſty having already in 
a detailed Projet ſtated freely and fully His Condi- 
tions, and theſe Conditions having been at once re- 
jected by a ſweeping Claim on the Part of the French 
Government, it was not fitting or reaſonable, neither 
could it. be expected that any new Propoſals ſhould 
originate with His Majeſty: And that on every 
Ground the King had a Right to expect a Contre- 
Projet from them, ſtating at once plainly and with- 
out Reſerve the Whole of what they had to aſk, in- 
ſtead of bringing forward ſeparate points, One after 
another, directly contrary to the principle on which 
we had agreed to begin the Negotiation, and which, 
from their being inſulated, could only tend to pro- 
tract and impede its progreſs, 


c 


1 
« 


On the Firſt Point, on the Inadmiſſibility of the 
preliminary Conditions as propoſed by the French 

Cy Government, One of the French Plenipotentiaries ſaid, 
it was impoſſible for them to do more that to take it 
for Reference, that the Inſtructions they had received 
when the Directory ſent them the Note, were preciſe 
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and poſitive, and that they had received none ſince. 
He therefore had on that Point ſimply to requeſt of 
me, that I would ſtate in Writing the ſeveral Grounds 
on which His Majeſty rejected this Propoſition, in 
order that the Report tranſmitted by them to the 
Directory might be correct; and he aſſured me, that 
if I did not think it proper to put in Writing all the 
Arguments I had uſed to them in the Conference, 
they would have no Scruple of employing thoſe I _ 
omitted in fuch a Way as was the beſt calculated to 
give them Weight, and to uſe the French Minifter's 
own Expreſſion, to place the Negociation once more 
on its Legs. 5 | =; 
In regard to the Second Point, he had no heſitation 
in agreeiug with me, that the beſt Method, and in- 
deed the only One, which could accelerate the Whole 


of the Buſineſs, was for them to give in a Contre- 


Prejet, neither did he attempt to difprove our perfect 
Right to expect One from them before we made any 
new Propoſals. But he ſaid, that it was not neceſſary 
for him to obferve that as long as they were bound by 
their Inſtructions not to give way on the Propoſition, 
I had now fo decidedly rejected, that it was impoſ- 
| ſible for them to move a Step without new Orders 
from the Directory; that they would aſk for theſe 
Orders immediately, and loſe no time in acquainting 
me when they were received. | 
l obſerved, that in our laſt Conference he had in- 

timated to me they were empowered to come to ſome 
Explanation with me on the Subject of Compenſa- 
tion to be made to His Majeſty for the great Ceſſions 
he was diſpoſed to make; that, at the time, I con- 
ceived theſe Explanations were of a Nature to quali- 
fy the wide claim ſtated in the Note, and that if 1. 
had abſtained from preſſing him further at the mo- 
ment, it was from perceiving a Reluctance on their 
Part to bring them forward: — That, however, if 
they really had ſuch Propoſals to make me, and if 
they were of a Nature to meet in Subſtance 8 
pak . 5 


( 6g ) 


fe the Baſis laid down in the Projet I had Here, 1 


ſhould be well diſpoſed to liſten to them. 
One of the French Miniſters, after ſome Heſitation 


and a Sort of ſilent Reference to One of his Colleagues, 


faid he thought as Matters now ſtood, it would be 
much better to wait their Anſwer from Paris :—T ug 
it was a very important period, a Criſis in the Ne 


tiation, the Reſult of which probably woulld be con- 


eluſive as to its Fate, and that it ſeemed to be of 
more Conſequence to make this Reſult as conform» 
able to what he hoped I was convinced were as much 
their Wiſhes as mine, than to waſte our Time in Diſ- 
cuſſions which were uſeleſs, not to ſay more, till this 
was aſcertained. 


I confined myſelf in my Reply to ſaying, I had no 


Objection whatever to giving to the French Plenipo- 


tentiaries a paper, ſtating the ſtrong Motives on 


which His Majeſty rejected the propoſition made in 
their Note of the 15th; and that as I, on my part, 
had conſidered it a Duty to make my Reports as 
conciliatory as was conſiſtent with Truth and Cor- 
rectneſs, ſo I heard with great pleaſure the Aſſur- 
ances he gave me of their intending to obſerve the 
ſame Line of Conduct. 

That as we ſeemed perfectly agreed as to the pro- 
priety of their producing a Contre-Projet, I had no- 
thing to ſay on that point, except to expreſs my moſt 
ſincere Wiſh that it would ſoon appear, and when it 
did appear, be ſuch a one as would lead to a ſpeedy 
and ſatisfactory Concluſion of the Negotiatian. 


Right Honourable Lord Grenville. 


(No. 26.) "Wane from Lord Malmeſbury to the French 
Plenipotentiaries. 


Lx Miniſtre Pleniporentiaire de Sa Majeſts Britan- 
nique a fait paſſer à Sa Cour la Note qui lui a te re- 
miſe le 15 de ce Mois par les Miniſtres Plenipotenti- 
aire de la * F rangaiſe, et ayant recu les 
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Ordres du Roi ſon Maitre à ce Sujet, il s' empreſſe 


de leur re-iterer par ecrit, conformement au Deſir 


qu'ils lui en ont temoignẽ, les Reflexions ſuivantes, 
qu'il leur a deja expoſces de vive Voix d'apres ſes 


Inſtructions les plus poſitives. 


Il obſerve d' abord, que demander, © comme Pre- 
ec liminaire indiſpenſable de la Negotiation pour la 
« Paix avec VAngleterre, le Conſentement de Sa 
« Majeſte Britannique à la Reſtitution de toutes les 
« Poſſeſſions qu? elle occupe, non ſeulement ſur la 
« Republique Francaiſe, mais encore et formelle- 
« ment ſur l' Fſpagne et la Republique Batave, 
c'eft vouloir ẽtablir une Condition prealable qui ex- 
clut toute Reciprocite ; refuſe au Rot toute Compen- 
fation ; et ne laiſſe aucun Objet de Negociation ultẽ- 
rieure. . : 

Que la Rẽ publique Frangaiſe, autoriſẽe par ſes 
Allies à negocier en leur Nom et formellement les 
Articles de la Paix, ne ſauroit oppoſer ſes Traités 
partiels avec Eux à des Propoſitions raiſonnables; 
puiſqu' il eſt reconnu, que les Parties contractantes 
conſervent toujours le Pouvoir de modifier, d'un 
conſentement niutuel, les conditions auxquelles Elles 
ſe ſeront reſpectivement engagees, toutes les fois que 
leurs Interets communs pourront l'exiger par con- 
ſequent, la Propoſition faite au Roi d'une Reſtitution 

Encrale- et gratuite, comme Preliminaire indiſpenſa- 
ble, ſuppoſerait neceflairement à Sa Majeſte Catholi- 
que et à la Republique Batave, des Diſpoſitions bien 
moins pacifiques que celles qui animent la Rẽ publi- 
que Francaiſe. | 8 . 

Que d'ailleurs, d'après ce qui s'eſt paſſe dans les 

remieres Conferences, le Lord Malmeſbury a tou- 
jours cru devoir s'attendre à ce que le Roi ſon 

Maitre fut compenſe des Sacrifices qu'il ẽtait ports 
à faire pour la Paix, par la Conſervation d'une Partie 
de Ses Conquertes; et il pouvoit d' autant moins pre- 
voir quelque Obſtacle a l' Occaſion des Articles Sẽ- 
crets des Traites qui lient la Republique F rangaiſe, 


que 


E 


que le Principe de Compenſation fut reconnu par une 
Declaration formelle et poſitive faite au Nom du 
Directoire Execurtif, et communiquee dans une Note 
Officielle en Date du 27 Novembre 1796, Declara- 
tion poſtẽrieure a la Confection de ces Traites. 
C'ẽtait- donc à fin d'applanir autant que poſſible 
toutes les Difficultes, que dans le Projèt du Traitẽ 
que le Lord Malmeſbury à remis aux Miniſtres Ple= 
nipotentiaires de la Republique Frangaiſe, on laifſa à 
la France V Alternative d'etablir cette Compenſation 
ſur ſes propres Poſſeſſions, ou ſur celles de ſes Allies, 
—Or, le Refus abſolu de cette Alternative, parait 
ecarter le ſeu] Moyen poſſible de concilier tous les 
' Interets, et d'arriver à une Paix juſte, honorable, et 
perirugente. : 28 
Le Lord Malmeſbury, perſuade que telle ne 
fauroit Etre Intention du „ Francais, 
eſpère d'apres les Raiſons qu'il vient de leur expofer, 
qu'on ne continuera pas à inſiſter ſur une Condition à 
la quelle Sa Majeſte Britannique ne pourra aucune- 
ment Se preter. 5 : 
II prie de nouveau les Miniſtres Plenipotentiaires 
de la Republique Francaiſe d'agreer les Aſſurances 
de ſa haute Conſideration. : 
. (Signéẽ) MALMESBURY. 
A Liſle, ce 24me Juillet 1797. | 


(No. 26.) = Tranſlation. | | 


The Miniſter Plenipotentiary of His Britannick 


Majeſty has tranſmitted to his Court the Note which 
was delivered to him the 15th of this Month, by the 


Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republick ; 


and having received the Orders of the King his 
Maſter, on this Subject, he haſtens to repeat to them, 
in Writing, conformably to the Deſire which they 
have expreſſed to him, the following Reflections, 


which he had already ſtated to them verbally, in con- 


ſequence of his moſt poſitive Inſtructions. 


He 
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He obſerves, in the firſt Place, that to require 
2 As an indiſpenſable Preliminary of Negociation 
c for Peace with England, the Conſent of His Bri. 


ec tannick Majeſty to the ſormal Reſtitution of all 


« the Poſſeſſions which he occupies, as well thoſe of 
« the French Republick, as Kaner and formal 
« thoſe of Spain and the Batavian Republick,” is to 


* 


wiſh to eftabliſh a previous Condition, which ex- 
cludes all Reciprocity, refuſes to the King all Com- 


penſation, and leaves no Object of ulterior Negocia- 
tion. 

That the French Republic, formally authorized 
by its Allies to negociate the Articles of Peace in 
5 Name, cannot ſairly ſet up its partial Treaties 
with them, in | Oppoſition to reaſpnable Propoſals of 
Peace, ſince it is, univerſally underſtood that the 
Contracting Parties always Lare the Power to 
modify, by mutual Conſent, the Conditions by which 
they may be engaged to each other, whenever their 
common Intereſts may require it: —Conſequently, 
the Propoſition made to the King of a general and 
gratuitous Reſtitution as an indiſpenſable Preliminary, 
would neceſſarily impute to his Catholick Majeſty, 
and to the Batavian Republick, Diſpoſitions far leſs 
pacifick than thoſe which animate the French Re- 


publick. 


That moreover in confoquence of what paſſed in 
the firſt Conferences, Lord Malmeſbury has always 
thought himſelf entitled to expect that the King His 
Maſter would find a Compenſation for the Sacrifices 
He was ready to make for Peace, by retaining a Part 
of His Conqueſts ; and He was the leſs able to for- 
ſee any Obſtacle, on account of the Secret Articles 
of the Treaties which bind the French Republick, 
as the Principle of Compenſation was acknowledged 
by a formal and poſitive Declaration, made in the 
Name of the Executive Directory, and communi- 
cated in an Official Note, dated the 71 of 88 | 

| er, 
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ber 17963 a Dechpen, poſterior to the Completion 
of thoſe Treaties. : 

It was, therefore, in order to remove, as much as 
poſſible, every Difficulty that, in the Project of a 
Treaty, which Lord Malmeſbury has delivered to the 
Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republick, 
the Alternative was left to France to ſettle this Com- 
penſation on its own Poſſeſſions, or on thoſe of its 
Allies: But the abſolute Refuſal of this Alternative 
appears to do away the only poſſible Means of conci- 
liating every Intereſt, and of arriving at an honour- 
able, Juſt, and permanent Peace. 

Lord, Malmeſbury, perſuaded that ſuch cannot be 
the Intention of the French Government, hopes, 
that in conſequence of the Reaſons herein ſtated, a 
Condition will not be inſiſted upon, to which His 
Britannick Majeſty can by no Means conſent. 

He again requeſts the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of 
the French Republick to accept the Aſſurances of 
his high Conſideration. 

(Signed) MALMESBURY. 

Liſle, 92 July, 1797. 


| (No. a | x "Rare of a Di iſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury 
OR to Lord Grenville, dated Liſle, ans. 
Auguſt 6th, 1797. 


My Lord, f 


I fully expected, when I coceivad the incloſed Note 
on Friday, that the Conference propoſed was to ac- 
quaint me with the Inſtructions the French Plenipo- 
tentiaries had received from the Dite&ory, on the 
Note I had given in near a Fortnight ago, as an 
Anſwer to that in which the Reſtitution of the Whole 
of His Majeſty's Conqueſts from each of His Enemies 
is required as an indiſpenſable Preliminary to all Ne- 
gotiation. 

I was therefore ſurpriſed and diſappointed, when'I 
had taken my Place at the Conference, to hear from 


the French Pienipotentiaries that the Letters they 
I. had 


( 74 ) 


had received that Morning from Paris did not Jin 
any ſpecifick Reply to my laſt Note, but only went 
to inform them that the Directory had taken the 
Subject into their moſt ſerious Conſideration, and 
would acquaint them as ſoon. as poſſible with the Re- 
ſult. 

I could not avoid r my 88 and 
. Surpriſe that there exiſted any Heſitation whatever 
in the Mind of the Directory on a Point, which, 
although a very important, was certainly a very ſimple 
one: That to allow it to remain in-Doubt whether 
His Majeſty was to have any Compenſation or 
not, was in other Words to leave it in Doubt 
whether the Directory ſincerely meant Peace or not: 
— And that, although I was very far from wiſhing 
for any improper Haſte, or not to move in a Matter 
of ſuch Magnitude without becoming Prudence and 
Deliberation, yet I could not forbear lamenting that 
more than a Month had now elapſed without our 
having advanced a ſingle Step, notwithſtanding His 
Majeſty had, in the very Outſet of the Negotiation, 
manifeſted a Moderation and Forbearance unprece- 
dented under ſimilar Circumſtances: That anxious 
as I was not to prejudice it by any Repreſentations 
of mine, I muſt fay, this Delay placed me in a very 
aukward Poſition, as I really did not perceive how | 
could account for it in a Way at all ſatisfactory, at 
the ſame Time that it was quite impoſſible for me 
to ſuffer a longer Space of Time to paſs over with- 
out wrising to my Court. 

One of the French Plenipotentiaries expreſſed his 
earneſt Wiſh that I would write immediately; he was 
_ confident this Delay would be ſeen in its true light; 
and added, Si nous n'avangons pas à pas de Geant, 
ce j'eſpẽre que nous marchons d'un pas ſur.” And 
another of them repeated this Phraſe. 

' I expreſſed my ſincere Hope this might be the 
Caſe, but it would have been much better proved by 


the Communication of the n Project they had 
in 


jou . 


CE 1 
in a Manner pledged themſelves to procure, than by 
any vague and indeterminate Aſſurances of what 
might poſſibly be the Reſult of the preſent Suſpen- 
fion of all Buſineſs, T hey obſerved to me, that the 
Counter Project would of” courſe be (virtually) con- 
tained in their next Inſtructions, and that their only 
Motive for wiſhing to ſee me was, to convince me 
that this Delay had neither originated with them, 
nor been occaſioned at Paris by any Want of Atten- 
tion to this important Buſineſs, or from any Cauſe 
not immediately and clofely connected with it. 

I deſired to know from them when they thought 
it probable they ſhould receive poſitive and explicit 
Inſtructions, whether in Three, Four, or Five Days? 
They ſaid, it would be probably Eight 6r Ten. And 
one of them obſerved, that as our not meeting more 
frequently gave Rife to many idle Rumours and. 
falſe Reports, he would propoſe to me, if I had no 
Obejection, to meet every other Day at Two o'clock: 
That it was very poſſible that in our next Two or, 

Three Meetings we might have nothing material to 
ſay, but that we ſhould get better acquainted with 
each other, and in our Converſations mutually fug- 


geſt Ideas which might be of Uſe.—I readily con- 


ſented to this. 

I had a Confederate again this Morning. As I was 
very deſirous of being enabled to tranſmit to your 
Lordſhip ſome more ſatisfactory Accaunt as to the 
Motives of this Delay, I again preſſed the French 


Plenipotentiaries on this Point. Each of them 
repeated what they had ſaid before, and on my en- 


deavouring to make them feel how impoſſible it was 
that His Najeſty ſhould not be hurt at this Demur 
on ſo very .ſimple a Point, One of them ſaid, you 


ought to augur- favourably from it; your Note was 


a Refuſal to agree to what was ſtated by the Direc- 
tory in their Inſtructions to us as a fine qua non: 
I the Directory were determined to perſiſt in this 
line qui non, they would have faid fo at once — Je 
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ec vous aſſure qu'il nous auroit promptement renvoye 
ce Courier, were his words: The Time they took 


to deliberate indicates beyond a Doubt that they are 
looking for ſome Temperament, and it ſcarce can 


o 


be doubred that one will be found, —I ſaid I was 
well pleaſed to hear him ſay this; but that ſtill he 


muſt be aware that it would not be an eaſy Taſk for 


me to make my Diſpatches To- day either intereſting: 


or ſatisfactory. . 


Another of the French Miniſters ſaid that he really 


believed that this would be the only great Impedi- 
ment we ſhould have to encounter, that every Thing 
would go on quickly and ſmoothly, and that I muſt 
admit the preſent to be a very important and difficult 


Point in the Negotiation. I agreed with him entirely 
as to its Importance, but could not acquieice as to 


its Pifficulty. | | | 
I am very ſorry, my Lord, that in ſuch a Mo- 
ment, and after waiting ſo long, I ſhould not be 


able to ſend you more explicit and deciſive Aſſu- 
rances; but it is not in 'my Power to compel the 


French Negotiators to move on faſter. All I can 


do is by my Conduct and Language to take care that 


no Part whatever of the Imputation of Delay ſhould 
attach to me. T have, at every Conference I have 
held, always declared my Readineſs, to proceed, and 
I ſhall not fail to repeat this every Time we meet. 


Right Honourable Lord Grenville, &c. &c. &c. 


(No. 28.) Note from the French plenipotentiaries 


to Lord Malmeſbury. 


Les Miniſtres Plenipotentiaires de la Republique 


Frangoiſe ſeroient charmés de Pouvoir s'entretenir 
quelques Inſtants avec Lord Malmeſbury; ils ont en 
conſequence l Honneur de lui propoſer une Reunion 
qui auroit Lieu aujourd'hui à Deux Heures ou a telle 


autre qui lui conviendroit mieux, et qu'il voudroit 


bien indiquer. 
| | Cel 


- 


\ 


= (mY 


C'eſt: avec Plaiſir qu'ils renouvellent au Lord 
| Malmeſbury PAfſurance de leur haute Conſideration; 


. ( Signée) LE TOURNEUR. 
HUGUES B. MARET. 


Lille, 17 Thermidor, 
An the. la Republique. 


6 


COLCHEN, Sec. Gen. ae la * I 


(No. 28.) _ Tranſlation. 


Tux Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Re- 
publick will, be happy to have an Opportunity of 
converſing for a few Minutes with Lord Malmeſ- 
bury; and they have in conſequence the Honor of 
propoſing to him to meet them at Two o'Clock To- 
day, or at any other Hour which may be more con- 
venient to him, and which he will have the Goodneſs 

| to PPS | 

| They renew, with Pleaſure, to Lord Malmeſbury, 
the Aſſurances 'of their high Confideration, 


(Signed) LE TOURNEUR. 


HUGUES B. MARET. 
+ Lille, 17 Thermidor, 
th Year of the Republick, - 


3 4s 1797» ) 


COLCHEN Sec. Gen. of the 


Legation of the Republick. 
(Aug. 4, 1797.) 


(No. 29.) Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord 1 to 
Lord Grenville, dated Lille, Auguſt 14th, 1797. 


My Lord, 


IN conſequence of the Reſolution we had come to, 
to meet en the Days of the Arrival of the Poſt 
from Paris, our Conferences for this laſt Week 
have taken place regularly every other Morn- 
ng, _ on 7 the Toth of Auguſt, which 

being 
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( 78.) 
being the Anniverſary of: Ove of hifi National Feſ- 
wee | the French Legation could not attend. 

1 have in mine, No. 17, given your Lordſhip an 
Account of every Thing which paſſed in theſe Con- 
ferences, up to that of the 6th. On the 8th. nothing 
was. faid at all worth tranſmitting, except an Intima- 
tion flung out by by Ore of the French Plenipotentia- 
ties, that it would be neceffary to take into Confi- 
deration the Rights of Neutral Nations on this Oc- 
eaſion. But as he ſpoke very vaguely, and in gene- 
ral Terms, I did not chooſe to preſs him for an Ex- 
planation, as I conſider it more judicious to avoid 
Diſcuſſions on ſeparate and collateral Points, and not 
to enter into Negotiation till the- Whole can be 
brought under Deliberation at once. 
What paſſed on the 12th was rather more intereſt. 
ing. The Return of Mr. Weſley afforded me a very 
natural Opportunity of expreffing the Impatience 
with which an Anſwer to. my laſt Note- was expected 
by my Court; that Three Weeks had now. elapſed 
ſince its Tranſmiſſion, and that although I by no 
Means wiſhed to inſinuate that due Attention had 
not been paid to fo very important a Subject as that 
on which we were treating, vet I could not but great- 
ly lamert, that Day after Day ſhoald be allowed to 
paſs away without our proceeding at all in the great 
Buſineſs for which we were met. One of the French 
Miniſters ſaid, That it was impoſſible I could lament 
this Delay more than they did; that they had already 
declared to me that it was occaſioned by a With not 
to create but to remove Difficulties; and they could 
aſſure me poſitively, that the- French Government 
had no other Object in View, and that I ſhould find, 
when once we began fairly to negotiate, we ſhould 
proceed very rapidly. 

I, replied it was indeed very material to make good 
the Time we had loſt. The French Miniſter anfivered, 
you would not call it Time loſt if you knew how it. 
was employed. was my expreſſing, by my Manner, 
: a With 


* 


\ AF 
a Wiſh to be informed, he went on, by ſaying we 
will not {cruple to tell you, though we fee] we ought 
not yet to do it officially, that we. are conſulting with 
our Allies; that we have communicated” to them all 
that has paſſed here; we have ſtated that, unleſs they 
mean to continue the War, they muſt releaſe us from 


our- Engagements, and enable us, to a certain De- 
ree, to meet your Propoſals, 


— 


The Conference of To- day is this Moment over. 


One of the French Plenipotentiaries informed me, that 
he had received this Morning a Letter from the Pre- 
ſident of the Directory, aſſuring him that in Four or 
Five Days they would receive their final Inſtructions; 
and he added of himſelf, that he truſted theſe would 
be ſuch as would enable us to continue our. Work 
without any further Interruption. I ſaid, I hoped 
theſe Inſtructions would be in Subſtance a Counter 
Project, as I did not ſee how any Thing ſhort of One 
could enable us to proceed & rapidly as he deſcribed, 

He agreed with me entirely, and affured me, that 
both he and his Colleagues had repeatedly ſtated the 
Neceſſity of a Counter Project being ſent them; and 
he obſer ved, that he really thought the French Go- 
vernment might have foreſeen every Thing which 
had paſſed. and been prepared with one; and that 
this would have ſaved a great deal of valuable Time. 
As ] could not myſelf have ſaid more, I readily gave 
a full Aſſent to what I heard. 


(No. 30.) Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Grenville to 
ö Lord Malmeſbury, dated Downing Street, 
Auguſt 19th, 1797. 


AN Expreſſion mentioned in One of your Lord- 
ſhip's laſt Diſpatches to have fallen from One of the 
French Plenipotentiaries, leads to the Preſumption 
that it is intended, on the Part of France, to bring 
forward ſome Propofal about the Navigation of Neu- 
tral Powers in Time of War, Your Lordſhip will 


beſt judge of the proper Opportunity of expreſſing 


His 
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His Majeſty's decided and unalterable Reſolution on 
this Point, not to admit of any Propoſal fer treating 
with his Enemies on the Subject of the Rights or 
Claims of Neutral Powers. 

The only Remark with which I have to trouble 
your Lordſhip by this Meſſenger, relates to an Ex- 
preſſion in the late Meſſage of the Directory to the 
Council of Five Hundred, which, if literally taken, 
conveys an accuſation againſt His Majeſty's Govern- 
ment, that ſome Delay has ariſen on the Part of this 
Country in the Negotiations at Liſle. This is fo 
avowedly contrary to the Fact, that it muſt be con- 
| fidered as impoſſible that ſuch a Charge could be 

1 intended to be made by a Government which had at 

thar Moment delayed for Three Weeks making any 

Anſwer to His Majeſty” s diſtinct and liberal Propo- 

ſals of Peace, and whoſe Plenipotentiaries were daily 

apologizing to your Lordſhip for this unbecoming, 

and as they almoſt confeſs, unaccountable Delay; 

= but as the Point is too important to be left unnoticed, 

it is the King's Pleaſure that your Lordſhip ſhould 

preſent a Note, remarking upon the Senſe to which 

theſe Words are liable, expreſſing your Perſuaſion 

that ſuch cannot be the Intention with which they 

were uſed, but aſking on the Part of your Court an 

Explanation to that Effect, which cannot be refuſed 

without a Violation of every Thing which Truth 
and Juſtice require on ſuch an Occaſion. 
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(o. N Extract from the Meſſage of the French Di- 
rectory to the Council of Five Hundred, 
Auguſt gth, 1797. 


Ex fin, cette Cauſe eſt dans le Deſeſpoir od ſont 
tous les vrais Citoyens, et particulierement les De- 
fenſeurs de la Patrie, de voir s eloigner, au Moment 
« mEme de ſa Concluſion, et après Pavoir achetèe par 
tant de Sang et de Souffrance, une Paix Definitive, 
que follicitoient enfin avec Empreſſement les Chefs 


de la Coalition vaincue, et qu'un Gouvernement, 
; ; Ami 
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d'Emprefſement encore, lorſque, tout à coup, rani- 
mant leurs Eſperances, comptant ſur. une Diſſolu- 
tion generale par le Defaut de Finances, ſur la De- 
ſtruction de Gouvernement, ſur la Mort, ou PExil 


des plus braves Generaux, et ſur la Diſperſion er la 


Perte des Armees, ces memes Puiſſances coaliſces 


ont mis autant de Lenteur dans les Negotiations, 


qu'elles avoient montrẽ d' Ardeur pour terminer. 
(No. 31.) Tranſlation. 


In ſhort this Cauſe is in the ſame Deſpondency in 
which all good Citizens, and particularly the Defen- 
ders of the Country are, at fceing deferred at the 
very Moment when its Concluſion was thought to be 
near at hand, and after having bought it with ſo 
much Blood and ſo much Suffering—a definitive 


Peace with the Heads of the yanquiſhed Coalition at 


length ſolicited in good Earneſt, when its Concluſion 
was expected, and which a Government, friendly to 


Humanity, were ſtill more earneſt to conclude ; 


When, all on a ſudden, buoyed up with new Hopes, 
reckoning upon a general Diſſolution of . the Govern- 
ment by the falling of its Finances, upon its Deſ- 
truction, upon the Death or Baniſhment of its braveſt 
Generals, and upon the Diſperſion-and Loſs of its 
Armies, theſe very ſame coaleſced Powers have 
thrown as much Delay into the Negotiations, as they 
had ſhewn Anxiety to bring them to an End. 


(No. 32.) Copy of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmſbury 
to Lord Grenville, dated Liſle, Auguſt 
| | 22, 1797» | 
My Lord, = 


Is my Conference of this Morning, I todk an 
Oppor tunity of remarking to the French Plenipoten- 


tiaries on the very unfair and extraordinary Aſſertion 
which had appeared in the Meſſage of the gth Inſtant, 


from the Directory to the Council of Five Hundred. 
M | = 


Ami de l!Humanite, cherchoit à conclure avec plus - 
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viz, © que Jes Puiſſances coaliſces ont mis autant de 
466 | ene dans les Negotiations, qu'elles avoient 


© montre de 'Ardeur pour les terminer. I obſerv- 
ed to them that I had Orders from my Court to aſk. 
a preciſe Explanation, whether this Accuſation of 
Delay was meant to apply to the Manner in which 
His Majeſty. had conducted the Negotiation: at Liſle, 
and if it was ſo meant, to declare that no Accuſation 


was ever more deſtitute of Foundation, nor a wider 
Deviation from the real Fact. I ſaid I was perfectly 


ready to abide by their Determination on this Point, 
convinced that it was impoſſible for them not to ac- 
knowledge that the Delay (if there had been any 
blameable Delay) reſted with the French Govern- 
ment and not with His Majeſty. The French Ple- 
nipotentiaries admitted this to be moſt ſtrictly true; 
that the Phraſe I had quoted was an ill judged one, 
and mal redigze ; but that it could not in any Point of 
View whatever be conſtrued as applying to England; 
and they were ready to ſay, that when it was written, 
the Directory alluded ſolely to the Court of Vienna; 
that they could aſſure me they had been very faithful 
in their Reports, and that when they ſaid this it was 
ſaying in other Words, that J had carried on the Ne- 
gotiation with as much Expedition as poſſible, and 
that if it had proceeded flowly for this laſt Month, 
the Slowneſs aroſe on their Side and not on mine. 

I faid I could not for an Inſtant call in queſtion 
their Feelings on this Point; it was the Inſinuation 
conveyed in the Meſſage, and which had gone over 
Europe, that it was neceſſary for me to elear up, and 
to know whether the Directory thought and felt as 
they did. One of the French Minifters, with very 
ſtrong Expreſſions, aſſured me the Directory eertainly 
did think and feel like them,; that no unfair or inſi- 
dious Alluſion was meant, and added, ** que ce 
Meſſage etoit fait pour ſtimuler les Conſeils.“ I 
went on by obſerving it was very eſſential for me to 


| have this ully explained, and that I ſhould give them 
in 


( $3) 


in a Note to this Effect; they requeſted { would not, 
it would lead to diſagreeable Diſcuſſions, and would 
not anſwer the End I propoſed. They would take 
upon themſelves not to aſſure me in the Name of 
the Directory that nothing at all ſimilar to the Con- 
ſtruction J put on the Phraſe was intended, and that 
as ſoon as they could receive an Anſwer to the Re- 
port they ſhould make of To-day's Converfation, they 
would ſay the ſame from the Directory itſelf. 

I hope, my Lord, I have, therefore, by obtaining 
this very preciſe nad; formal Diſavowal of an Inten- 


tion to fix any Imputation of Delay on His Majeſty's 


Government, fulfilled the Object of my Inſtructions 
on this particular Point, If when the French Pleni- 
potentiaries ſpeak from the Directory, the Diſavowal 
ſhould not be equally ſatisfactory and complete, I 
then will not fail, according to your Lordſhip's Or- 
der, to give in a Note. 
| I have the Honor to be, TT 
(Signed) MALMESBURY, 
Right Honourable Lord Grenville, 


„No. 33.) Extract of a Diſpateh from Lord Malmeſ- 


bury to Lord Grenville, dated Lifle, 
Auguſt 22, 1797. 


Tar Four Conferences I have held with the French 
Plenipotentiaries, ſince J laſt wrote to your Lordſhip 


on the 14th inſtant, will not, I fear, furnith very 


intereſting Materials for a Diſpatch. 


Our. Conference of this Morning was principally 


employed in what I have related in my other Diſ- 
patch ; but the French Plenipotentiaries aſſured me, 


that by Thurſday, or at the lateſt by Saturday, they 


expected to receive their long expected Meſſenger. 


Wo. % Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſ- 


bury to Eord Grenville, dated Liſle, 
Auguſt 29, 1797. 


1 Au extremely ſorry to be forced t to announce to 
2 Four 


1 


your Laplſhip, that freſh Delays occur in the Inarch 
of the Negotiation. 

The French Plenipotentiaries . me at our 
Conference Yeſterday, that the laſt Anſwer from 
Holland was ſo unſatisfactory that the Directory had 
ordered the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs to return it 
to the Dutch Miniſters at Paris; that the Dutch 
Miniſters could not take upon themſelves to alter it in 
the Way the Directory propoſed, but had been 
obliged to refer to their Government for new Orders; 
and that therefore, ſuppoſing no Time to be Joſt in 
Deliberation on this Subject at the Hague, it would 
be at leaſt a Week from To- day before any farther 
Account could be received here. 

Aſter lamenting this unexpected Procraſtination of 
our Buſineſs, I expreſſed a Wiſh to know what the 
Dutch Anſwer had been, what Objections the Direc- 
tory had made to it, and the Alteration they were 
deſirous it ſhould undergo. 

One of the French Plenipotentiarits ſaid, it had not 
been communicated to them, but that he underſtood 
it was complexe, louche, et peu ſatisfaiſante, —T hat the 
Directory expected it ſhould be clear and diſtinct, 
and ſuch an one as would enable them to ſend ſuch 
Inſtructions here, as would allow us to go on with 


the Negotiations in a Way to recover the Time we. 
had loſt, 


\ 


1 iind & a Diſpatch from 15 Malmef- 
bury to Lord Grenville, dated Liſle, 
September, 5, 1797. 


My Lord, 

I sHoULD have conſidered what has paſſed in our 
Conferences ſince 1 laſt had the Honour of writing 
to your Lordſhip by Mr. Weſley, as in itſelf too un- 
important to authorize me fo diſpatch a Meſſenger, 
bur that in general I think it my Duty never to leave 
your Lordſhip more than a Week without hearing 
ſrom me; and I was alſo glad of an Opportunity | 

2 : | 0 


< as - 


to acknowledge the Receipt of your Lordſhip's Diſ- 
pitch, No. 23, which was delivered to me by the 
Meſſenger Shaw, on the 31ſt Auguſt, at 10. P. M. 
Nothing but common Converſation paſſed in our 
Conferences of the zoth Auguſt and of the 1ſt Sep- 
tember. In that of the zd the French Plenipoten- 
tiaries confirmed what they had taken upon them- 
ſelves to aſſure me on the 22d Auguſt, in conſe- 
quence of the Repreſentation I had your Lordſhip's 
Orders to make on the Expreffions employed by the 
Directory in their Meſſage of the gth Avguſt to the 
Councils, and which Expreſſions appeared to fix an 
Imputation of Delay on His Majeſty's Government, 
in the Progreſs of the Negotiation. They ſaid that 
they had reported to the Directory what I obſerved 
on this Subject, and that they were now charged to 
repeat what I had already heard from them, and to 
declare that no Intention ſimilar to that I ſuppoſed 
euer cxiſted on the Part of the Directory. 
In our Conference of this Morning, although I 
had . Reaſon to expect that the Anſwer from the 
Hague was arrived at Paris; yet it was not ad- 
mitted by the French Plenipotentiaries. 


(No. 36,) Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſ- 
| | * bury to Lord Grenville, gth Septem- 
| ber, 19097»: - . 

I NEED not ſay that the Two Conferences which 
have been held ſince I diſpatched the Meſſenger, | 
Brooks, were not likely, under the preſent Circum- ; 

ſtances of this Country, to afford any Thing extreme- . 
ly important or intereſting. 

In That of Thurſday the 7th, One of the French 
Plenipotentiaries began, on my entering the Room, 
announcing a Wiſh that the great Event which had 
taken place at Paris, ſhould not interrupt for a long 
Time our Negotiation, or deſtroy the pleaſing Ptol- 
pect we had ot its ſoon terminating ſucceſsfully; and 
from his Manner I clearly ſaw he ment SO = 

NG | ea 
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Idea that it was. his Opinion it would not. I endea. 
voured to diſcover whether he fpoke in conſequence 
of any private Inteligenee he had received from Paris, 
or ſimply from his own private Judgement, and [ 
found it was entirely from the latter. . 
In our Conference of this Morning, he ſaid they 
were ſtill without any Letters from M. Talleyrand 
(which rather ſurpriſed him) ; but he eould affure me, 


.  evith Certainty, that by Monday they ſhould be em- 


powered to go on with the Negotiation, and that [ 
might ſafely ſay ſo to my Court. ; 
(No. 37.) Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Grenville 
5 to Lord Malmeſbury, dated Downing 
Street, September 11th, 1797. | 


| Your Lordſhip's Diſpatches .by the Meſſenger, 
Shaw, were received here this Morning. 
It would be premature in the preſent Moment, to 
enter into any reaſoning on the Effect which the ex- 
traordinary Events at Paris may be expected to have 
on the important Negotiation with which your Lord- 
ſhip is charged, A very few Days muſt now pro- 
bably ſhew, in the moſt unequivocal Manner, what 
are the Views which are enteftained by the now pre- 
dominant Party at Paris, reſpecting the Queſtion of 
Peace or War with Great Britain: And it becomes 
His Majeſty's Government to wait the Event with the 
ſame Deſire for Accomodation on reaſonable Terms, 
and the ſame Firmneſs, with reſpe& to undue and 
inſulting Demands, which has actuated every Part of 
the Conduct held by your Lordſhip. | 


(No. 38.) 3 Copy of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury 
to Lord Grenville, dated Liſle, Monday, 
September 11, 1797. 


My Lord, 5 
On my going to the Conference this Morning, the 


French Plenipotentiaries informed me that the ks 
| 1 Frenc 


gra. 


> 


6 | 


French Legation was recalled, and that Meſſrs. Treil« 
| hard and Bonniier d'Alco were appointed in their 1 

Room. They ſaid, their Orders were to communi- 
cate this Event to me immediately, and at the ſame 
Time to add, in the Name of the French Govern- 
ment, that this Alteration, in the Choice of the Ne- 
gotiators, would not produce any whatever in the 

Diſpoſition of the Directory, to r che N egotiation 
to a happy Iſſue. 

I affured them I was extremely ſorry to hear, that 
they were recalled. That we had hitherto acted to- 
gether ſo cordially, that it was to be lamented any 
Circumſtances had ariſen which made the French 
Government think-it adviſable to put the Negotiation 

into other Hands. 

That I received with Satisfaction aka they told 
me as to the Sentiments manifeſted by the Directory, 
relative to the Negotiation, and that I could aſſure 
them, they were ſuch as certainly exiſted in the Breaſt 
of my Royal Maſter. 

I then ſuggeſted to them, whether it would not be 
proper to give me an Official Note on this Occaſion, 
fince it made a very marked Period in the Negotiation; 
and as they perfectly agreed with me on the Propriety 
of this, they ſent me that I now encloſe. 

I conſider this Event as ſo material, that I do not 
loſe a Moment in diſpatching One of my Servants 
to England, as I have at preſent no Meſſenger with 

me, | 


| I have the Honour to be. &c., 
| (Signed) MALMESBURY, 
Right Honourable Eord Grenville. 


| 
11 
* 
ve. 
4% 
* * 
Fi 
, 
; 
% 
! 
* 


1 
1 
2 
IL 
4 
* P 
$ 
1 
1 
a 
25 
fy - 
"1 
3. 
1 
4 
E * 
1 
8 


0 . y 4 22 * 
rr 
r 


8 39. Note from the French Plenipotentiaries 
5 to Lord Malmeſbury. 


LES Minifires Plenipotentiaires de la Republique 
Frangoiſe ont PHonneur d'informer Lord Malmeſbury 
qu ils ont regu, par POrdinarie de ce Jour, un * 

u 


- 


du Directorie Executif, qui porte leur Rappel, et la 


Nomination des C. C. Treilhard et Bonnier pour 
leur ſucceder, et ſuivre les Negotiations commencees 


avec l' Angleterre.— Le Miniſtre des Relations Exte- 


rieures, en envoyant aux Miniſtres Plenipotentiaires 


ſouſſignẽs cet Arrete du DireCtoire du Vingt- deux de 
ce Mois, leur mande d'attendre PArrivee de leurs 
Succeſſeurs. Il les charge auſſi de prevenir le Mini- 
ſtre Plenipotentiaire de Sa Majeſte Britannique que 
le Changement des Negociateurs n'en apporte aucun 
dans les Diſpoſitions du Directorie pour la Negotia- 
tion. "> | IF, 

Les Miniſtres Plénipotentiaires de la Republique 
Francoiſe ont PHonneur de reiterer au Lord Malmeſ- 
bury PAfſurance de leur haute Conſideration. 

| „„ (Signe) LE TOURNEUR. 
* HUGUESB, MARET. 
Lille, le 25 Fructidor, „„ . 
An 5 de la Republique. | 
| COLCHEN, See. Gen. de la Legation. 


(No. 40.) 3 | Note from Lord Malmeſbury to th 


French Plenipotentiaries, | 


L Miniſtre Plenipotentiaire de Sa Majeſte Britan- 


nique a I'Honneur d' accuſer la Reception de la Note 


que les Miniſtres Plenipotentiaires de la Republique 
Frangoiſe lui ont adreſſẽe, pour lui faire Part de 
PArrete du Directoire Exécutif qui porte leur Rappel 


et la Nomination des Miniſtres deſtines à leur ſuc- 
ce der, et a ſuivre les Negociations deja commencces. 


Il recoit en mEme tems avec Satisfaction, et tranſ- 
mettra de fuite a ſa Cour, PAflurance que ce Change- 
ment des Negociateurs n'en apporte aucun dans les 
Diſpoſitions du Directoire pour la Negociation. 

Le Lord Malmeſbury, en remerciant les Miniſtres 
Plenipotentiaries de la Republique Frangoiſe de cette 
Communication, les prie d'&tre perſuades de ſes 
Regrets perſonels 3 VOccaſion de leur Depart, ct 
d'agreer les Aſſurances de ſa haute Conſideration. 


digné) MALMESBURT. 
a Lille, ce 12 September, 1797. | | 


ff 


% 


GR 
(No. 39.) Pranſlation. | 

Tux Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Re- 

ublic have the Honour to inform Lord Malmeſ- 
199% that they have received, by this Day's Poſt, 
a Decree of the Executive Directory, ſignifying 
their Recall, and the Nomination of Citizens Treil- 
hard and Bonnier to ſucceed them, and to continue 
the Negotiations entered upon with England. 

The Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, in ſending to 
the Underſigned Miniſters Plenipotentiary this De- 
cree of the Directory, of the 22d of this Month, 
orders them to wait the Arrival of their Succeſſors. 
It alſo directs them to inform the Miniſter Plenipo- 
tentiary of His Britannick Majeſty, that the Change 
of the Negotiators does not carry with it any Change 
in the Diſpoſition of the Directory, with regard to 
the ß ff 7 RR. 

The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Re- 
publick have the Honour to renew to Lord Malmeſ- 
bury the Aſſurances of their high Conſideration. 

- (Signed) LE TOURNEUR. - 
. - > HUGUES B.:MARET. 
Liſle, 25 Fructidor, | | | 
sth Year of the Republick. : 
(Sept.) 11, 1797.) | 


COLCHEN, Sec: Gen. of the Legation. 


42 \ 


(No. 40.) , 1 Tranſlation. 


Tang Miniſter Plenipotentiary of His Britannick 
Majeſty has the Honour to acknowledge the Receipt - 
of the Note which the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of 
the French Republick have addreſſed to him, com- 
municating the Decree of the Executive Directory, 
which ſignifies their Recall and the Nomination of 
the Minifters deſtined to ſucceed them, and to con- 
tinue the Negotiations already commenced. He 
receives at the ſame Time with Satisfaction, and 
will tranſmit without Delay to his Court, the Aſſur- 

„ N | ance, 
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TC 2: 
ance,” that this Change of the Negotiators does 
not bring with it any Change in the Diſpoſition of 
the Directory as to the Negotiation © | 
Lord Malmeſbury in thanking the Miniſters Ple- 
nipotentiary of the French Republick for this Com- 
munication, begs them to be perſuaded of his per- 


ſonal Regret on account of their Departure, and to 
accept the Aſſurances of his high Conſideration, - 


(Signed) =  MALMESBURY. 
Liſle, be 12, 1797. 


(Wo 41.) Raja of a | Diſpatch from Lent Malmeſ. 
e to Lord Grenville, dated Liſle, 
£7t September, 1797. ä 


My Lord, 
Tur new French Plenipotentiaries, Meſeurs 
Treilbard and Bonnier d' Alco, with their principal 
Secretary M. Derche, and Two private Secretaries, 
arrived here at Five o'Clock A. M. on Wedneſ- 
day the 13th Inſtant. At Eleven A. M. they ſent 
M. Derché to acquaint me with their Arrival, and 
to inquire at what Hour I would receive their Viſit, 
In conſequence of my. ſaying whenever it was con- 
venient to them, they came immediately, attended 
by Meſſieurs Le Tourneur, Maret, and Colchen. 

On taking Leave, M. Le Tourneur came forward 
and ſaid to me, in his Name and that of his Col- 
| leagues, that they could not terminate their Miſſion 
without expreſſing the Satisfaction they had felt from 
the Openneſs and Candour (Loyauté et Franchiſe) 
wich which I had acted during the Whole of the 
dieses, or take Leave of me, without expreſſ- 

ing their ſincere perſonal' Regrets ; that the Recol- 
lection of my Conduct would always be agreeable to 
them, and that jit had given me the ſtrongeſt Title to 
their Eſteem and good 'Wilhes. 

After giving the new Plenipotentiaries as much 
Time as was neceſſary to return to their own Houle, 
I ſent Mr. Roſs to aſk at what Hour I might oO 


— 


<9 2) 


their Viſit ; and, in conſequence of their Anſwer, I 
went to them, attended by Lord Morpeth and Mr. 
Ellis. 625 | | 


I took an Opportunity of returtiing the | Compli- 


ment M. Le Tourneur had made me; and I muſt 
nin Juftice repeat my Lerd, what I have already ſaid, 
that his Conduct and that of his Colleagues has, 
in every Point which has depended on them, been 
perfectly fair and honorable, and in no Inſtance 
contrary to the Principles they announced, and the 
Profeſſions they made. It is therefore impoſſible 
for me not to regret them, and not to conſider the 
Change of Negotiators at leaſt as a very unpleafant, 
if not a very unfortunate Incident. +> 3 


(No. 42.) a2 Copy of a Diſpatch: from Lord Malmef- 
| 3 21 | bury to Lord Grenville, dated Liſle, 
Bs 3 MY A 17th September, 1797. 
.T $HALL endeavour in this Diſpatch: to give your 
Lordſhip as circumſtantial an Account as my Me- 


* 


mory will allew me to do, of what has paſſed in 


the TWO Conferences I have held with the new 
French Plenipotentiariee. N 

In that of Friday the 14th, after communicating 
to me the Arrete of the Directory appointing them 
to ſucceed Meſſieurs Le Tourneur and Maret, and 
empowering them to continue, the Negotiation with 
me, One of them began by making the ſtrongeſt Aſſur- 
ances of the ſincere Deſire entertained by the Di- 
rectory for Peace, He obſerved, that if this Deſire 
had manifeſted itſelf ſo ſtrongly at a Moment when 
the Two great Authorities of the Country were at 
Variance, it muſt naturally become ſtronger and be 
exerted with more Effect when all ſpirit of Diviſion 
was ſuppreſſed, and when the Government was 
ſtrengthened by the perfect Concord which now 
reigns between all its Branches: That the firſt and 
molt material Point to be aſcertained in every Nego- 
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Bion . the Extent of the full Powers with which 

the Negotiators are veſted; that I ſhould find theirs 
to be very ample: and that, as it was neceſſary to 
the Succeſs of our Diſcuſſions that mine ſhould 
be equally: ſo, they had it in Command to preſent 


a Note, the Object of which was to inquire, whether 


1 was authorized to treat on the Principle of a ge- 
neral Reſtitution of every Poſſeſſion remaining in 
His Majeſty's Hands, not only belonging to them, 
but to their Allies; that I was not unacquainted 
with their Laws and with their - Treaties ; that a 
great Country could not on any Occaſion act in 
Contradiction to them; and that, aware as I muſt 
be of this, I could not but expect the Queſtion 
contained in the Note, neither cquld I conſider 
the Requiſition of an explicit Anſwer, previous to 
entering upon the Negotiation, as ariſing from any 
other Motive than that of the moſt perfect Wiſh, 


on the Part of the Directory, to bring it to a ſuc- 


cesful, and, above all, to a ſpeedy Concluſion. - 

I replied,” that if after what. I heard I could 
allow myſelf to hope for ſuch an Event: as he 
ſeemed to think probable, or give any Credit to 
the pacifick Diſpofitions he announced on the Part 
of the French Government, ſuch Hope muſt ariſe 


ſolely from the Confidence 1 might place in his 


Aſſurances ; ſince the Meaſure itſelf now adopted 
by the Directory was certainly calculated to make 
a directly contrary Impreſhon on my Mind; that I 
could not conceal from him, that far from expecting 


ſuch a Queſtion, its being now put ſurprized me 


beyond Meaſure, ' and ſtill more ſo, when from his 


Comment upon it I was to infer, that he wiſhed 


me to conſider it as tending to promote a ſpeedy 
Pacification; that the Queſtion expreſſed in the Note 
he had delivered (for he had given it to me, and I 
had read it over as he ended his Speech) was Word 
for Word the ſame: as that put to me by his Prede- 
ceſſors ſo long ago as the 14th July; that on the 


15th 


5 


15th T had, "Mp my.own Authority, given an An- 
ſwer, and that this Anſwer I confirmed fully and 
diſtinctly by Order. of my Court on the 24th July: 
that theſe Notes had to the preſent Hour remained 
unnoticed, and a delay of Two Months had occur- 
red; that the Reaſons aſſigned for this Delay were, 
a8 I was repeatedly told, a decided Reſolution, on 
the Part of the French Government to liſten to the 
reaſonable Propoſals made by His Majeſty; but that 
being bound by their Engagements with the Court 
of Madrid and the Batavian Republick, and wiſh- 

ing to treat their Allies with due Conſideration, they 
were breed of Conſulting with them previous to 
any poſitive aration, and obtaining rom them 
a voluntary Releaſe from thoſe Engagements ſuffi- 
cient to. enable the French Plenipotentiaries here to 
admit the Baſis His Majeſty had eſtabliſhed, and to 
ground on it all future Diſcuſſions which might ariſe 
in the. Courſe of the Negotiation ; that if "he had 
read over the Papers left, undoubtedly, in his Poſ- 
ſeſſion by his Predeceſſors, he would find what I 
ſtated to be ſtrictly true; and that of courſe it could 
not be difficult to account for my Surprize, when, 
after being told that he and his Colleague' were to 
take up the Negotiation preciſely where they found 
it, it now became evident that it was to be flung 
back to the very: Point from which we ſtarted, and 
flung back in a Way which ſeemed to threaten a 
Concluſion very different from that he foretold. 

I ſhall not attempt to follow the French Miniſter 
through the very elaborate and certainly able Speech 
he made in Reply, with a View to convince me that 
the Enquiry. into the Extent of my Full-Powers 
was the ſtrongeſt Proof the Directory could furniſh 
of their pacifick Intention, and the ſhorteſt Road 
they could take to accompliſh the defired End. It 
was in order to give Activity to the Negotiation, 
ſactiver was his Word), and to prevent its ſtagnating, 
that this Demand was made fo ſpecifically; and he 


inti- 
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intimated. to me, that it was impoſſible for the Di. 
rectory to proceed till a full and ſatisfactory Anſwer 
had, been given to it. I interrupted him here, by 
ſaying, their Manner of acting appeared to me cal- 
culated to decide the Negoriation at Once, not to 
give it Activity, ſince it muſt be known, I could 
pot have Powers of the Deſcription he alluded to; 
and even ſuppoſing L had, the admitting it would be 


in Fact neither more or leſs than a compleat Avowal 
of the Principle itſelf, which once agreed on, nothing 
would be left to negotiate about. The other French 
Plenipotentiary interpoſed here, by ſaying, that would 


pot be the Caſe; many Articles would ftill remain to 8 


Propoſed, aud many Points for important © Diſcuſſion. 


ſaid, every Word I heard ſeemed to preſent . 
Difficulties. Without replying to me, the firf-nmens 
tioned Miniſter went on by endeayouring to prove, 
that the Avowal of having Powers to a certain Ex- 
tent, did not imply the Neceſſity of exerciſing them; 
that ic was the Avowal alone for which they con- 
tended, in order to determine at once the Form the Ne- 


gotiation was to take; 5 that the Note, and the Time 


preſcribed in it, were in conſequence of the moſt poſi- 
tive Orders from the Directory; and that if I drew 
from it a Concluſion different from the Aſſurances 


they had made me in the Name of the Directory, I did 
not make the true Inference. I replied, that, al- 


though the preſcribing the Day on which the Queſ- 
tion was to put me as the Term within which I was 
to give my Anſwer to it, was both a very unuſual 
and abrupt Mode of proceeding, yet as a Day was 
much more than ſufficient for the Purpoſe, I ſhould 
forbear making any particular Remark on this Cir- 
cumſtance: That as to the Inference to be drawn 
from the poſitive Manner in which they appeared to 
maintain the Queſtion put to me, I really could not 
make it different from that I had . expreſſed: 
That the reverting, after an Interval of Two Months, 
to a Queſtion already anſwered, and which Queſtion 
4111 involved 


C 


involved the Pate of the Negotiation, certainly could 


not be conſidered as wearing a very conciliatory Ap- 


arance: That in regard to my Anſwer, it could 
not be different from that I had given before: That 


as extenſive as any could be, and it did not depend 
on me to give them more or leſs Latitude; but that 


in fact their Queſtion went not to the Extent of 


my full Powers, but to require of me to declate the 
Nature of my Inſtructions; and on this Point they 
certainly would forgive me if I did not ſpeak out 


till ſuch Time as the Circumſtances of the Negotia- 


tion called upon me to do it. | 
The French Miniſter ſtrove to prove to me, what he 


had before attempted, that the:claiming a Right of 


Enquiry into the Nature of the diſcretionary Au- 


thority confided in a Miniſter, by no Means implied 
an Intention of requiring of him to act up to it to its 


utmoſt Limits. I obſerved, if no ſuch Intention ex- 
iſted, why inſtitute the Enquiry ? and if it did exiſt, 
why not ſay ſo at once? — He ſaid, what we now aſk 


is little more than a Matter of Form; when you have 


given us your Anſwer, we ſhall follow it up by an- 


other Step, which we are ordered to take. I ſaid, 


my Anſwer was given Two Months ago; that, al- 

though I. was ready to give it them again, and in 
Writing, as One to their Note, yet, as it could not 
be different, I did not ſee why they ſhould not pro- 


| ceed immediately to the other Step, by which I was 


told the Qeſtion was to be followed up. It would 
be premature, ſaid he French Miniſter; but in draw- 
ing up your Anſwer, do not forget the Force of the 
Arguments I have uſed, or in your Report to your 
Court, the Aſſurances we have given of the earneſt 
Wiſh of the Directory to terminate the War. 

I replied, that I ſtill muſt maintain, that from 


the Manner in which they thought proper to define 


full Powers, I could fee no DiſtinCtion between ac- 
knowledging the Power and admitting the Principle; 
1 and 


.* ). 


and that the Queſtion itſelf coukd not 10 * with 
any other Intention -( Vour Lordſhip: will obſerve, 
from the ſubſequent Notes which paſſed between us, 


that I was perfectly grounded in this Aﬀertion) ;,— 
that in my Reports, they might be fully aſſured 1 
ſhould- act up to that conciliatory Spirit, which, 
from the earlieſt Period of the Negotiation, had al. 


ways decided my Conduct; and that, inauſpicious 


as Appearances were, I certainly would be careful 
not to make them look hoſtile. At the Word hoſtile, 
both the French Plenipotentiaries were moſt warm 
in their Proteſtations, that nothing could be leſs ſo; 
that the Idea of the Negotiation breaking off was 
as far from their Thoughts as from their Wiſhes, 


I ſaid, that although I heard this with Pleaſure, 


yet 1 could not avoid adverting to Facts, and that, 
, when inſtead of an Anſwer, and the favourable An- 


ſwer which I had every Reaſon to expect, I received 
only the Repetition of a Demand, which had been 
already ſatisfied Two Months ago; I certainly could 
not think this a good Omen. If it did not bode an 
immediate Rupture of the Treaty, it aſſuredly did 
not announce a near and ſucceſsful Termination of 
it. The above-mentioned Miniſter perſiſted I was miſ- 
taken; that the Buſineſs would end ſpeedily ; that 


Speed was their Wiſh, and Specd with Peace for its 
Obje&. 


not be neceſſary, but that they certainly would Het 


me know in Time; and this conveyed to me the firſt. 


Idea of what has fince taken place. 


J inclole your Lordſhip the Note A, I received | 


in this Conference, from the French Plenipotentiaries, 
and the Anſwer B, which I made to it eee 
Morning at 10 A. M. | 

At 6 P. M. the Note C was eee to me; 


to which at 8 P. M. I returned the Anſwer D, by 


ſs 


Dn breaking up our 88 1 ſaid, 3 I rok | 
it for granted we ſhould meet: again at the uſual 
Hour, on Sunday. He ſaid, that it perhaps might 
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M. Roſs, whom I Jent in order that he a -bring 
me the Paſſports I aſked for; but at a'Quarter be- 
fore 10 P. M. M. Derche, Secretary of the French 
Legation, delivered to me the Paper marked E; and 
this Morning at 9 A. M. I replied by the Note F, 5 
which immediately produced that marked G. ef 

The Noxes ſent me by the French Plenipotentiaries 
ſpeak for themſelves; and it is unhecefſary to enter 
into any Reflexions on them; I am willing to hope 
that the Anſwers I have made were ſuch as became 
the Situation in which I ſtand, the Importance of 
the Cauſe intruſted to me, and che ſteady but tem- 
perate Conduct which the Spirit of my Inttructions 
injoin me to hold. 

It was my Wiſh to give every Opening to the 
French Plenipotentiaries to recal the violent Step 
they had taken; and, if poſlible, to convince them 
of its extreme Impropriety. And it was with this 
View, and with a Woll anxious Defire not to exclude 


all Hope of the Reſtoration of Peace, that "I deter- 
mined on ſuggeſting the Idea of our meeting once 


more before 1 iir . | 
This Meeting took place To- day at Noo! Wend 

it by obſerving, That the ſeveral Notes they had 
received from me ſiuce the preceding Evening had 
been too expreflive of the Surprize I felt at the 
Meaſure the Directory had thought proper to adopt, 
to make it neceſſary for me to enlarge upon it in this 
Conference; and indeed my ſole Motive for ſug- 
geſting that it might be for our mutual Satisfaction 
that it ſhould be held, was, becauſe this Meaſure 
appeared to me to be in ſuch direct Contradiction to 
the very ſtrong Aſſurances J had ſo conſtantly and 
repeatedly heard from them, and to the pacifick In- 
tentions with which they declared they were ſent, 
that it was my earneſt Wiſh (before I conſidered 
their Conduct as forcing me to a Step which muſt 
ſo materially affect the Succeſs of the Negotiation), 
to be * certain that I underſtood clearly and 

0 diſtinctly 


ns) 


diſtinctly the preciſe Meaning of their official Notes, 
On their admitting that nothing could be more 
reaſonable than that I ſhould, on: ſo important à 
Point, require Explanation, or more fatisfactory to 
them than to give it me (as far as lay in their Power), 
J proceeded by faying, that it appeared to me that 1 
was called upon to- produce immediately my full 
Powers, or rather my Inſtructions (for however dif- 
ferent theſe were in themſelves, in their Demand 
they ſeemed conſtantly blended), and that if either 
I refuſed to conſent to this, or if on conſenting to 
it, it was found that I was not authoriſed to treat 
on, the Principle they laid down, I was then in the 
Space of Twenty-four Hours to leave Lille, and 
return to my Court; and that I was required to ob- 
tain full Authority to admit this Principle, if it was 
wiſhed the Negotiation ſhould proceed. This I ſaid 
appeared to me to be the evident Senſe of the Notes, 
and I begged to know whether I had miſtaken it 
or not. One of the French Plenipotentiaries faid, ** You 
have underſtood it exactly; I hope you equally 
“ underſtand the Intention of the French Govern- 
„ ment, which is to accelerate Peace by removing 
every Obſtacle which ſtands in its Way,” 

TI replied, that having now no Doubt left on my 
Mind as to their exact Meaning, and being quite 
ſure notwithſtanding the Obſervation they had made, 
que / avais ſaiſi la veritable Intention de leur Note, it 
would, I feared, be a very unproficable Employment 
of our Time to argue either on the' Nature of the 
Principle they announced as a fine qui non, to even 
a preliminary Diſcuſſion, or on the extreme Diffi- 
culty of reconciling. the peremptory Demand with 
which they opened their Miſſion, to the pacifick 
Profeſfions that accompanied it; that if they were 
determined to perfiſt in this Demand, it was much 
better to avoid all uſeleſs Altercation; and nothing 
in that Caſe remained for me to do, but to afk. for 
my Paſſports, and to fignify to them my — 
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of ani France at an early Hour the next Moarn- 
ing. They ſaid, they had their Hands tied by an 
Arrèté of the Directory, and were bound to obſerve 
the Conduct they had followed by the moſt poſitive 
Orders; and although we remained together ſome 
Time longer, not a Hint 1 | from them ex- 
preſſive of a Wiſh that, inſtead of going myſelf for 
new Inſtructions, I ſhould either Write for them b 
a Meſſenger, or obtain them by ſending to Toad 
One of the Gentlemen who are with me. I endea- 
voured by every indirect Means to ſuggeſt to them 
the Neceſſity of adopting ſome ſuch Modification, 
jf they meant that their Wiſhes for Peace, in the 
Expreſſion of which they were this Morning more 
eager than ever, ſhould meet with the, ſlighteſt De- 
gree of Credit: I again brought to their Recollec- 
tion that I was authorized” to receive any Propoſal, 
any Contre Projet they tendered to me, but that they 
muſt b- aware that it was not poſſible for me to alter 
the Orders I had received; or to aſſume an Authority 
with which I was not inveſted, I dwelt particularly 
and repeatedly on my being competent to take any 
Thing they laid for” Reference; but this availed 
nothing, except drawing from One of them a Remark, 
that the full Powers which authorized a Miniſter to 
hear Propoſals, were widely different from thoſe 
which would enable him to accede to them; and 
that it was ſuch full Powers that the Directory re- 
quired me to ſolicit. 

An eaſy Anſwer preſented itſelf to this Mode of 
Reaſoning ; but I ſaw no Advantage to. be derived 
from prolonging a Converſation, which, after the 
poſitive Declaration they had made, could lead ta. 
nothing: I therefore ended the Conference by de- 
claring my Reſolution to begin my Journey at a 
very early Hour the next Morning, and by ſaying, 
that immediately on my Arrival in England I would 
make an exact Report of every Thing that had paſſed 
fince their Anas. | 

O72 I truſt; 


— 
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ty truſt, my FRY 1 ſhall not incur Ceifure' for 
having declined to offer i in diſtin& Terms to wait ar 
Lille till I could know His Majeſty's Pleaſure on the 
peremptory Propoſal made to me: But when I con- 
| ſidered the Nature of the Propoſal itſelf, the Avowal 
bat this would not be the laſt, nor perhaps the moſt 

e Condition required of us, and the im- 
perious Style with which I was enjoined to depart 

in Twenty-four Hours, it was utterly impoſſible for 
me to aſſume a Language or affect a Manner that 
could be interpreted into Solicitation or Entreaty : 
I felt myſelf called upon to treat the Whole of this 
extraordinary Proceeding with Calmneſs and Tem- 
per; and notwithſtanding the deep- and poignant 
Concern I muſt feel at an Event which I fear will 
remove all Probability of an immediate Pacification, 
I truſt that in the Expreſſion of this Sentiment J 
have not uſed a Language unbecoming the Character 
with which I am inveſted, or the Greatneſs of the 
Sovereign and Country whoſe Dignity and Intereſts 
it is my primary Duty to conſult and to maintain, 

I have the Honor to be 
with-great Reſpect, my Lord, 

_ pour Lordſhip's moſt obedient 

3 | humble Servant, 


3 (Signed) MALMESBURY, | 
Right Honourable Lord Grenville, 


(No. 43. A.) Note from the French Plenipotentiaries ta 
| | Lord Malmeſbury. 


Ls ſoulf gnés Miniftres Plenipotentiaires 4e la 

Republique Frangaite, - charges de traiter de la Paix 
avec V'Angleterre, ont 'Honnevr d'aſſurer le Lord 
Malmeſbury, Miniftre Plenipotentiaire de Sa Majeſte 
Britannique, que le Gouvernement Frangais veut 
auſſi ſincèrement, auſſi fortement que jamais, une 
Paix defiree par les Deux Nations; imais ne pouvant 
conclyre qu'une Paix baer fur les Loix et les Traites 


qui 


: „„ 
qui lient la ors Agr a Frangaiſe, perſuade que pour 
parvenir à ce But il faut gexpliquer avec une entiere 
Franchiſe, et voulant imprimer à la Negotiation la 
plus grande Aftivite, le Directaire Executif a ex- 
reſſement chargé les Souſſignẽs de demander au 
Ford Malmeſbury, sil a des Pouvoirs ſuffiſans pour, 
| dans le Traite qui ſeroit conclu, reſtituer à la Re- 
| publique Frangaiſe et 2 ſes Allies, toutes les Poſ- 
ſeſſions qui depuis le. Commencement de la Guerre 
ont paſſe dans la Main des Anglais. 


2 


Les Souſſignés ſont ẽgalement charges par le Di- 
rectoire Executif de demander au Lord Malmeſbury 
une Reponſe dans le Jour. Ils le prient d'agréer les 
Temoigoages de leur haute Conſideration, 
| _ -(Signe) TREILHARD. 
| BONNIER. 
Lille, le 29 Fructidor, | 
An ze de la Republique. „„ 
| Par les Miniſtres Plenipotentiaires, 
le Sec. Gen. de la Legation. - , 


(No. 43. A.) © Tranſlation, 


Taz underſigned Miniſters Plenipotentiaries of the 
French Republick, commiſſioned to treat of Peace. 
with England, have the Honour to aſſure Lord 
Malmeſbury, Minifter Plenipotentiary of His Bri- 
tannick Majeſty, that the French Government wiſhes 


as ſincerely, as ſtrongly as ever, a Peace, deſired by 
| the Two Nations! But, unable to conclude any other 29 
Peace than ſuch a one as is founded on the Laws "mY 
and on the Treaties which bind the French Repub- Wl 


lick, perſuaded that, to arrive at this End, it is ne- 4 
ceſſary to explain itſelf with entire Franknels, and —_ 
deſirous of giving to the Negotiation the greateſt bl! 
Rapidity, the Executive Directory has expreſsly 

charged the Underſigeed to demand of Lord Malmeſ- 

bury, whether he has ſufficient Powers for reſtoring, 
| uw 
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epublick and to irs Allies, all the Poſſeſſions which, 
ince the Beginning of the War, have paſſed into the 
Hands of the Englfn. 
.. The Underſigned are equally charged by the Ex- 
ecutive Directory to demand from Lord deer de 


ro Treaty which may be concluded, to the French 


an Anſwer in the Courſe of the Day. They reque 


him to accept the Aſſurances of their high conſider. 
\ (Signed) | TREILHARD, 


. BONNER. 
Lule, 29 Fructidor, | | I 
Sth Year of the Republick, | 
" (Sept. 15, 1797.) „„ — 
„te Minifters Pienipotentiary of the 
French Republick, the Sec. Gen. 


DERCHK, 


(No. 44. B.) Note from Lord Malmeſbury to the F rench 
Lia © Bok Plenipotentiaries. 


LE ſouſſignẽ Miniſtre Plenipotentiaire de Sa Ma- 


Jeſte Britannique recoit avec beaucoup de Satisfaction 
FExpreſſion du Deſir ſincere pour la Paix, que les 


Miniſtres Plenipotentiaires de la Republique Fran- 
coſe lui ont annonce Hier au Nom de leur Gou- 
vernement. Il a l'Honneur de les aſſurer que le Roi 
fon Maitre eſt anime du meme Deſir, et n'a rien de 
plus 4 Cœur que de mettre Fin aux Malheurs de la 
Guerre. g „% ö;ͥ OO 
Quant à la Queſtion que les Miniſtres Plenipoten- 
tiaires de la Republique Frangoiſe adreſſent au Lord 
Malmeſbury ſur PEtendue de ſes plein Pouvoirs, il 
croit deja avoir fait à ce Sujet la Reponſe la moins 
equivoque dans les Deux Notes qu'il A remiſes A 
leurs Predeceſſeurs le 15 et le 24 du Mois de Juillet. 
Cependant, pour eviter toute Meſentendue, II re- 
nouvelle la Declaration qu'il à faite Hier; ſavoir, 
qu'il ne peut et ne doit traiter que d'après le Prin- 
cipe des Compenſations; Principe qui à été formel- 
5 lement 


/ 


8 reconnd comme Baſe d'une Traitẽ egalement 
juſte, honorable, et avantageux aux Deux Puiſſances. 

Le Lord Malmeſbury prie les Miniſtres Plenipo- 
tentiaites de la Republique Frangoiſe d'agrẽer les 
Aſſurances de 1 Aut“ Conſideration. 


(Signée) MALMESBURT. 


A Lille, ce Samedl, 16 Septembre, 8 | 
210A.M, 1797. To | 


(No. 44- B.) . 8 nende 


TRE enderſigncd Miniſter Plenipotentiary of His 
Britannick Majeſty receives with great Satisfaction 
the Expreſſion of the ſincere Deſire for Peace, which 
the Miniſters Plenipotentiaries of the French Repub- 
lick announced to him Yeſterday in the Name of 


their Government. He has the Honour to aſſure them 


that the King his Maſter is animated with the 
fame Deſire, and has nothing more at Heart than to- 
put an End to the Calamities of the War. 


With regard to the Queſtion which the Miniſters 


Plenipotentiary of che French Republick addreſſed to 


Lord Malmeſbury, concerning the Extent of his 


full Powers, he-conftders himſelf as having already 
given the moſt unequivocal Anſwer upon this Sub- 

FR, in the Two Notes which he delivered to their 
Predeceſſors on the 15th and 24th of July. 

However, to avoid all miſunderſtanding, he re- 
news the Declaration, which he made Veſterday; 
that is to ſay, that he neither can or ought-to'treat 
upon any other Principle than that of Compenſatious; 
a Principle which has been formally recognized as 
the Baſis of a Treaty equally juſt, honourable, and 
advantageous to the Two Powers. 

Lord Malmeſbury requeſts the Miniſters Plenipo- 
tentiary of the French Republick to accept the 
Atlurances of his high Confideration, 


(signed) MALMESBURY. 


Line Saturday, 16th September; 1797. 
3 A. M. . 
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(No. 46. 1 Note from this French Plenipotentiaric 
| - 2 gl Lord Malmeſbury. | 


Las Miniſtres Plenipotentiaires de la Republique 
Frangaiſe charges de traiter de la Paix avec VAngle. 
terre, ont PHonneur d'accuſer la Reception de h 
Reponſe du Lord Malmeſbury à la Note qui lui a Ete 
remiſe dans la Conference d' Hier. 

n Nike de cette Reponſe et des Deux N otes des 
15 & 24 Juillet aux quelles elle ſe refere, que le 
Lord Malmeſbury n'a pas de Pouvoirs pour conſentir 
a la Reſtitution de toutes les Poſſeſſions que Sa Majeſts 
Britannique occupe, ſoit ſur la Republique Frangaiſe, 
ſoit ſur ſes Allies. 

En conſequence, en rEiterant au Lord Malmeſ- 
bury les Aſſurances les plus poſitives des Sentimens 
du Gouvernement Frangais,, les Souſſignẽs lui don- 
neut Connoiflance d'un Arrete dy Directoire Exe- 
cutif, portant que dans le Cas od Lord Malmeſbury 
declarera n'avoir pas les Pouvoirs neceſfaries pour 
conſentir à toutes les Reſtitutions que les Loix et les 
Traits qui lient la Republique Frangaiſe rendent in- 
diſpenſables, i] aura 2 ſe retirer dans les Vingt quatre 
Heures vers ſa Cour pour demander les Pouvoirs 
ſuffiſans. Le Lord Malmeſbury ne peut voir dans 
cette Determination de Directoire Executif qu'une 
Intention de häter I'Inſtant od les Negotiations 
pourront Etre ſuivies avec la Certitude d'une prompte 
Concluſion. 5 
Les Miniſtres Plenipotentiaires de la Republique 
Frangaiſe prient le Lord Malmeſbury. d*agreer les 
Aſſurances de leur haute Conſideration. 


| (Signe)  TREILHARD. 
BONNIER. = 


Lille, 30 FruQidor, 
An 5 de la Republique Franguiſe, 


Par es Miniſtres Plenipotentiaires, 
le Sec. Gen, de la Legation. , 
DERCHE. 


* 
5 
* 


e 4 
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No. 48. C. Translation. . | 
Tue Ministers Plenipotentiaties of the French 1 


Republick, commissionned to treat of Peace with 
England, have the Honour to acknowledge the Receipt i 
of the Answer of Lord Malmesbury to the Note | = 
which was presented to him in the Conference of 


Yesterday. _ | e 3 
It appears from this Answer, and from the Two 4 
Notes of the 15th and 24th of July, to which it re- 1 
fers, that Lord Malmesbury has not Powers for | F 
agreeing to the Restitution of all the Possessions 1 
which His Britannick Majesty occupies, whether 9 
from the French Republick, or from its Allies. | } 
In consequence, while they reiterate to Lord 1 
Malmesbury the most positive Assurances of the 
Sentiments of the- French Government, the Under- 1 
signed apprize him of a Decree of the Executive 1 
Directory, which signifies that, in Case Lord "of 
Malmesbury shall declare himself not to have the 1 
necessary Powers for agreeing to all the Restitutions = 
which the Laws andthe Treaties which bind the French Fi 
Republick, make indispensable, he shall be to re- 1 
turn, in Four-and- twenty Hours, to his Court, to 15 
ask for sufficient Powers. Lord Malmesbury can see M 
in this Determination of the Executive Directory 14 
nothing else than an Intention to hasten the Moment 11 
when the Negociaion may be followed up with the i 
Certainty of a speedy Concluyon. : 1 
The Ministers Plenipotey;,aries of the French I 
Republick request Lord Malmesbury to accept the "ny 
Assurances of their high Consideration. if 
(Signed) TREILHARD. 1 
| = BONNIER bf 
By the Ministers Plenipotentiaries, jb 
the Sec. Gen. of the Legation, ' 1 
. © DERCHE. ik 
— 30 2 . r of the | bl 
e R. 10, -$ | E tf 
Kepublick. (Sept. 1 wy ) (No. | 1 
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Note from Lord Malmesbury to the Frenck 
2 _ -.: _ Plenipotentiaries. VEL 23 
L soussigné Ministre PlEnipotentiaire de Sa Ma- 
jeßtẽ Britannique a I Honneur d' accuser la Reception 
de la Note en Date d' aujourd'hui, qui lui a ẽtẽ remise 
de la Part des Ministres Plénipotentiaires de la Repu- 


G. 40. DP) 


blique Francaise. a 
Auelque Chagrin qu'il Eprouve à voir. s'Evanouir 
PEspoir d'une prompte Conciliation, il ne peut re- 
pondre à un Refus aussi absolu de continuer les Ne- 
gociations sur les bases qui lui paraissaient déjà ar- 
retees, qu'en demandant les Passeports nEcessaires 
pots lui et 4 5 sa Suite, afin de pouvoir, dans les 
ingt- quatre Heures se mettre en Route, et se rendre 
de suite en Angleterre. i FSW 
II prie les Ministres Plénipotentiaires de la ReEpu- 
blique Francaise d'agreer les Assurances de sa haute 
Considératioun. 5 
EA 6 PR (Sign) ! MALMESBURY. 
A Lille, ee Samedi, 16 Septembre, à 8 P. M. 
(No. 46. D.) Translation. 7 | 
TRR undersigned Minister Plenipotentiary of his 
Britannick Majesty has the Honour to acknowledge 
the Receipt af the Note of this Day, which has been 
sent him by the Ministers Plenipotentiary of the 
French Republick. | | 3 
Whatever Regret he may experience at seeing the 
Hope of a speedy Conciliation thus destroyed, he 
can return no other Answer to a Refusal so absolute 
to continue the Negotiation on Grounds which ap- 
peared to have been already agreed upon, than by 
demanding the necessary Passports for himself and 
his Suite, in Order that they may set off within the 
Four-and- twenty Hours, and return immediately to 
England. 3 „ 
Fe requests the Ministers Plenipotentiary of the 
French Republick to accept the Assurances of his 
high Consideration. = 7 
Fe) (Signed) MALMESBURY. 
Lisle, Saturday, 16th Septembre, 8 P. M. | (No 
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47. ote from the Fre Pleniy tentiaries to | 
o, Ros rg tb Ik ai j 
Lzs' e Ministres Pleni ipotentiaires de 1 | 
Republique Francaise charges de traiter de la Paix 
avec PAngleterre, ont l Honneur daccuser la RE 
tion de la REponse de Lord fr a la Note 
qu ils lui ont adresse e aujourdhui. 

„Ils croient devoir lui observer, qu'il ne Fer 
pas en avoir saisi la veritable Intention; qu'elle ne 
contient nullement un Refus de continuer les Nẽgo- 
ciations, mais, au contraire, un Moyen de:les activer 
et de les suivre avec un Succes, aussi dẽsirable point 
les Deux Nations qu 'i serait Flatteur B tes Nini 
tres charges de nẽgocier 

Le Gouvernement Frangais est si i Eloigns des * 
tentions que semble supposer la Note du Lord 
Malmesbury, que les Ministres PlEnipotentiaizes de 
la Republique Franqaise nont requ aucun Ordre de 1 
quitter le Lieu des Confezences après le Depart du . 
Ministre Plénipotentiaire de Sa Majesté Britannique. i | Cl 
Les Ministres Plénipotentiaires de la Republique 1 
Frangaise prient le Lord, Malmesbury agreer 35 1 
Assurances de leur haute Consideration. -K 


2 
i . N 1 5 


( erer ) TREILHARD: - . | 


| BONNIER. 
1 ce 30 1 an 5 Sy la 3 
| , Rspublique Frangaise. „ ( 


4 1 
Par les Ministrés Plénipotentiaires, 
le Sec. Gén. de og Legation, 27787 Aug 


DERCHLB. 


1 
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(No. 47. 1 Tratulation, 


TRE undersigned Ministers Plenipotentiary of the 
French Republick, commissioned to treat of Peace 
with England, have the Honour to acknowledge the 

| Receipt, bf: Lord Malmesbury's Answer to the Note 
which — addressed to him this Day. 1 
— 3 They 


2 


n 


. 


(18) 


They think it right to ohzerye to him, that he doe 
not appear to have seized the real meaning of their 
Note; that it by no means contains Refusal to con- 
tinue the Negociations, but, on the contrary, the 
Means for giving them Activity, and for following 
them up with a Success, no less desirable to the Two 
Nations, than it would be flattering to the — | 
charged with the Conduct of them. arts 

The French Government is so far from entertain- 
ing the Intentions which the Note of Lord Malmes- 
bury appears to impute to them, that the Ministers 
Plenipotentiary of the French Republick have re- 
ceived no Order to quit Lisle, after the Departure of 
the Minister Plenipotentiary of his Britannick Ma- 
jesty. 

? The Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French Re- 
publick request Lord Malmesbury to accept the As- 
surances of their pien Consideration. 


Ae (Signed) © TREILHARD. 
| BONNIER. 
\ By the Minister Plenipotentiary, 
the Sec. Gen. of the Legation, | 
5 DERCHE. 


Lide, 30 FruQidor, 5th Year of the French 
Republick. ep, 16, 1797. ) 8 


(No, 48. F.) Note from 5 Malmesbury to the 
1 | Prench Plenipotentiaries, 


LE soussigng Ministre Plenipotentiaire de Sa Ma- 
jests Britannique a I'Honneur d'accuser la Reception 
de la Note que les Ministres Plenipatentiaires de la 
Republique Frangaise lui ont transmise Hier au 
Soir, par les Mains du SEcretaire General de leur 
Legation. II croit ne pas pouvoir mieux rEpon- 
dre qu'en leur soumettant « son Tour les Observa- 
tions suivantes. | 

Qu'ayant deja fait; par sa Note au 24 Juillet, & 
a apres les Ordres expres de sa Cour, une 11 

a la 


— 


„„ oo 
A la Question qui vient d etre si inopinẽment renou- 


vellee, Question qui ne portant en Apparence que 
sur les Limites de ses Plein-pouvoirs (qui sont des 


plus amples) exige en effet la Declaration de toute 


VEtendue de ses Instructions: — et ne pouvant Etre 
autoris6 en aucun Cas, hormi celui de la Rupture 
des NEgociations, de quitter le Lieu de sa Destina- 
tion sans les Ordres expres du Roi son Maitre; il 
n'a ph regarder une Note Portant, d'après un Arrẽtẽ 
du Directoire Exécutif, ** qu'il avait a se retirer 
dans les Vingt- quatre Heures vers sa Cour,” que 
comme une DeEmarche peu propre a accelerer la 
Confection de la Paix. —Cependant, pour rẽpondre 
aux Assurances des Ministres Plénipotentiaires de la 
Republique 'Frangaise, et pour tẽémoigner son Desir 
de bien saisir leur veritable Intention, sur laquelle 
il serait tres-fache de se méprendre, il croit qu'il 
pourrait Etre plus satisfaisant de se réunir encore 
une Fois; et dans le Cas ot les Ministres Plenipo- 
tentiaires de la Rẽpublique Francaise se trouvassent 
du meme Avis, le Lord Malmesbury leur proposerait 
que cette Reunion et Lieu de meilleure Heure que 
de Couture, afin qu'il se trouve à Tems de prendre 


le Parti que pourra exiger le Revultat de leur Con- 


ference. 
Il prie les Ministres Plcnipoticciaigie de la Repu- 
blique Frangaise d'agréer les Assurances de sa haute 


Congideration. | 
44 Signs) MALMESBURY. 


A Lille, ce Dimanche, 
17 Septembre 1797. 


(No. 48. F.) Translation. 


Tk undersigned Minister Plenipotentiary of His 
Britannick Majesty has the Honour to acknowledge 
the Receipt of the Note which the Ministers Pleni- 
potentiary of the French Republick transmitted to 
him Yesterday, through the Hands of the * 
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( mo ) 
General of their Legation. He thinks he: cannot 
answer it better than by submitting to them in his 
Turn the following Observations. 

That having already by his Note, dated July 2, 
and in Obedience to the express Orders of his Court, 
given an Answer to the Question which is now is 
unexpectedly renewed, a Question, that in A 
| ance relates solely to the Limits of his full _—_ 
(which are in the most ample Form), but which 
does in Fact require a Declaration of the whole 
Extent of his Instructions; and not being autho- 
rised to quit the Place of his Destination without 
the express Orders of the King his Master, in any 
Case except that of the Rupture of the Negocia- 
tion; he could not help considering a Note enjoin- 

ing him, i in consequence of a Decree of the Ekecu- 
tive Directory, to return to his Court in the Space 
of Four-and-Twenty Hours, as ill calculated. to ac- 
Cclerate the Conclusion of Peace: Nevertheless, to 
answer the Assurances of the Ministers Plenipoten- 
tiary of the French Republick, and to testify his 
Desire to seize their real Meaning, with respect to 
which he should be very sorry to deceive himself, 
he thinks that it would be more satisfactory to meet 
once more; and if the Ministers Plenipotentiary of 
the French Republick should be of the same Opi- 
nion, Lord Malmesbury would propose that this 
Meeting should take place at an earlier Hour than 
usual, in order that he may have Time to take such 
Steps as the Result of their Conference may render 
necessary. He desires the Ministers Plenipotentiary 
of the French Republick to accept the Assurances 
of his high Consideration. 


Gigned) MALMESBURT. 
dr, 


++ Sept. 17, 1797. 


(No. 


cm) 


(No. 49. ww N ote from the French Plenipotentiaries to 
| Tot Lord Malmesbury, | 


LES soussignés Ministres Plenipotentiaires de la 
Republique Frangaise, . charges de traiter de la Paix 
avec I Angleterre, ont 'Honneur d accuser la REcep- 
tion de la Note que le Ministre Plenipotentiaire de 
Sa Majesté Britannique leur a transmise ce Matin. 
En se référant aux Notes adress&es a Lord Malmes- 
bury les 29 et 30 Fructidor, et notamment A la pre- 
miere du Jour d'Hier, ils acceptent la Reunion que 
le Lord Malmesbury parait: desirer, et lui proposent 
I'Heure de Midi. 

Ils prient le Ministre Plénipotentiaire de Sa Ma- 
jestẽ Britannique d'agreer les Assurances de leur 

haute Consideration. 


5 biene) © TREILHARD. 
| BONNIER. 
Line, le 1 Jour complẽmen- | 
taire de VAn 5 de la Rẽpu- 
plique Frangaise. wet. | | 
Par les Ministres Plénipotentiaires, 
le Sec. Gén. de la LEgation. , 
DERCHE. 


(No. 49. G. . Translation. 
Tung undersigned Ministers Plenipotentiary of 
the French Republick, commissioned to treat of 
Peace with England, have the Honour to acknow- 
ledge the. Receipt of the Nate which the Minister 
. Plenipotentiary of His Britannick Majesty has trans- 
mitted to them this Morning, Referring to the 
Notes addressed to Lord Malmesbury on the 29th and 
30th Fructidor, and especially to the First of Yes- 
W they agree to the Meeting which Lord 
Malmes- 


( 112 ) 
Malmesbury appears to desire, and propose the Hour 
—— Mes 5 
They request Lord Malmesbury to accept the 

( Assurances of their high Consideration. 


(signed) TREILHARD. 
8 BONNIER. 


Lisle, ist Complementary Day, 
Sth Year of the French Re- | | | 
publick. (17 Sept. 1797.) h of 
By the Ministers Plenipotentiary, 
the Sec. Gen, of the Legation. 
1 . DERCHE. 


r Dispatch from Lord Grenville to 
1 Lord Malmesbury, dated Down- 
| ing-Street, Sept. 22, 1797. . 
WV 
T rave had the Honour of laying before His Ma- 
jesty your Lordship's Dispatches, in which you have {| 
given an Account of the extraordinary Conduct of 
the new Plenipotentiaries of the French Republick, 
of the Answers given by your Lordship to their un- 
justifiable Demand, and of your consequent Depar- 
ture from Lisle. | Ez | 
I have the Satisfaction to be able to assure your 
Lordship that His Majesty has been pleased to ex- 
press His entire Approbation of your Lordship's 
judicious and temperate Conduct in the unprece- 
dented Situation in which you were placed, and of 
the Manner in which you expressed yourself, both 
in your official Notes, and in your Conversations 
with the French Plenipotentiaries, as well as of that 
in which you have conducted yourself during the 
whole Course of the Negociation, which seems too 
- likely to be now brought to its Close. | 
1 As it appears, however, that some further Answer 
18 will probably be expected by the French Govern- 
| ment to their late extraordinary Demand, notwith- 
standing 


| e 
| Standing the full and conclusive Reply given in your 


Lordship's Notes, I have-received the King's Com- 
mands to transmit to you the iticlosed Draft of a 
Note, which it is His Majesty's Pleasure that your 
Lordship should transmit to the Plenipotentiaries at 
Lisle, by a Messenger whom I shall direct to be 


in reddiness for that Purpose. 
SWB GSigned) GRENVILLE. 
Right Honourable 5 n 
Lord Malmesbury. 


(No. 51.) Note from Lord Malmesbury to the French 
5 | Plenipotentiaries. 1 

LI Soussigné a fendu à sa Cour un Compte fideèle 
des Circonstances qui ont interrompu VExefcice des 
Fonctions importantes qu'il avait plu au Roi son Maitre 
de lui confier. Sa Majests a daigné honorer de son 
Approbation entiEre les Rẽponses que le Soussignẽ a 
deja faites à la Demande extraordinaire et inattendue 
que les nouveaux Plénipotentiaires de la REpublique 
Frangaise lui ont adresse des leur Arrivee à Lille. 
Mais pour ne laisser aucun Doute sur la Nature et 
PObjet de cette Demanide, le Soussigné a requ VOrdre 

expres de declarer au Nom de Sa Cour; | 
1. Que les Plein- pouvoirs que Sa Majesté a jugea 
propos de lui accorder pour traiter et conclure la Paix 
dont conqus etrediges dans la Forme la plus ample, au- 
torisant le Soussigne plę ment et sans reserve a signer 
tout Traité de quelle Nature et sous quelles Condi- 
tions que ce fut, dont il pourrait convenir avec les 
Plénipotentiaires Francais, en se eonformant toujours 
aux Instructions qu'il aurait reques de la part de Sa 

G 2 wy: | | 
2. Que ces Pletn-pouyoirs ont été requs et recon- 
nus pour suffisans, tant par les PlEnipotentiaires avec 
lesquels il a traité jusqu'ici, que par le Ditectoire 
ft, | lui- 


* 


PL 114 ) 


hu - meme; et qu il ne peut en consẽquence y avoir 
Lieu à aucune nouvelle Discussion sur cet Objet d&jA 
termine par un commun Accord, et qui d'ailleurs n "at | 
susceptible d aucune Difficults ou Doute quelconque; 
tout ce qui a eté fait à cet ẽgard étant entièrement 


conforme aux Usages &tablis depuis long-tems, et 


- 


reconnus par toutes les Nations de I Europe. 

3. Que la demande du Directoire se rapporte donc 
reellement, non pas aux Plein-pouvoirs du Soussigné 
mais Al Etendue de ses Instructions, dont le Directoire 
ne Pouvait, en aucun Cas, lui demander la Commu- 
nication qu'en autant que le Soussigné pourrait la 
juger utile an Succes de la NeEgociation ; et que bien 
loin d'etre dans le Cas de donner des nouvelles 
Explications quelconques, le Soussignẽ avait tout Lieu 
de croire, d'apres- les Communications reitErces qui 
lui ont &t6 faites par les PlEnipotentiaires Francais, 
qu'il recevrait incessamment un Contre-Projet, de Na- 
ture à faciliter la Marche ultẽrieure de la Negociation 


- 8uspendue depuis plus de Deux Mois. 


4. Que la Cour de Londres a du Etre- bien plus 
Etonnee encore du Contenu de la nouvelle Demande 
faite au Soussignẽ; cette Demande portant sur des 
Conditions Preliminaires qui avaient deja Etc rejettees 
des le Commencement de la Negocaation, et dont 
les PlEnipotentiaires Francais s'&tajent en Effet de- 
partis, per TAnnonce formelle des Mesures dont le 
Directoire s occupait pour ter en consequence 
avec ses Alliés. 

5. Que ce n'est done quitn consentant A traiter 
sur la Base du Projet detaille avec tant de Franchise, 
que le Soussigné a remis des les Premiers Jours de 
son Ssjour à Lille, ou bien en lui faisant passer un 
Contre- Projet d'une Nature conciliatoire, conformẽ- 
ment aux Assurances qu'il en a reques depuis $1 
Jong Tems, qu'il parait possible de continuer la Né- 
gociation, dont les Plenipotentiares Font si fortement 
assurẽ que le Directoire ne desirait pas la Rupture, 

 malgrc 


C5.) 


malgrela. Demorche adoptée a son egard, ads 
que le Soussigné gabstient de qualifier, mais qui n 
pu manquer de produire ici I'Impression des Dispo- 
sitions les moins pacifiques de 1 Part du iter 
toire. 

Le Soussigné est charge d' zjouter, que Sa Ma- 
jests verrait avec un vrai Regret la Certitude de ces 
Dispositions, si peu compatibles avec le DEsir ardent 
qui Tanime, de en rendre la Paix aux Deux 

Nations; mais que si sans y avoir contribus de Sa 
Part, Sa Majesté doit encore se trouver dans la Ne- 1 
cessitẽ de continuer la Guerre, elle se conduira dans = 
toutes les Occasions d'après les mEmes Principes, {4 
en faisant tout ce qui peut dẽpendre d'Elle pour le | 
Retablissement de la Paix, mais en .persistant tou- 

ours à défendre, avec une Fermeté inébranlable, la ö 
Be de Sa Couronne et les Interets de Son Peu- 5 

Wo 
* Le Ministre Plenipotentiaire de Majests Britan- 

- nique prie les Ministres Plénipotentiaires de la RE- 
publique Frangaise d'agreer I Ae de sa haute '$ 
Consideration, wo 


(Signẽ) MALMESBURY. „ 70 


— 


| A Londres, 
ce 22 Septembre 1797. 


(No. 51) | Translation, | i 
Tun Undersigned Migister Plenipotentiary of His | 1 
Britannick Majesty has rendered to his Court a faith- w 
ful Account of the Circumstances that have inter- 
rupted the Exercise of those important Functions 1 
which His Majesty has been pleased to entrust to 4 
him. His Majesty has deigned to honour with his bl 
entire Approbation the Answers which the Under- | | 
Signed has already made to the extraordinary and un- 


expected Demands which the new Plenipotentiaries | | 9 
of the French Republick addressed to him! imm edi- N 
ately upon their Arrival at Lisle. | | 79 
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5 24 18 » 
But in order to leave no Doubt respecting the 
Nature and Object of this Demand, the Undersigned 
has been expressly ordered to declare, in the Name 
„„ ©. + ny C 
1. That the full Powers with which His Majesty had 
thought proper to furnish him for negociating and 
concluding a Treaty of Peace, are conceived and 
expressed in the most ample Form, authorizing the 
Undersigned fully, and without Reserve, to sign any 
Treaty upon which he might agree with the French 
Plenipotentiaries whatever its Nature or Conditions 
might be; conforming himself in all Cases ta the In- 
structions which he might receive from his Court. 
2. That these full Powers have been received and 
recognized as sufficient, as well by the Plenipotenti- 
aries with whom he has hitherto treated, as by the 
Directory themselves, and that there is consequently | 
no Room for any new Discussion upon a Subject 
which has already been closed by common Agree- 
ment, and which moreover is not liable to any Doubt 
or Difficulty whatever ;.every Thing which has been 
done hitherto upon this Subject, being entirely con- 
formable to Customs long established and recognized 
by all the Nations of Europe. 5 | 
3. That the Demand of the Directory therefore, 
in Reality, refers not to. the full Powers of the Un- 
dersigned, but to the Extent of his Instructions, of 
which the Directory could not, under any Circum- 
stances, require any Communication, further than 
as the Undersigned himself might judge such a Com- 
munication conducive ta the Success of the Nego- 
tiation; and that very far from being in a Situation 
to be called upon for any new Explanations whatever, 
the Undersigned had every Reason to expect, from 
the repeated Communications which had been made 
to him by the French Plenipotentiaries, that he 
should immediately receive a Contre-Projet, of a 
Nature to facilitate the further Progress of the 
8 - gotia- 


Ls 


E 
gotiation which had been ouspended for more than 
poi Months, | 

4. That the Court of 1 had NE Reason 
to be still more astonished at the Substance of the 
new Demand made to the Undersigned; a Demand 
relating to Preliminary Conditions which had already 
been rejected at the very Commencement of the 
Negotiation, and from which the French Plenipo- 
tentiaries had in Effect departed, by a formal Noti- 
ficatian of the Measures which the Directory were 
in consequence taking for the Purpose of coming to 
zome Arrangement with their Allies. 

5. That it is therefore only by consenting to 
treat upon the Basis of the Project, detailed with so 
| much Openness, which was presented by the Under- 
signed a few Days after his Arrival at Lisle, or 
by returning a Contre-Projet of a conciliatary Nature, 
agreeably to the Assurances which he received so 
long ago, that it appears possible to continue the 
Negotiation, which the Plenipotentiaries have 80 
strongly assured' him that the Directory did not wish 
to break off, nothwithstanding the Measures lately 
adopted with respect to him: A Measure which the 
Undersigned farbears to characterize, but which 
could not fail to produce in this Country the Ime 
pression of a Disposition by ng Means pacifick on 
the Part of the Direary. 

The Undersigned is directed to add, that His 
Majesty would see with real Regret the Certainty of 
the Existence of such a Disposition, so little com: 
patible with the ardent Desire with which he is 
animated to restore Peace to the Two Nations; but 
that if, without having Himself contributed to it on 
His Part, He should again find Himself under the 
Necessity of continuing the War, He will conduct 
Himself upon every Occasion agreeably to the same 
Principles, doing every thing which can depend 
pon him for ty Re-establighment of Peace, but 

yummy 
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( 118 ) 5 ED 
persisting to defend, with an unshaken Firmness, the 
— 5 of His Crown, and the Interests of His 


- 


I 


1 4 Minister Plenipotentiary of His Bilanoick- 
Majesty requests the Ministers Plenipotentiary of the 
French Republick to accept the Assurance of his 
high « Consideration. 


(Signed) ' MALMESBURY. | 
London, N | 
1 the 924 of September 1797. 


be 52.) Note from the French Wan to o Lord 


Malmesbury. b 


-Lzxs Ministres Plenipoteatiaires de la Republique 
Franqaise, charges de traiter de la Paix avec I Angle- 


terre, ont regu la Note, dat&e de Londres, qui leur 


a été apportèe par un Courier extraordinaire, de la 
Part de Lord Malmesbury. Ils ont l' Honneur de lui 


rẽpondre, que leur Note du 29 Fructidor, à laquelle 


ils se référent, presentait la double Assurance de 
Intention formelle du Gouvernement Frangais de 
continuer les Negociations de la Paix, & de sa De ter- 
mination constante de n'accẽder qu'à des Converi- 
tions compatibles avec la Ditz de la Rẽ publique 
Francaise. ä 
Une Paix, dont la Bice serait contraire aux Loix, 
ou aux Engagemens pris avec les Alliés, ne saurait 
remplir TEspoir de la Nation. C'est un Point dont 


Je Directoire ExEcutif ne s'est jamais depart, & sur 


lequel ses Sentimens n' ont jamais varie. 

Le Lord Malmesbury ayant formellement declare 
dans ses Notes des 15 & 24 Juillet, & en dernier Lieu 
du 17 Septembre, qu'il n'avait pas les Pouvoirs né- 


cessaires pour restituer les Possessions Hollandaises 


& Espagnoles, occupëes par les Troupes de Sa Ma- 

jestẽ Britannique, le Directoire Exécutif a donné 

une nouvelle Preuve de sa loyale Franchise & de 

son Deæsir daccelerer la Conclusion, en * 1 
| or 


— 


cg). 


Lord Malmesbury A se retirer vers sa Cour, pour ob- 


tenir des Autorisations, sans lesquelles il ne peut pas 
conclure ; DEmarche nEcessits par les Declarations 
du Ministre PlEnipotentiaire de Sa Majesté Britan- 
nique, & sur laquelle il est impossible de faire Preti- 
dre le Change à tout Esprit juste. 

Les Ministres PlEnipotentiaires de la Republique 
Frangaise prient le Lord Malmesbury d'agréer les 
Assurances de leur haute Considè ration. 


(Signec) TREILHARD. 


ets 55 BONNIER. . 
Lille, le 4 Vendémiaire, 
An 5 de la Republique. 


(Sept. 25, 1797.) 
Par les Ministres Plenipotentiaires,” 


le Sec. Gen, de la Legation, 
DeRcHE. 


Go. 52.) Translation. 


Tur Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French Re- 
publick, commissioned to treat of Peace with Eng- 


land, have received the Note, dated from London, 


which has been brought to them by an extraordinary 
Messenger, from Lord Malmesbury. They have 
the Honour to answer to him, that their Note of the 


29th Fructidor, to which they refer, offered the 


double Assurance of the settled Intention of the 
French Government to continue the Negotiations 
for Peace, and of its constant Determination not to 
agree to any other Conditions than such as are com- 
patible with the Dignity of the French Republick. 

A Peace, of which the Basis should be contrary to 
the Laws, or to the Engagements taken with its Al- 
lies, would never satisfy the Hopes of the Nation. 
It is a Point from which the Executive Directory has 
never departed, and upon which its Sentiments have 
never varied. 
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> Sol 'E 
Lord Malmesbury having formally declared in his 


| Notes of the 15th and 24th of July, and in the last 


* 


Instance in that of the 17th September, that he had 


not the Powers necessary for restoring the Dutch and 


Spanish Possessions, occupied by the Troops of His 


Britannick Majesty, the Executive Directory has 
given a new Proof of its Openness, and of its Desire 


to accelerate the Conclusion of Peace, in requiring 
Lord Malmesbury to return to his Court, for the 
Purpose of obtaining the Authority, without which 
he cannot conclude; a Measure rendered necessary 
by the Declaration of the Minister Plenipotentiary 
of His Britannick Maſesty, and upon which it is 
impossible to give a wrong Impression to any thinking 
and impartial Mind. „„ EE... 
The Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French Re- 
publick request Lord Malmesbury to accept the As- 
surance of their high Consideration. | | 
EET: (Signed) TREILHARD. 


28 To BONNIER. 
Lisle, 4th Vendémiaire, | | 
Sth Year of the Republick, 
(Sept. 25, 1797.) . : 
(No. 53.) Note from the French Plenipetentiaries to Lord 


_ Malmesbury. | | 
LAS Ministres Plénipotentiaries de Ia Republique 
Francaise, charges de traiter de Ia Paix avec l'An- 
gleterre, ont I' Honneur de faire sqavoir au Lord 


Mlalmesbury, qu'aiant adressé Copie de sa derniere 


Note à son Gouvernement, le Dire&oire Exécutif 


leur a prescrit de declarer en son Nom, qu'il n'a pas 
cesse de vouloir la Paix; qu'il a donné une Preuve 


non Equivoque du Sentiment qui l'anime, lorsqub il a 
ordonné aux Ministres Plenipotentiaires de la Rẽpu- 


blique de reclamer une Explication cathEgorique sur 


les Pouvoirs donnẽs par le Gouvernement Anglais à 
son Ministre PlEnipotentiaire ; que cette Demande na: 


rait, et ne pouvait avoir, d' autre Objet, que d'amener 


enſin 
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enfin Ia Négociation à une Issue prompte et heu- 
reuse. 7 

Que rordre donné aux Ministres Plenipoten= 
tiaires de la Republique de rester a Lille apres le DE- 
part du Lord Malmesbury, est une nouvelle Preuve 
que le Directoire avait dEsire et prevu son Retour 
avec des Pouvoirs qui ne seraient pas Illusoires, et 
dont la Limitation ne serait plus un Pretexte pour 
retarder la Conclusion de la Paix. 4 

Que telles sont toujours les Intentions et les EspE- 
rances du DireRoire Executif, qui enjoint aux Mi- 
nistres PlEnipotentiaires de la Republique de ne 
quitter Lille, qu'au Moment od Absence prolongEe 
du Negociateur ne laissera plus de Doute sur In- 
tention de Sa Majesté MTs de rompre toute 
Nẽgociation. . 

Qu'en consẽquence le vingt-cing Vendemiaire cou- 
rant (16 Octobre vieux style) est le Terme fixe pour 
le Rappel des Ministres PIEnipotentiaires de la REpu- 
blique Frangaise, dans le Cas od a cette Epoque le 
Ministre Plenipotentiaire de Sa Majesté er | 
ne serait pas rendu A Lille. 

Le Directoire Executif Eprouvera un vi Regret 
| qu' un Rapprochement deja entame deux fois n' ait pu 
etre consomme ; mais sa Conscience et Europe en- 
tiere lui rendront ce Temoignage, que le Gouverne- 
ment Anglais seul aura fait peser le Fleau de la 
Guerre sur les Deux Nations. 

Les Ministres Plénipotentiaires de la Republique | 
Frangaise prient le Ministre Plenipotentiaire de Sa 
Majesté Britannique d'agreer les nn de leur 


haute Considé ration. 
(Signée) ' TREILHARD. 


Lille, ce 10 Vendemiaire, 
An G, de la République 
Frangeise. 


po Sect. de la Legation, 


DERCRHE. 


R (No. 


( 192 } 
(No. 38.) 7 Translation. 


TRE Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French 
Republick, charged to treat for Peace with England, 
have the Honour to inform Lord Malmesbury, that 
having sent a Copy of his last Note to their Govern- 
ment, - the Executive Directory has directed them to 
| declare i in 1ts Name, T hat it has never ceased to wish 
for Peace; That it gave an unequivocal Proof of the 
Sentiment which animates it, when it ordered the 
M.nisters Plenipotentiary of the Republick to require 
 - a categorical Explanation as to the Powers given by 

the English Government to its Minister Plenipoten- 

tiary; That this Demand had, and could have, no 
other Object but to bring the N egotiation to a 1 
and successful Issue: 

That the Order given to the Plenipotentiaries of 
the Republick to remain at Lisle after the Departure 
of Lord Malmesbury, is another Proof that the Di- 
rectory had desired and foreseen his Return with 
Powers that should not be illusory, and the Limita- 
tion of which should no longer be a Pretext for de- 
laying the Conclusion of Peace : 

That such are still the Hopes and Intentions of the 

Executive Directory, which enjoins the Ministers 
Plenipotentiary of the Republick not to quit Lisle 
till the continued Absence of the Negotiator should 
no longer leave any Doubt, of the Intention of His 
Britannick Majesty to break off all Negotiation : 

That consequently the 25th Vendemuaire (16th of 
Octobre Old Style) is the Period fixed for the Recall 
of the Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French Re- 
ꝓublick, supposing that, at that Time, the Minister 
Plenipotentiary of His Britannick Majesty Shall not 
have arrived at Lisle. 2; 

The Executive Directory will feel the greatest Re- 
gret that a Reconciliation, already twice attempted, 
should not be perfected ; but its Conscience, 1 
: 3 | \ 1e 


/ 
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the Whole of Europe, will bear it Testimony, that it 
is the English Government alone that will have in- 

flicted the Scourge of War upon the Two Nations. 
The Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French Re- 
public k entreat the Minister Plenipotentiary of His 
Britannick Majesty to accept the Assurances of their 
high Consideration. | 
/ | (signed) TREILHARD. 
| BONNIER. 


Liele, 10th Vendemiaire, 
Gth Year of the French Republick, | 
(Oftober 1, 1797.) | | | 
: N The Sec. of the Legation, 
1 DER nB. 


(No. 54.) Note from Lord Malmesbury to the vn 
Plenipotentiaries. 

LE Soussigne ayant remis au Ministere du Roi bs 
Note des Plénipotentiaires de la Republique Fran- 
caise, a l'ordre de leur observer, 

Que ce n'est qu'en consẽquence de 10 for- 
melle et positive du Directoire, qu'il a quittéè Lille: 
que ses Pouvoirs n'ẽtaient ni illusoires ni limités, et 
que rien n'a EtE omis de sa Part pour accélérer la Ne- 
gociation, qui n'a EtE retardée que par les Delais du 
Directoire, et qui n'est n hui suspendue que 
par son Acte. 

Pour ce qui regarde la Reprise des Conferences le 
Soussigné ne peut que se référer à sa dernière Note, 
ol 1] a designẽ avec Franchise et Precision les seuls 
Moyens qui restent pour continuer la Negociation : 
observant, en meme Tems, que le Roi ne pourrait 
plus traiter en Pais Ennemi sans avoir la Certitude de 
voir respecter pour l'avenir dans la Personne de son 
Plénipotentiaire les Usages Etablis parmi toutes les 
Nations civilisées, à Teégard des Ministres Publics, 


et principalement de ceux charges de travailler au 
Retablissement de la Paix. 
Le 
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(14). 


Le Ministre Plenipotentiaire de Sa Majestẽ Bris. 
tannique prie les Ministres PlEnipotentiaires de la 


Republique Frangaise d'agreer les Assurances de 84 
haute Conside ration. wy T 


a Londres, ce 5 Octobre 1797. 


(No. 54.) Translation. e 


Tax Undersigned having. laid before the King's 


Ministry the Note of the Plenipotentiaries of the 
French Republick, is directed to observe to them, 
That it is only in consequence of the formal and 


positive Injunction of the Directory that he quitted 


Lisle; That his Powers were neither illusory nor 


limited; And that nothing was omitted on his Part 
to accelerate the Negotiation, which has been only 


retarded by the Delays of the Directory, and which 


at this Moment is only suspended by its Act. 
With regard to the Renewal of the Conferences, 

the Undersigned can only refer to his last Note, 

where he has explained with Frankness and Precision 


the only Means. which remain for continuing the 
Negotiation ; observing, at the same Time, that 


the King could no longer treat in an Enemy's 
Country, without being certain that the Customs 


established amongst all civilized Nations, with regard 


to Publick Ministers, and especially to those charged 
to negotiate for the Re- establishmeht of Peace, 
would be respected for the future in the Person of 


_ His Plenipotentiary. | | 


The Minister Plenipotentiary of His Britannick 
Majesty requests the Ministers Plenipotentiary of the 
French Republick to accept the Assurance of his 


high Consideration. 7 | 55 | 
IF 6 (Signed) MALMESBURT. 
London, 5th October, 1797. TOY 
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(Signt) = MALMESBURY; | 
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